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Dàkwänia
Fall 2012

Nųchų N-Zhā (Fall Time)

Champagne and aishihik First nations

Assembly of First Nations National Chief Shawn A-in-
chut Atleo joined Champagne and Aishihik First Na-
tions (CAFN) and Habitat for Humanity volunteers this 
September for an exciting Build Week to kick off con-
struction of the Kü Kàtthe Ä'ą 'First House' Project at 
Takhini River Subdivision.

"The 'First House' Project is a critical step towards pro-
viding quality options to First Nation families and com-
munities in need of affordable housing," said  Assem-
bly of First Nations National Chief Atleo.  "Our hope 
is that partnerships like this will be a spark to create 
change across the country." 

Dion Billy, National Chief Atleo, Sylvia Kolak and Scott John look through a window opening 
at the Kü Kàtthe Ä'ą build site at Takhini River Subdivision.
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Continued on page 2

NatioNal Chief atleo visits CafN 
to help with historiC 'first house' build
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CAFN welcomed the National Chief and more than 
20 other volunteers from Habitat for Humanity Can-
ada's National Leadership Council who travelled to 
the Yukon to be part of the build week.

"This project revives our traditional values of work-
ing together and supporting each other as a commu-
nity," said CAFN Chief James Allen.

Chief Allen, CAFN Council members and many com-
munity members also volunteered at the construc-
tion site this September.

"Shäw Nithän - We are especially proud of our com-
munity members including Sylvia Kolak, Lester John, 
Dion  Billy, Scott John, Fred Chambers, Kevin Jim, Ed-
die Smith and Sophie Green, who helped both as 
build crew members and as CAFN hosts throughout 
the build week," said Chief Allen.  "We are a unique 
and special First Nation, and you did an excellent job  
of sharing our pride in our land and way of life."

The Kü Kàtthe Ä'ą 'First House' is the first Habitat for 
Humanity home-ownership project on First Nation 
settlement land in Canada.  And it is the first proj-
ect arising from CAFN's partnership agreement with 
Habitat for Humanity Yukon signed this spring.

Continued from page 1

Work will continue on the triplex at Takhini River 
Subdivision this winter, with spring 2013 the goal for 
completion.  CAFN is also working with Yukon Col-
lege to include a trades training program during the  
Kü Kàtthe Ä'ą construction.

The owners of these three new homes will be CAFN 
members who have:
1. the need for affordable housing, 
2. the ability to repay a Habitat mortgage (stable 

income), and 
3. willingness to partner with Habitat to volunteer 

500 hours towards building the home.

The Kü Kàtthe Ä'ą triplex offers:
• Three private, spacious, accessible homes;
• Energy efficient construction with solar panels 

(i.e. low heating and electrical costs); 
• Affordable mortgage payments; and
• Close proximity to Whitehorse.

For more information or to volunteer, please contact 
CAFN Housing Director Terry Rufiange-Holway 
at (867) 634-4219 or tr-holway@cafn.ca.  

Volunteers and CAFN community members gather at the Kü Kàtthe Ä'ą - First House build site on September 13, 2012 
to commemorate the historic build.  AFN National Chief Atleo at front, centre.

Ga
ry

 B
re

m
ne

r P
ho

to
gr

ap
hy

 



3Fall 2012 » Dàkwänia  

Message 
from the Chief

Dännch’e:

I am glad to update you 
on my activities for the 
past few months.  It is 
my privilege to contin-
ue to work on behalf of 
Champagne and Aishi-
hik people.

It was great to see so many of our people gathered 
for the 28th annual CAFN General Assembly this July 
in Haines Junction.  The 2012 GA resolutions give defi-
nite direction to our Council and government, and we 
also heard many helpful community concerns.  Coun-
cil and departments are working to address all of the 
topics raised, and look forward to updating members 
at upcoming meetings, via the newsletter, and on our 
website.

Our brand new Da Kų Cultural Centre was an excellent 
site for the 2012 GA.  Hosting the GA at Da Kų gave 
members opportunity to tour the new facility and see 
all the work that has been done and that is planned 
for the future.  We look forward to planning for the 
2013 General Assembly at Takhini.

In July I also attended the Assembly of First Nations 
annual meeting in Toronto, where National Chief 
Shawn A-in-chut Atleo was re-elected.  Congratula-
tions to Chief Atleo on his election to a second term.

Thank you to our Heritage, Lands and Resources staff 
members who organized a hike on the traditional trail 
from Neskatahin to Hutchi this August.  I joined the 
hike for the first day, and it was a great challenge!

Following the hike, I enjoyed a few days of holiday 
time hunting in our Traditional Territory with one of 
our Elders, as well as hunting caribou with a friend 
from Ross River on the North Canol.  

We were fortunate to harvest a bull caribou, which we 
donated to Moose Jackson's potlatch.

The Habitat for Humanity Build Week at Takhini River 
this September was very rewarding.  We received a lot 
of media attention (APTN, CBC, and more), and it was 
a great opportunity to showcase CAFN and all that we 
are doing to help our people.  During the Build Week, I 
enjoyed working beside the National Chief and mem-
bers of Habitat's National Leadership Council, as well 
as with old friends and First Nations entrepreneurs 
Dave Tuccaro and Albert Rock.

Later in September I participated in the BC First Na-
tions Summit.  A major topic was Bill C-38, which will 
affect Yukon First Nations on a variety of issues, such 
as fisheries and water management.  I believe Yukon 
First Nations need to collaborate to better understand 
how this bill will impact Yukon's self governing First 
Nations.  My regrets to our Elders that my attendance 
at the BC Summit prevented me from participating in 
the September Elders Senate meeting. Thank you to 
Deputy Chief Walker and Council members for repre-
senting our Council there.

In the weeks to come our Council is working with  staff 
to fine tune CAFN's 2012-13 supplementary budget, 
and planning for visits in each of our communities.  I 
invite you to join us.  Please watch for more details. 

Kwänaschis.

In respect,
Chief James Allen - Jämena

Chief and Council Priorities

1. Wellness
2. Economic Development
3. Building on a vibrant Traditional Culture

Chief Allen wades 
through a creek on 
the old Neskatahin 
to Hutchi foot trail 

this August.
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CounCil deCisions

The following decisions were made by CAFN Chief and 
Council during their June 14-15 and July 19-20, 2012 
regular meetings.

Strategic Plan
Council approved their 2012-2015 Strategic Plan.

First Nation Market Housing Fund
CAFN Chief and Council approved the First Nation Mar-
ket Housing Fund Policies on New Construction, Pur-
chase of an Existing Home, Renovations and Rental.

Human Resources Policy
Chief and Council adopted the Human Resources Policy 
as revised and presented, and approved the workplan 
and budget for staff training and orientation on the 
new Policy.

Financial Audit
Council approved the CAFN audited financial state-
ments for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2012.

Housing, Property and Municipal Services
Chief and Council approved the transfer of deficits in 
Housing, Property and Municipal inactive contribution 
agreement accounts totalling $96,927.80 to the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund.

Da Kų Cultural Centre Paving
Council authorized Chief James Allen to enter into a 
sole source contract with Castle Rock Enterprises to 
pave the parking lot at the Da Ku Cultural Centre for 
the estimated cost of $233,000.00.

Heritage, Lands and Resources Department Review
CAFN Chief and Council accepted the June 8, 2012 
review of the capacity and structure of the Heritage, 
Lands and Resources Department, subject to budget 
and implementation.

Excavator Purchase
Council conditionally approved the purchase of a Hi-
tachi EX120 excavator for $46,000.00, dependent on a 
favourable mechanical inspection and appraisal.

Land Applications
Chief and Council approved the following land applica-
tions: 
• 2011-007 by Arthur Joe for 0.5 hectares cabin/rec-

reation at Aishihik Lake;

• 2011-013 by Justine Jim for residential allocation at 
Lot 32 at Takhini River Subdivision;

• 2012-001 by Edward Charles Long Jr. for 0.5 hect-
ares cabin/recreation allocation at Takhini River 
East;

• 2012-002 by James F. Smith for the lot containing 
Frank Smith’s cabin for traditional use allocation at 
Champagne, subject to family approval;

• 2012-003 by CAFN Housing for Habitat for Human-
ity residential allocation Lot 30 in Takhini River 
Subdivision;

• 2012-004 by CAFN Housing for the new community 
hall on Lot 96 in Takhini River Subdivision, as sup-
ported by General Assembly Resolution 2011-20;

• 2012-005 by Champagne Aishihik Community 
Corporation for commercial lease allocation for 
C10FS/D and building, Lot 12, Block 12; and

• 2012-006 by Haines Junction Employment Devel-
opment Society for commercial lease allocation up 
to 0.5 hectares for a greenhouse.

Overlap Agreement
Council supported Chief Allen signing the Interim Ad-
ministrative Agreement for Overlapping Traditional 
Territories between Champagne and Aishihik First Na-
tions, Kwanlin Dün First Nation, Carcross Tagish First 
Nation, and Ta’an Kwäch’än Council.

Forest Management Implementation Agreement
Council supported Chief Allen signing the Champagne 
and Aishihik - Yukon Forest Management Implementa-
tion Agreement with the Government of Yukon.

Education
Council approved the formal withdrawal of CAFN from 
the First Nation Education Commission and the Yukon 
First Nation Education Advisory Committee and to 
maintain observer status until the CAFN Education De-
partment carries out due diligence.

Copies of approved Chief and Council minutes are avail-
able with reception staff at the Haines Junction and 
Whitehorse administrative offices, or by contacting 
the CAFN Executive Council Office at (867) 634-4242 or 
drwilliams@cafn.ca.

Upcoming Chief and Council Meetings:

October 18-19, 2012 – Haines Junction

November 15-16, 2012 – Whitehorse

December 13-14, 2012 – Haines Junction
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2012 general assembly

The 28th annual CAFN General Assembly was held 
this July 27-29 at our brand new Da Kų Cultural Cen-
tre in Haines Junction.

General Assembly (GA) business included:
• Department and financial reports for the 2011-

12 fiscal year;
• Review of the 2011 GA minutes and resolu-

tions;
• Updates from the Elders Senate and Youth 

Council;
•  An update from Chief and Council on their key 

priorities;
• Reports from Dakwakada Development Corpo-

ration, the Champagne Aishihik Trust, and the 
Champagne Aishihik Community Corporation; 
and

• Discussion of community concerns and resolu-
tions.

The GA was well attended by Citizens, delegates, and 
CAFN community members throughout the week-
end.  Special guests also included CYFN Grand Chief 
Ruth Massie, Yukon MP Ryan Leef, Minister Brad 
Cathers and MP Jean Crowder.

A wide variety of booths on CAFN programs and 
guest organizations provided a wealth of informa-
tion.

But the General Assembly wasn't all business.  
Southern Tutchone exercises were led by Kashaw 
(Stephen Reid).  Fitness breaks kept GA participants 
active and alert.  The meeting broke for fun activities 
on Saturday afternoon, and eight teams competed 
in the Amazing Race, including CAFN Council mem-
bers.  Saturday evening CAFN hosted a family dance 
with Yukon Jack.  And kid's activities were provided 
throughout the three-day meeting by CAFN Youth 
Programs staff.  

A major highlight was the unveiling of the Gúyàt 
(Beads) exhibit in Da Kų's changing exhibit gallery.  
Elder Marge Jackson cut a strand of sinew to open 
the doors to CAFN members as the first to see the 
brand new display.  For more details on the exhibit, 
visit:
cafn.ca/centre/Guyat_Exhibit_Newsletter_July30-2012.pdf

Da Kų Cultural Centre

GA delegates participate in a Southern Tutchone 
language exercise.
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Elder Marge Jackson cuts a strand of sinew to unveil 
the Gúyàt exhibit during the 2012 GA with help from 

curator Frances Oles and youth Ethan Smith.

Continued on following page
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2012 General Assembly 
Resolutions 

Topics include:
• Education and training for Citizens,
• Establishing an Elders care facility in 

Haines Junction,
• Progress reports on GA decisions,
• Support for Citizen participation in 

cultural and sporting events,
• Considering an increase to the Com-

munity Health and Well-Being Fund, 
• Protecting traditional uses and habi-

tat at Polecat Lake, and
• Selection of Takhini as the location 

of the 2013 General Assembly.

The complete 2012 resolutions are avail-
able online at: 

www.cafn.ca/general.html

Many thanks to all the Citizens who participated 
in the GA, and to the CAFN staff, crew and Coun-
cil, who worked hard to host the 2012 General As-
sembly.  Special thanks to the 2012 GA coordina-
tor, Charlene Hume.  Shäw nithän.

Council and delgates hard at work on GA business.  Left to 
right: Delegate Margaret Workman, Housing Director Terry 

Rufiange-Holway, Councillor Mary Jane Jim, Deputy Chief Les 
Walker, Chief James Allen, and 2012 GA Chair Dave Porter.  

2012 General Assembly continued

1st place winners of the 2012 Amazing Race,
Anna Fraser and Jessica Mazur.  

Kashaw - Stephen Reid- leads Southern Tutchone language 
exercises during a GA break.  Chair Dave Porter 

and Youth Councillor Bradley Joe at right.
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2012 language 
& Cultre Camps

By Barb Hume, Language Manager

This report is to share information on two 
camps held this summer with an emphasis on 
revitalizing the Southern Tutchone language 
while participating in cultural activities.  

The 29 Mile Asheyi Language Immersion Camp 
was held August 5 to 10, hosted by CAFN's 
language program (part of the Education De-
partment).  The Southern Tutchone language 
and cultural camp included: language classes, 
small sewing projects, harvesting traditional 
medicines, trapping gophers, building a smoke 
house to dry donated moose meat, building 
a Thay Kur Ku, and traditional storytelling/
campfire talks.  The highlight of this camp was 
the visit to a traditional site, Chemi, where El-
der Paddy Jim was born.  Prior to visiting the 
site, our Elders Paddy and Rosalie Washing-
ton helped participants make medicine bags 
as we would pass by an old gravesite where 
a well-known medicine person was buried.  
It is important for our people to be aware of 
these sites so that they are protected was a 
clear message the Elders gave.  Paddy found a 
piece of a fox stretcher which his father Little 
Jim made prior to his passing around 1930.  
He had all of Little Jim’s descendants hold the 

The camp was a huge success.  Approximately 75 people attend-
ed, some visited daily while 41 citizens camped.  Thank you to 
Employment Opportunity Program (Haines Junction Crew) for 
their tremendous work clearing land, setting up and taking down 
camp.  They ensured we had plenty of wood and water.  Kwän-
aschis to:  Lorraine Allen, and Kashaw (Stephen Reid) for teaching 
Southern Tutchone, Bertha Moose and Martha Smith for cooking, 
Harry Smith, Nathan Carlick and Sheila Quock for assisting, and 
Elders Rosalie Washington and Paddy Jim for sharing your wis-
dom and knowledge. Kwänaschis to the Yukon game branch for 
donating the moose meat for drying.

The Education and Social departments co-hosted the Kusawa Cul-
ture Camp on August 13 to 17, 2012.  The Kusawa camp included:  
language classes, small sewing projects, harvesting traditional 
medicines and berries, visiting traditional sites via boats, tradi-
tional stories, songs, dance, campfire talks, history of the area, 
and hiking a nearby mountain. 

The highlight of the Kusawa camp was boat trips to traditional 
sites.  Elders Paddy Jim and Frank Billy provided the group with 
stories and history.  Ron Chambers and Darrel Billy provided boat 
rides to approximately 30 members, including children.  Two 
summer student trainees helped Sheila Quock record the tradi-
tional stories and history.  

At the campfire, we were lucky to have visitors  Elder Stella Jim 
and teacher Mary Jane Allison who provided stories and songs.  
Our Health and Social student worker, Shelby Jackson, provided 
great leadership with sewing projects.  Another highlight at Ku-
sawa was a hike up a nearby mountain led by Elder Paddy Jim and 
Sheila Quock.  

Kwänischis to the Takini EOP crew for providing the camp with 
water and firewood, to the cooks  Val Chambers and Vera Wil-
liams for the fabulous meals, and to our Elders for the valuable 
knowledge they shared. Finally, kwänischis to James Smith and 
Mary Jane Allison for the great language lessons and stories.

piece.  

A second highlight 
was the trip to Flint 
Mountain. Partici-
pants, including El-
der Paddy Jim, re-
turned to camp with 
flint.  One of the 
young children used 
the flint to start a 
campfire.  

Other fun activities 
were Qui Glo (Bingo) 
and stick gambling.  
Despite the thunder-
storms, most of the 
participants stayed.  

CAFN youth explore during a Kusawa camp boat trip.  Left to right:  
Tyrelle Braker, Sylvia Kolak, Coadi Simpson, Anthony Primozic, Mary  Jane 

Allison, Shelby Jackson and Kolton Braker.

Elder Paddy Jim carves a piece of 
diamond willow at Kusawa.
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By Roger Brown
Forestry and Environmental Manager

This August 22-31, a collection of CAFN staff, Council 
members, and Citizens celebrated the completion of 
three summers of trail restoration  by walking the 
whole length of the traditional foot trail from Neska-
tahin to Hutchi.   

The CAFN Traditional Territory is criss-crossed with a 
network of our ancestor’s foot trails, used for 

neskatahin to hutChi trail

Day 5 of the hike:  Lance Brown, Allana Quock, Harold John-
son and Lawrence Joe make their way to Pennock’s Post.

accessing resources, hunting, trapping and gather-
ing, and for longer distance travel for trade.  They 
mark an important link for Citizens to continue to 
carry out traditional pursuits and to re-connect with 
our culture and history.  

The Heritage, Lands and Resources Department has 
been researching, documenting, and restoring tradi-
tional trails, and this work will continue.  In order to 
protect and keep these important ties to the land 
open, it will take everyones' effort. 

Elder Paddy Jim has been extremely helpful with 
this project, as he helped locate sections of the trail 
that were not known or documented before, despite 
nearly 60 years passing since he last travelled some 
parts of the trail.  

Walking on these trails provided a glimpse into the 
past.  Along the trail, we saw many signs of past use 
by our ancestors, as well as more “recent” use by 
Jack Dalton (1898-99).  Our relatively cold and dry 
climate means things break down slowly over time.  
There were signs of old brush camp structures, high 
caches, fish caches, old cabins, and stumps cut re-
cently by saw, older axe-cut, and even older stone 

William “Scotty” and Lily Hume’s cabin near Six Mile Lake

Day 8: Allanah and Sheila Quock hike 
above Middle Hutchi Lake

Sunrise over Champagne River 
(Pennock’s Post) on day 6. 

tool-cut stumps.  We 
came across stone mark-
ers and face carvings 
on wood. There were 
other signs of our ances-
tors, such as the flakes 
of stone for tool making 
(chert) and even a good 
sample of worked obsid-
ian.  
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Neskataheen to Hutchi Traditional Trail Hike 2012
<180 kilometres>

Ü

0 10 20 30 405
Kilometers

Hutchi

Neskataheen

Champagne

Klukshu

Deep Ford
Six Mile Lake

Pennock's Post

Mendenhall Crossing

Dezadeash Caches

The Trail By Numbers

Weeks of work marking and clearing the trail (2010-2012)    19 
Days hiking on the trail        10
Total number of people hiking / supporting      21
Total kilometres on the trail        183
Estimated steps to complete the hike per person   260,000 – 310,000
Range of ages of people on the hike            1 – 89
Black flies and mosquitoes        ?
Percent Satisfaction       100!

These historical resources 
provide great opportunities 
to appreciate how life was 
lived in the past.  

Thanks must go to the dedi-
cated summer staff who 
worked in hot, cold, buggy 
and bushy conditions for 
the past three summers.  
Walking on these trails 
would not have been nearly 
as easy if it were not for the 
good trail work these men 
did.   We also have to thank 
the great team of support-
ers (camp assistants, camp 
cook, ATV and boat crew) 
who made this hike such a 
great success.  Last but not 
least, thanks to the Health 
and Social Department 
for allowing us to join the 
Klukshu Strengthening Fam-
ilies Camp dinner.    

Funding for this work was 
made possible through a 
three-year Northern Strat-
egy Trust Project (Miti-
gating the impacts of the 
Spruce Bark Beetle in the 
CAFN Traditional Territory).  
Unfortunately, this funding 
has now ended but we will 
continue to work on other 
ways to keep our trail open.  
If you have any questions or 
suggestions, please contact 
staff in the Heritage, Lands 
and Resources Department.
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Laurel Mercer
Social Support Worker - Whitehorsenew FaCes

Hello, everyone. My name is Sophie Musonda and I 
am very happy to be the new Social Programs Man-
ager with the Health and Social Programs Depart-
ment.  I have a Master’s of Social Work and have 
worked different parts of the world, including Af-
rica, South America, England and Northern Alberta.  
Since starting on July 17th, I have been learning a 
great deal from staff and community members and 
want to thank everyone for their help.  I am com-
mitted to supporting the team and working hard to 
ensure programs continually improve.

Sophie Musonda
Social Programs Manager
(867) 634-4238
smusonda@cafn.ca

Sophie Musonda
Social Programs Manager

Hello, my name is Laurel 
Mercer and I am the new 
Social Support Worker in 
Whitehorse, Yukon. This 
is my first time working 
for CAFN and I am hon-
oured to work in this posi-
tion and I look forward to 
learning from everyone. 

I was born and raised in 

MORE NEW FACES
Please watch for introductions to the following staff in the next issue of Dàkwänía:
Director of Human Resources, Stewart Breithaupt. Stewart will be working out of the office in White-
horse, but will also be in Haines Junction on a regular basis. 

Employment and Training Officer Marie Davies - Whitehorse (see page 15 for details).

And please welcome back Marie Eshleman as Case Manager in the Whitehorse office.  Marie has been 
on a leave of absence.  We are happy to have her back.

Whitehorse and I have recently moved back from 
Vancouver where I was completing university. Over 
the last several years I have developed a passion for 
and gained experience in the areas of substance use, 
mental health, restorative justice and outreach. I am 
excited to be the new social support worker and I 
look forward to providing support and advocacy to 
individuals and families in the areas of family vio-
lence, child abuse, substance use and housing issues.  
I know this will be a wonderful learning experience 
and I look forward to the challenges and rewards this 
position has to offer.

Please feel free to contact me at the Whitehorse of-
fice at 867-456-6890. Thank you so much and I look 
forward to meeting and learning from everyone at 
CAFN.

Laurel Mercer                            
Social Support Worker (Whitehorse)
867-456-6890
lmercer@cafn.ca
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Brendan Wiklund
Community Wellness Activity Coordinator

I am thrilled to be back in 
Haines Junction and start-
ing work with CAFN.  I am 
looking forward to meet-
ing and working with 
community members to 
deliver fun and enriching 
recreation and wellness 
programs.  

Additionally, I will be coordinating the Employment 
Opportunities Program. I have worked as an educa-
tor, theatre artist and community programmer in the 
Yukon and in BC, Saskatchewan and Ontario.  We’ll 
be starting up some new programs and projects very 
soon!  If you have any ideas or thoughts about rec-
reation and wellness programming please drop by 
my office at the Old Da Ku building or give me a call 
at 634-2010. 

Brendan Wiklund
Community Wellness Activity Coordinator
(867) 634-2010 
(867) 634-5147 cell
bwiklund@cafn.ca

wanted: 
CaFn members

CAFN Needs You!  

Chief and Council are seeking applicants for:
• the Champagne Aishihik Trust Board, 
• the St. Elias Community School Council, and
• a variety of other boards and committees as 

positions become available.

CAFN members represent our First Nations on a wide 
variety of important local and territorial boards and 
committees.  These groups make important recom-
mendations and decisions that significantly impact 
CAFN people, lands and resources.  

The 2010-12 St. Elias Community School Council, including 
CAFN representatives Millie Joe,  Jacquie Chambers, 

and Lisa Pauls.

CAFN representatives Michelle Dawson-Beattie and Gary 
Darbyshire participate in an Alsek Renewable Resource 

Council meeting in Haines Junction this spring.

Our CAFN representatives are nominated or ap-
pointed by Chief and Council, so Council is always 
looking for new people with an interest in represent-
ing CAFN.  Most of these boards and committees 
also provide honoraria and travel reimbursements.  
So fill our your CAFN Boards and Committees Appli-
cation Form today!  

We are grateful to our dedicated community mem-
bers who have represented and continue to repre-
sent CAFN government and people on boards and 
committees.  Shäw nithän.

For more information and to get your application 
form visit: www.cafn.ca/committee.html  

Amy McKinnon, Communications Manager
(867) 634-4237 
almckinnon@cafn.ca
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CAFN’s Health and Social Department has been 
working with Addictions Specialist Laura Allen 
since April to help us enhance our response to 
substance abuse concerns.  An important part of 
this work has been consulting with the CAFN com-
munity. 

At the recent General Assembly, many of you 
stopped by to chat with Laura and fill out the ques-
tionnaire at our table.  What we heard from you is 
that people need to feel respected, cared about, 
connected to their community, traditions and land.

There were lots of comments about the impor-
tance of having something meaningful to do, in-
cluding employment, as well as places to go to be 
with others without substance use going on. In ad-
dition to the services provided by the Health and 
Social Department, Community groups such as AA, 
Al-Anon and ROWS (Reawakening our Wellness 
Society) were seen as important, as well as land 
based programming and healing such as James Al-
len’s Men’s Camp at Christmas Bay and the other 
Camps put on by Health and Social.   

There was lots of support for the idea we are work-
ing on for making the old administration building 
into a center for families, Elders, crafts, fitness, 
counselling and other cultural, learning and social 
events. 

And the good news is, some of those improve-
ments are about to start! This fall, Stephanie 
MacElheron’s Family Health Program will be mov-
ing into its new space in the old Dä Kų. 

Our newly hired Community Wellness Activity Co-
ordinator, Brendan Wiklund, will be rolling up his 
sleeves to get these things going and will be look-
ing for community guidance to make sure we are 
offering what the community wants and needs. 

Stay tuned for more. It’s your centre, for your well 
-being.  Your input is valued, heard and we con-
tinue to welcome your thoughts and ideas.   As a 
community, CAFN is strong and together we can 
continue to make the communities even healthier, 
building on the Traditions and Culture which are 
the precious foundation for wellness and whole-
ness.

For more information, please contact:

Brendan Wiklund
Community Wellness Coordinator
(867) 634-4010
bwiklund@cafn.ca

Sophie Musonda
Social Programs Manager
(867) 634-4238
smusonda@cafn.ca

What Can We Do About Substance Abuse in Our Communities?

Health Promotion Facilitator Marion Primozic and Addictions 
Specialist Laura Allen help out at the CAFN Health and Social 

booth during the 2012 General Assembly.
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ukwänjē

Dannch’e?  Äyinzhi Amanda Workman ùye (my name 
is Amanda Workman).  I am excited to announce I am 
the CAFN Language Coordinator for the year.  Lan-
guage programs are falling into place, as the leaves fall 
from the trees.  I have been busy moving to our new 
location at Da Kų Cultural Centre getting organized and 
settling in.  I am looking forward to carrying on with 
existing programing and creating some new opportu-
nities.  I think it’s going to take a whole community ap-
proach to continue speaking and living the language.  I 
am currently working to confirm details to get evening 
language lessons up and running.  I have started a da-
tabase of writers, speakers and listeners of Southern 
Tutchone.   

I will be handing out language surveys soon. You are 
encourage to participate as all information gathered 
from members will be welcome and useful.
Lena Smith-Tutin and I will start staff lessons this Oc-
tober.

The Language Nest program at Shawkwunlee Daycare 
is resuming in early October in the morning.  If you are 
able to join your little one please feel free, as this is 
a vital step in creating a Southern Tutchone environ-
ment at home.

Evening classes for Whithorse, Takhini and Haines 
Junction are ‘To Be Announced’.  Please watch for fly-
ers. 

We  are also planning Southern Tutchone singing and 
dancing sessions in CAFN communities.  Please watch 
for more details!

If you have questions or suggestions, please feel free 
to contact me.

Amanda Workman
Language Coordinator
(867) 634-3301
aworkman@cafn.ca

The path to the Da Kų Cultural Centre in Haines 
Junction was created by the Champagne and 
Aishihik First Nations Final Agreement—one of 
eleven established in Yukon.   

Explore how the agreements connect to you

       mappingtheway.ca

  mapping  
    uncharted territory

YUKON SELF-GOVERNMENT

YG
 Photo

Language Coordinator Amanda Workman at work in the new 
language classroom at Da Kų Cultural Centre.
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business development

THINKING OF STARTING, ExPANDING 
OR BUYING A BUSINESS? 

Entrepreneurial Equity Matching Fund
The objective of the Entrepreneurial Equity Match-
ing Fund is to assist beneficiaries of CAFN residing 
in the Yukon Territory to establish viable business 
initiatives or activities. The program may provide 
financial assistance in the form of a non-repayable 
equity contribution. This contribution will en-
hance the ability of business owners to leverage 
other government funding sources and ease their 
ability to obtain conventional debt financing for 
business start-ups, expansions and/or acquisitions.

Business Services Available
• Feasibility & Business Planning Assistance
• Loan Application Assistance
• One-on-one business Counseling & Coaching
• Mentoring
• Access to Resources
• Group Workshops & Training

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
Collette Catto
Business Development Officer
(867) 634-4220
Cell (867) 634-5256
ccatto@cafn.ca
www.cafn.ca/busdev.html

Champagne and Aishihik First Nations 
Business Owners
Get on the “Business Goods & Services 
Source List”
CAFN is updating its goods and services source 
list. This list will support the development and ex-
pansion of business by promoting the purchase of 
goods and services from CAFN citizen-owned busi-
nesses.
Please provide: Contact Name, Type of Business 
Services and contact information.
Forward your business information to:
Collette Catto
Business Development Officer
Champagne and Aishihik First Nations
PO Box 5310, Haines Junction, Yukon Y0B1L0
(867) 634-4220
ccatto@cafn.ca

CAFN's Entrepreneurial Spirit
By Collette Catto, Business Development Officer
Entrepreneurs are innovators who use creativity 
mixed with the entrepreneurial spirit.  The entre-
preneurial spirit is all about finding a new way or a 
new process and tweaking, if not reinventing, the 
wheel. That is what we saw at the CAFN General 
Assembly this year. From members selling slippers, 
shawls and other handmade crafts, to a variety of 
goodie tables set up by our younger CAFN mem-
bers selling sodas, chips, candy and other tempt-
ing treats.  From trading furs to creating new busi-
ness ventures, CAFN people have always had the 
entrepreneurial spirit.

Some of CAFN's young entrepreneurs 
at the 2012 General Assembly.
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Shäw nithän to CAFN Education 
Director Shandell McCarthy and 
Finance Manager Trish George 
on being selected as role models 
for the Yukon College Pathways 
to Success poster campaign.  

The campaign is to encourage 
Yukon First Nations youth to 
consider their own governments 
when thinking about their career 
options.  Each poster showcases 
an individual, their current job 
at a Yukon First Nation, and the 
educational path they took to 
get there.

eduCation update

• Maggie Mann, the principal at St. Elias Commu-
nity School, will be at the CAFN Admin building in 
Haines Junction to meet with parents on a drop-in 
basis every Tuesday from 10 to 11 a.m. this school 
year.  If parents would like to express concerns, 
have ideas for the school, or just want to get to 
know her on a one-on-one basis, she will be avail-
able.  No appointments necessary!

• Special circumstance funding is available for stu-
dents who require assistance due to a special living 
circumstance, this used to be known as our room 
and board funding. The fund was changed to be 
less restrictive.

• School supply funding application forms were not 
handed out at the past GA; this was an oversight 
of our department. School supply applications can 
be picked up through any of our Education Support 
Workers or downloaded off the website or from 
the front desk at either admin building.

• With school in session again I would like to remind 
everyone about the tutor funding that is available. 
We will pay a maximum of $20 per hour for quali-
fied tutors up to a maximum of $80 per month. You 
can contact any of our Education Support Workers 
to get more information on this program.

• The application deadline for Post-Secondary fund-
ing was on July 16th for the fall semester.  Applica-
tions will continue to be accepted, but will not be 
reviewed until after our winter semester applica-
tion deadline on November 15, 2012.

• The new Employment & Training Officer position is 
now filled. Marie Davies is available in our White-
horse office to assist by matching employment and 
training opportunities with qualified or interested 
individuals.  If you would like to be added to an 
eligibility list, please forward your resume and cur-
rent contact information to Marie at mdavies@
cafn.ca or (867) 456-6892.  Vera Owlchild is still 
available to assist with post secondary education 
and training.

• I would like to welcome Will Jones who has been 
hired on as the HJ Education Support Worker; he 
will be working half time in the schools for now 
while Diane is away on leave. Will has worked for 
CAFN on projects such as the Employment Oppor-
tunities Program and is also currently working on 
the greenhouse project. Will has a background in 
Education and is looking forward to working with 
the children again.  We are very happy to have him.  
You can contact Will at 332-5851 or 634-2231.

Respectfully, 

Shandell McCarthy, Director of Education
(867) 456-6887
smccarthy@cafn.ca
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POST SECONDARY EDUCATION

I am glad to announce that I can now be found at 
Porter Creek Secondary School, room 102A.  It's 
a small space previously dubbed the Harry Potter 
Closet.  It will be a great school year! 

I have students who are in need of community 
service hours. If you have projects to recommend, 
please forward them my way. 

Also, I am looking for CAFN Elders who are inter-
ested in spending time at Porter Creek Secondary 
School to present or assist other First Nation pre-
senters.  Please contact me or forward Elders' con-
tact information my way. 

Jennifer L. Chambers
Secondary Education Support Worker
(867) 667-8044 ext 247 
(867) 332-5850 cell

Student Support Update

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION - Whitehorse

Welcome to a new and exciting school year!  I have 
recently moved to a new office located at Jack Hul-
land Elementary School in Porter Creek.  My new 
office is located right by the main gym.  If you are 
ever in the school please stop by for a visit!

I have been very busy helping with activities 
around the schools in Whitehorse and it looks like 
it is going to be a great school year filled with our 
wonderful culture, history and heritage.  I look for-
ward to seeing new faces to work with as well as 
people I worked with in the past.  

Keep your eyes peeled for CAFN's new Elementary 
Student Recognition program in Whitehorse.  The 
program's purpose is to provide students with a 
sense of pride in their academic career and help 
students become aware of what they are capable 
of doing in school and beyond. Visit www.cafn.ca/
education.html for more details!

Shäw nithän.

Here is my new contact information:
D. Luke S. Campbell (Agunday)
Elementary Education Support Worker (Whitehorse)
(867) 332-5857 cell
(867) 393-6234 fax

The Kane and Darbyshire Family
of the late Dora Kane-Dunphy-Lautamus

would like to thank all of the people who donated 
and helped with the Headstone Potlatch 

on May 12, 2012:

Thank You from the Kane 
& Darbyshire Family

The Lautamus family
Albert Hume

Vera and Billy Owlchild
Charlotte Kane
Harold Johnson 

Lydia Jim
Rene Allair

David Bunbury

Norman Adamson
Kathy  VanBibber
Shannon Walker

Darlene Jim
Wesley Kinney
John Fingland

Jackie Chambers
Valerie Chambers
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announCements Congratulations, Caleb!

Who am I not to be?
"Our deepest fear is not 
that we are inadequate.
Our deepest fear is that we are 
powerful beyond measure. 
It is our light, not our darkness 
that most frightens us.... 
We ask ourselves.... 
Who am I to be brilliant, gor-
geous, talented, fabulous? 

Actually, who are you not to be? 
You are a child of God. 
Your playing small does not serve the world.
There is nothing enlightened about shrinking so 
that other people won't feel insecure around you. 
We are all meant to shine, as children do.
We were born to make manifest the glory of God that is 
within us.
It's not just in some of us; it's in everyone.
And as we let our own light shine, 
we unconsciously give other people permission to do the 
same. 
As we are liberated from our own fear, 
our presence automatically liberates others."

We are so proud you and we know 
you will pursue and follow your dreams,

Love always, Mom, Dad, Cody and Kirsten

Hayden Woodruff has permanent residence in the Thomp-
son Center after many weeks living in Whitehorse Hospital.  

Special thanks to CAFN, Lorraine Stick, and First Nations 
Health for all their hard work and support for our Elder.

ELDERS FUEL 
Please contact Jacquie Chambers with all requests 
for Elders fuel assistance at (867) 634-4102 or 
634-5219.

FLU SHOTS
Elders flu shots will be available on November 1 at 
the Elders lunch at Da Kų.  Community Flu shots 
are available on November 14th in the CAFN Coun-
cil Chambers 1:30-3:30 p.m., and other clinics will 
be announced.
Jacquie Chambers
Community Care & Elders Fuel Coordinator
(867) 634-4012 
(867) 634-5219 cell
jchambers@cafn.ca

Elder Care

House of Beads/Kawoot Daakahidi
836 Main Street (next to the car wash)
PO Box 541
Haines, Alaska  99827
(907) 766-3351
Email: janhill@aptalaska.net

We have a great variety of beads, beading supplies, 
jewelry and gifts, including locally made jewelry, Yu-
kon mocassins, and other beaded items.  We also do 
special orders if we don't have what you need in stock.  
And, we are open all year.  I truly appreciate all my 
friends, old and new, and family who stop by my shop 
when they are in Haines.  We also hope to be offering 
some creative beading classes throughout the winter 
months!
Jan Hill

Haines House of Beads
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Between April and September community views 
were garnered through a series of structured con-
versations with CAFN Citizens in the communi-
ties of Takhini, Champagne, Haines Junction and 
Whitehorse as well as an on-line and paper survey.  
Please come and join us for a presentation on the 
results.

• Monday, October 22, Takhini River Subdivision
• Wednesday, October 24, Champagne Hall
• Thursday, October 25, Haines Junction, Da Ku
• Monday, October 29, Whitehorse, Yukon Inn, 

Fireside Room

Join us for:  Dinner & Door Prizes 

Evenings start at 6.00 p.m. 

Vanessa Innes
Manager, Economic Development
Tel: 867-456-6880
Cell: 867-332-5148

Economic Development

Congratulations to Mike Rudyk, who was the ran-
domly selected winner of the CAFN online eco-
nomic development survey.  Congratulations!
Many thanks to all who participated.

The following workshops will be offered in White-
horse. CAFN will cover the cost of the course and 
assist with travel and accommodations if required. 

• The Wall: October 18 to 21; 
• Advancement of Excellence: October 27, 28 

and November 24, 25. Commencement De-
cember 8.

Please check out the website at www.excellences-
eminars.com for more information.

Shadelle Chambers
schambers@cafn.ca
(867) 456-6879
(867) 332-5247 cell

Excellence Seminars

Congratulations to Shania Jackson for receiving 
the following awards:
• RCMP Award
• Academic Achievement Award
Love Mom, Dad and Shelby and family

Congratulations, Shania

Alex, Kathy and Helen VanBibber's family would 
like to sincerely thank all the people who helped 
out with the Celebration of Life dinner held for Sue 
and Helen VanBibber this August, and especially 
all the people who attended and supported their 
families.  Thank you!

Thank You 
from the VanBibber Family

Congratulations, Warren

Congratulations to Warren Strand on being award-
ed the Most Promising Emerging Performing Artist 
at the 2012 Adäka Cultural Festival.
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speCial greetings

CONGRATULATIONS to Sarina Primozic for getting into 
the MAD Program in Whitehorse!
From Mom & Aunties Gina & Carmel
Also from Anthony, Natane & all your cousins!

Happy Birthday to our sister Georgina Griffith on July 
18th.  From Monica and Carmel 

Happy 2nd Birthday to our cousin Jaccob Griffith!
From Alea, Savannah, Natane, Anthony & Sarina

Happy Birthday to Katelyn Hirsh & Great Grandma 
Marge on Aug. 22nd
From Natane, Anthony, Sarina, Alea & Savannah

Venesa Lutz August 21.

A Big Ol’ Happy 29th birthday to Venesa Lutz for Au-
gust 21.  The last birthday you will have to celebrate, 
because you can stop counting after 29.  From your 
Loving Husband Chris and your beautiful kids Harmony 
and Justus.

A very happy Birthday to:  
John Hume - July 7th - Love from Vera and kids  
John Williams - July 18th - Love from Mom & Dad
Fran Petterson - July 26th - Love from John & Family
Deborah Williams - July 28th - Love from Mom & Dad
Chris Williams - July 30th -  Love from Mom & Dad

Happy 22nd Birthday to Derrick Smith on September 
12th from Mom, Dalli and Dayna!

Kwìdlį dzenù sòthän nch’į!
Happy Birthday!

Belated Happy Birthday to Shyanne from Grandma 
Vera and Grandpa John for September 13.

Happy Birthday to: 
• Dwayne Mazur and Jaden Hume for August
• Kevin Jim and Darrel Birckel for September
• Charles Hume, Jonas Scheraig, and Carrol Buzzel 

for October
• Dustin Mazur and Scott Hume for November
• Barb Hume, Derek Hume, Denise Hume and Albert 

Hume for December
From the Hume-Mazur Family

Happy Sweet 16th Birthday to Karalyn Mindee Smith 
for September 4, 2012.  Love from her family. 

Happy Birthday to Dalli Smith for October 12.

Happy Birthday to Dayna Arnell Smith November 19.

Happy 8th Birthday to Cameron Sidney on October 29. 
From your family

Happy belated Birthdays to:
Grandma Florence - May 7th
Auntie Monica- May 11th
Auntie Carmel- June 25th
Auntie Marion- June 29th
From Denise, Damien, Jaccob, Alea & Savannah

Happy 2nd Birthday to our son Jaccob, from Mom & 
Dad.

Happy Birthday Wishes to:
Tristin Primozic- July 17th
Mommy  (Georgina) - July 18th
Natane & Anthony- July 30th
Savannah Griffith- Aug. 17th
Auntie Trishie- Aug. 19th
Great Grandma Marge & Katelyn Hirsh- Aug. 22nd
From: Denise, Damien & Jaccob

Happy Birthday to:
Our sister Trish Hirsh on Aug. 19th
Grandma Marge on Aug. 22nd
From Monica, Georgina & Carmel

Congratulations to Millie Joe and Nathan Carlick 
on the birth of their baby girl, 

Nevaeh Barbara Julie Joe-Carlick.  
born October 1, 2012, weighing 5 lbs, 15 oz.  

in Whitehorse, Yukon.

Happy 35th wedding anniversary 
to Fred and Val Chambers on October 8th.  

From Shadelle, Cameron, Adrianna

 
Happy 20th 
Birthday 

Heather VanBibber
Love Mom and 

Dalton 
August 10th, 2012
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Calendar

Tuesdays - Takhini Family Game Night, 7-9 p.m. at 
Takhini Hall.

Tuesdays - Sewing Circle, 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the old Dä 
Kų.

Wednesdays - Haines Junction Family Game Night, 
7-9 p.m. at the old Dä Kų.

Tuesday - Thursday - Pilates and Yoga, 5:15 - 6:45 p.m. 
at the old Dä Kų.

Thursdays - Elders Tea and Fitness Lunch, 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. in Haines Junction.

First Friday of every month - Elders Tea and Fitness 
Lunch, Whitehorse.

October 18-19 - Chief and Council meeting, Haines 
Junction, Council Chambers.

October 24 - Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) 
learning series, 8-10 a.m. at the old Dä Kų and CAFN 
Whitehorse.  

Champagne and aishihik first Nations
www.cafn.ca

Stories, photos, greetings and artwork are welcome.  
Please send your submissions to:  almckinnon@cafn.ca

All material within is the property of Champagne and Aishihik First Nations.  
No material can be reproduced without the expressed written consent of the above party.

Dàkwänia
is available in full color
@ www.cafn.ca/news

This newsletter is 
printed on recycled 
paper.

304 Jarvis Street 
Whitehorse, YT Y1A 2H2

(867) 456-6888

PO Box 5310 
Haines Junction, YT Y0B 1L0

(867) 634-4200

Dàkwänia

October 26 - Halloween Dance for children and youth, 
6 p.m. at the St. Elias Convention Centre.

October 31 - Halloween Bonfire and Fireworks, Haines 
Junction weigh scales.

November 2-4 - Being the Change Community Work-
shop, St. Elias Convention Centre, Haines Junction.  
Please contact Maggie Mann at (867) 634-2231 or 
maggie.mann@gov.yk.ca for more info and to register.

November 15 - Library Craft Sale, Haines Junction, St. 
Elias Convention Centre.

November 15-16 - Chief and Council meeting, 
Whitehorse.

November 24 - CAFN Youth General Assembly 
and Dance, Da Kų Cultural Centre, Haines Junction.  
Please contact Charlene Hume for more details at 
chume@cafn.ca or (867) 634-4249.

December 13-14 - Chief and Council meeting, 
Haines Junction, Council Chambers.

December 24 - January 4 - CAFN offices closed.

Early snow on the St. Elias Mountains this September - 
Haines Junction
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CAFN's Sole Sisters at the 2012 Relay for Life Relay in Whitehorse 
this summer.  Left to right: Sharmane Jones, Marsha Sparvier, 
Miranda Williams, Doreen Williams and Diane Strand.


