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The Champagne and Aishihik First Nations 

Chief and Council made an eagerly awaited 

announcement on January 26, 2008.  They 

declared 2008 the Year of Honoring and 

Celebrating Elders’ Knowledge.  The an-

nouncement was made during a potlatch to 

celebrate the conclusion of 2007 as CAFN’s 

Year of Our Youth. 
 

“Recognizing our elders as an incredibly 

valuable resource and celebrating them as 

individuals is the idea behind this theme,” 

says Chief Diane Strand.  “We want to use 

this as an opportunity to build upon the al-

ready important role elders have in CAFN.” 
 

Chief and Council will begin with a special 

presentation during the Gopher Robe Sewing 

Project, the week of February 18-22, at Da 

Ku in Haines Junc-

tion.  The project is 

an “Elders’” project, 

with a focus on pass-

ing down knowledge 

and skills. Work be-

gan last year to har-

vest the gophers.  

Elders, staff and 

community members 

have continued to 

skin the gophers and 

prepare the hides.  

The sewing will be-

gin February 18. 
 

“The finished robe will be a tangible repre-

sentation of knowledge we’ve learned from 

the elders, and it’s being handed down to 

future generations,” says Heritage Re-

sources Officer  

Frances Oles. 
 

An Elders General 

A s s e m b l y  i s 

planned to bring all 

elders together to 

develop initiatives 

for this special 

year, and to look at 

more ways to en-

sure elder’s knowl-

edge is passed on. 
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Elders Marge Jackson and May Long prepare a gopher hide 
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Message from the Chief 
 

Dear Fellow Citizens: 
 

I hope this greeting finds you 
warm and healthy this Dänji 
N-zhā (groundhog month-
February) .  I am pleased to 
give you an update on my re-
cent and upcoming activities 
this winter. 

 
First and most importantly, Council is happy to 
declare 2008 the Year of Honoring and Cele-
brating Our Elders Knowledge.  This will be 
a priority in our work plans and budgets and we 
look forward to a special year with our elders. 
 
Thank you to all who attended the Year of Our 
Youth Potlatch in January.  And many thanks 
to councilors Lorraine Stick and Mary Jane Jim 
for organizing the potlatch, and to coordinator 
Angie Charlebois and her hard-working crew. 
 
Looking back, during the Christmas holiday 
and the first part of January, I took the opportu-
nity to regenerate personally for the busy tasks of 
the new year.  I spent a week in the bush, a week 
with my daughter in Mexico, and just over a 
week in a meditation retreat.  I found healing 
and rejuvenation in each activity.  I want to 
thank Deputy Chief Steve Smith for ensuring all 
aspects of the office were well taken care of. 
 
Looking forward, I have a number of big meet-
ings and events planned for February and 
March. 
 
I will be in Ottawa for a week with Councilor 
Mary Jane Jim and Secretariat Director 
Fran Asp to lobby Canada to engage in a 
pre-FTA mandating dialogue and for a col-
laborative response to the findings of the Im-
plementation and FTA Reviews.  We will be 
meeting with Ministers and their senior offi-
cials.  Other Yukon Self-governing First Na-
tions Chiefs and their officials will also be 
in attendance.  Our FTA will expire March 31, 
2009, therefore we need to secure our next fund-

ing agreement now.  While in Ottawa, I also look 
forward to representing our First Nations dur-
ing Yukon Day. 
 
Council is having planning meetings for our re-
sponse to the Child Act Review and Social Assis-
tance rates.  We were also approved for new 
PSTA funding for Alcohol and Drug Services 
(ADS), and already met with staff to determine a 
spending plan for these new funds.  
 
Council will be meeting to discuss our position 
on the Southern Tutchone Tribal Council.  The 
STTC has received a grant to carry out a formal 
review over the next two years to develop the 
modern-day role of the STTC. 
 
At the end of February, I’m excited to be travel-
ing to Fairbanks with the Dakwakada Dancers 
to perform at the Festival of Native Arts. 
   
In March, Council looks forward to spending a 
visioning day with the Heritage, Lands and Re-
sources Department and staff.  The Council will 
also be meeting to work on the CAFN Personnel 
Policy.  And I will be participating in a CYFN 
Special General Assembly. 
 
And, last but not least, Council is getting ready 
for the new budget cycle and our workplans for 
FY2008-09.  We also look forward to a produc-
tive discussion on how to operate the Executive 
Office more efficiently, including clarifying 
Council's roles and responsibilities.   
 
Sincerely, 
Diane Strand 
 
P.S.  Congratulations to Cisco Smith on receiv-
ing the Exemplary Service Medal with a Silver 
Bar from the Yukon Government for 30 years in 
fire services.  And a big congratulations to 
Natane Primozic on taking first place in a 
Yukon Literacy Contest with her essay “the Best 
Camping Trip”! 
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CHIEF AND COUNCIL UPDATE 

The Chief and Council passed motions on 

the following during their December 20,  

2007 and January 24-25, 2008 regular 

meetings. 

 

Mortgage Transfer 

Chief and Council approved transfer of a 

CMHC mortgage for about $30,000 from 

CIBC to the First Nations Bank, as they of-

fered the lowest interest rate. 

 

Administration of Justice  

Council approved authorizing Chief Strand 

to sign the Framework Agreement for Ad-

ministration of Justice negotiations.  See 
page 14 for more details. 
 
Income Tax Agreement 

Council approved signing an agreement 

with the Government of Canada on auditing 

procedures to ensure the appropriate 

amount of income tax is transferred from 

Revenue Canada to CAFN. 

 

Program and Service Transfer  

Agreements (PSTAs) 

Chief and Council endorsed the signing of 

four PSTAs with Canada by Deputy Steve 

Smith, under Section 17.  They are:  

1. Home and Community Care ($142,457 

ongoing funding plus $22,500 transi-

tional funding). 

2. Post Secondary Education ($296,977). 

3. Health Initiatives ($17,756 ongoing 

funding for FASD and HIVAIDS and 

$54,465 from 2007 to 2010 for suicide 

prevention, diabetes initiative, and ma-

ternal programs). 

4. NNADAP Enhancement ($3,092). 

Chief Strand is also authorized to sign the 

PSTA for Aboriginal Languages once it is 

finalized.  

Youth at Risk 

CAFN Chief and Council agree to set aside 

$50,000.00 for youth at risk in Whitehorse 

which may include a shelter or program-

ming.  The funding will come from the con-

tingency fund.  More info on page 4. 
 

Travel Regulations Policy 

Council passed an amendment to the Travel 

Regulations Policy to allow a $25 per diem 

per day for meals during field work. 

 

Strategic Plan 

Chief and Council approved the 2008-09 

Strategic Plan. 

 

2008 Year of Declaration 

Chief and Council declared 2008 the Year of 

Honoring and Celebrating Elders Knowl-

edge. 

 

Trap Assistance Policy 

Council approved the Trap Assistance Pol-

icy.  See pages 10-11 for more info. 
 
In Camera Policy 

Chief and Council approved an In Camera 

Policy to be included in the CAFN Council 

Policy. 

 
Elk Winter Tick Treatment Pen 

Chief and Council approved use of 43 acres 

of land near Takhini River Subdivision to 

erect a pen to treat elk for the winter tick 

infestation. See pages 18-19 for more info. 
 

Want a copy of the Chief and Council meet-
ing minutes?  Please phone 634-4200, or 
they are available at the reception desk at 
the CAFN administration building in 
Haines Junction.  The 2008 Chief and Coun-
cil meeting schedule is available on page 11, 
or online at www.cafn.ca. 
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The Year of Our Youth Potlatch 

The Year of Our Youth Potlatch was a 

great success.  Many elders, youth and 

families were in attendance.  The large as-

sembly was treated to music by local youth 

in the atrium, a performance by the Dak-

wakada Dancers and an eccentric musical 

performance by Washboard Hank.  Gift-

giving was also a big part of the evening 

with older youth receiving CAFN hoodies 

and ball caps and younger ones receiving 

other goodies.   
 

Many volunteers must be thanked for their 

hard work.  Monica Primozic, Sheila Greer, 

Kathleen Brown and Katie Johnson helped 

with registration, gift organizing, and any 

job needing doing.  Katie Johnson helped 

me for 12 hours on Saturday and was run 

off her feet.  Thank you to Diane Strand 

and Jonnie-Lyn Kushniruk for the late 

night cleanup help.   
 

I would like to thank the cook Grace Jack-

son, cook’s helpers Gail Fraser and Carla 

Boss and servers Luke Campbell and 

Shauna Strand for their hard work.  Thank 

you to Cecil too. 
 

Coordinating this potlatch was a great hon-

our for me.  Thank you to everyone who at-

tended and helped make it a success. 

Angie Charlebois   

YOUTH 

NEWS 

Outstanding Youth Achievements 
Participants at the Year of Our Youth Potlatch also had the opportunity to submit the names of youth 

they thought should be recognized for great achievements.  They are: 

• Chase Smith-Tutin, who got his first moose last year at age 13. 

• Nigel Boyle - He’s taken more of a leadership role with the youth and taken pride in his culture. 

• Ashley Ann Boss - For completing her Intensive Diploma in Administrative Technology and return-

ing to the Yukon to recognize survivors of residential school by working with Lakowics, Shier and 

Hoffman as an administrative legal assistant.  She will be returning next fall to further her career in 

law. 

• Madison Allen - For stick gambling and playing hockey on the Yukon female peewee rep team. 

• Cameron and Adrianna Sidney - For completing Puddle Jumpers swimming lessons. 

Homeless Youth 

Champagne and Aishihik First Nations is 

committed to helping homeless youth in 

Whitehorse, and Chief and Council have 

designated $50,000 from the contingency 

fund to help with the problem. 
 

“We recognize there are a lot of aboriginal 

youth on the street in Whitehorse and we 

want to help,” says Chief Strand.  “Right 

now we are looking for other First Nations 

to partner with.” 
 

The First Nations would like to collaborate 

with other First Nation organizations to 

make a meaningful impact.  They are con-

sidering a variety of options, including in-

vesting in a youth shelter, youth program-

ming, and research.  But, it is critical to 

have a realistic plan first so the money is 

most likely to reach the youth who need it 

the most. 
 

“There really is some urgency to find safe 

places for aboriginal kids on the street to go.  

It is a big challenge and an incredibly im-

portant issue, and we want to be part of the 

solution,” says Strand. 
 

Council is systematically reviewing the is-

sue to ensure the $50,000 is spent responsi-

bly.  Chief Strand is meeting with Yukon 

leaders to discuss options.  In-depth re-

search is currently underway by staff, and 

Council is engaging with CAFN Manage-

ment Committee on the issue. 
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LANGUAGE 

UPDATE 

Dännch’e? Happy ádzųą dzēna! (sweetheart 

day) 

 

The Language Nest program at the 

Shawkwunlee Daycare is running success-

fully daily from 9:00 am – 12:00 noon with 

Mrs. Doris Allen.  Parent involvement is 

more than welcome and encouraged as the 

language starts at home. 

 

The Haines Junction Southern Tut-

chone Language Classes are every Tues-

day and Thursday 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm at Dä 

Kų with Doris and Agnes. All are welcome 

to learn and share in language, learning 

and stories.  Please feel free to bring your 

sewing. 

 

NEW! We are happy to start a Whitehorse 

Southern Tutchone Language Class! 

Every Tuesday and Thursday starting Feb-

ruary 5 at 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm at the CAFN 

Whitehorse Office, with Mrs. Dorothy Bel-

rose.  All are welcome to attend these ses-

sions to learn and share in language and 

stories. 

 

We will re-start the CAFN Staff Lan-

guage Literacy Sessions with Lena Tutin 

and Vera Williams in February.  Every 

Wednesday and Thursday morning, 9:00 am 

– 9:30 am in the CAFN Council Chambers.  

All staff are encouraged to attend and are 

more than welcome to bring a friend.   

Please call to confirm start dates. 

 

Spring Culture Camp!  This year’s spring 

Culture Camp has been set for March 14 – 

18 and will be held in Ashèyi !  Posters and 

registration packages will be out soon! If 

you have any ideas for this year’s camp, 

please let us know. 

 

I am always looking for and welcome all in-

terested Elders and fluent speakers or re-

source persons for our language program-

ming.  Please call if you are interested in 

sharing your valuable knowledge and pass-

ing on your language and traditions. 

 

The following are some Southern Tutchone 

words you can use this Valentine’s Day with 

your family and at home.  The Language 

Nest children can teach you. 

 

My heart        ädzē 

Rub Noses     tsį n-tsän 

I Love You     ak’et’sadlį 

Be My Valentine    á valentine n-ch’e 

My friend        ätląyą 

Hug me           äk’wänjī 

 

If you have any questions, ideas to share, or 

suggestions please feel free to call anytime, 

also if you require a ride to any of the lan-

guage programs please do not hesitate to 

call for a ride.  Däk’ännta (take care). 
 

Gwänaschis! 
 

Millie Joe 
Language Coordinator 
(867) 634-4013 – collect calls welcome 
(867) 634-5174 – cell phone 
or e-mail: mjoe@cafn.ca 

CAFN youngsters at Ätthän Gän Camp in 2006 
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OUR STUDENTS ACHIEVING EXCELLENCE 

A job well done to each of the following 2006-07 Student Scholarship recipients: 

 

Post Secondary Students 

Noli Eastmure (YNTEP)   - Highest GPA in Bachelor/Masters 

        - Priority Fields of Study 

 

MaryJane Smith (Mental Health) - Highest GPA in Diploma/Univ Trans. 

        - Priority Fields of Study 

 

Ken Hubbard (Sciences)   - Priority Fields of Study 

                                        - Field of study Achievement Award 

 

Stephanie Brown (Communications) - Priority Fields of Study 

                                                          - Field of study Achievement Award 

 

Secondary Students 

Grade 9 Lenna Charlie 

Grade 10 Jessica Trotter 

               Melina Hougen 

Grade 12 Hailey Jager 

                Cody Hougen 

                Lindsay Chambers 

     Mathew Trotter 

 

Congratulations to Juanita Joe for completing College-Prep, and to Joan 

Fromme, Michelle Fromme-Marcellin and Colleen Reimer for completing Mas-

ter’s degrees!  And congratulations to Mathew Trotter for achieving Honors 

for the 2006-07 school year.  The Education Department commends you on 

your hard work and academic excellence. 

 

A few reminders to students: 
 

• All Post Secondary Students, please send your most recent transcripts to the Education 

Department.  Phone (867) 633-8901 or e-mail psadmin@cafn.ca for the mailing address. 

• Yukon College in Haines Junction will be hosting an Interpretive Planning course.  Any-

one interested in enrolling, please contact Steve Osborne at 634-8800. 

• ATTENTION— Any youth graduating outside of the Yukon, please contact the Educa-

tion Department at (867) 633-8901 so we can recognize your hard work too.  Sometimes 

we miss students who deserve recognition for their academic achievements! 

• And a reminder to citizens that the Post Secondary funding application is on the CAFN 

website as well as description of the funding available at www.cafn.ca.  We will update 

the Education page on a continual basis. 
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NEW FACES 

Heritage, Lands & Resources  

Administrator 

Michele MacDonald 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Michele MacDonald is the new Administrator 

for the Heritage, Lands and Resources Depart-

ment.  Her main duties are to provide adminis-

trative and clerical support to department staff.  

Michele has worked in administration, finance, 

social work and hairdressing.  She is an avid 

sewer, hairdresser, and traditional parent.  She 

brings with her a rich diverse background, 

consisting of both formal & informal educa-

tion  
 

Born in Hay River, NWT, Michele is a Southern 

Slavey from the Deh Gah Gotie Dene Council in 

Fort Providence.  Her Slavey name is Yatsu, her 

Tlingit name is Kauganay, and her Southern 

Tutchone name is Kasaklaya.  Since deciding 

that her heart belonged to the Yukon, where 

she has lived most of her life, Michele returned 

to the north in 1990 to stay.  In 1992, she met 

her husband Delmer MacDonald.  They now re-

side at Pine Lake with their three children, Ty-

ler, Amy and Mariah. 

 

Michele’s experience with CAFN has been re-

warding.  She anticipates meeting and assisting 

you with your requests, and looks forward to 

the journey with CAFN government and people.  

For general inquiries regarding the HLR De-

partment, contact Michele at:  
 

Phone: (867) 634-4235 or  
E-mail: mmacdonald@cafn.ca 

Champagne Aishihik  

Community Corporation 

NEEDS YOU! 
CAFN is seeking citizens to sit on a 

grass-roots board that provides direc-

tion on local economic development.  

Submit your Boards and Committees 

Application/Nomination form and re-

sume at either CAFN office.  Forms are 

available  at www.cafn.ca, or at the 

front desk of either office.  

Gwänaschis! 

Customary Law Researcher 

Megan MacConnell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome back to Megan McConnell, who began 

work in January on a seven-month customary 

law research project.  

 

She will be performing a gap analysis of tapes 

and transcripts in Heritage, then performing 

Elders interviews to fill in the gaps with cus-

tomary laws, with a primary focus on family 

laws. In addition to these tasks, Megan will re-

search how to incorporate customary laws into 

restorative justice and peacemaking processes. 

She will also assist with some initial research 

into the establishment of a key word search da-

tabase. This project is part of a five year plan 

for customary law research.  Our first year 

funding is from the Gordon Foundation.  

 

Please welcome Megan who is with us till mid-

August, when she will attend law school. 

Megan's office is next door to Community Jus-

tice Coordinator Shona GreyBear in the Yukon 

College building in Haines Junction. 
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HOUSING, PROPERTIES  

& MUNICIPAL SERVICES  

UPDATE 

Bradley Jim Completes  

First Year of Carpenter Apprenticeship 

 

January 12, 2008 
 

Dear Bradley, 
 

Housing, Properties and Municipal Services 

staff would like to congratulate you on your 

successful completion of your first year in 

the Carpenter Apprenticeship Program.  It 

is great that you have a strong desire to ful-

fill your interest in becoming a carpenter. 

CAFN will support you as you go through 

each year of your program. 
 

Good luck in your efforts to becoming a car-

penter. 
 

Regards, 

Wilf Carter, Director 
Housing, Properties and Municipal Services 

 

Change a light. Replacing a regular light 

bulb with a compact fluorescent one saves 

150 pounds of carbon dioxide each year.* 
 

Drive less. Walk, bike, carpool, take mass 

transit and/or trip chain. All of these things 

can help reduce gas consumption and one 

pound of carbon dioxide for each mile you do 

not drive. 
 

Recycle more and buy recycled. Save up 

to 2,400 pounds of carbon dioxide each year 

just by recycling half of your household 

waste. By recycling and buying products 

with recycled content you also save energy, 

resources and landfill space! 
 

Check your tires. Properly inflated tires 

mean good gas mileage. For each gallon of 

gas saved, 20 pounds of carbon dioxide are 

also not produced. 
 

Use less hot water. It takes a lot of energy 

to heat water. Reducing the amount used 

means big savings in not only your energy 

bills, but also in carbon dioxide emissions. 

Using cold water for your wash saves 500 

pounds of carbon dioxide a year, and using a 

low flow showerhead reduces 350 pounds of 

carbon dioxide. Make the most of your hot 

water by insulating your tank and keeping 

the temperature at or below 120 degrees. 
 

Avoid products with a lot of packaging. 

Preventing waste from being created in the 

Ten Basic Tips  

To Help Stop Climate Change 
 

Don’t have a lot of time? But want to take 

action? Here are 10 simple, everyday things 

each of us can do to help stop climate 

change. Pick one, some or all. Every little 

effort helps and adds up to a whole lot of 

good. We can take care of our land  and our planet together 
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4. Check for toilet tank 

leaks by adding food col-

oring to the tank. If the 

toilet is leaking, color 

will appear within 30 

minutes. Check the toi-

let for worn out, cor-

roded or bent parts. 

Most replacement parts are inexpensive, 

readily available and easily installed. 

(Flush as soon as test is done, since food 

coloring may stain tank.) 

5. Avoid flushing the toilet unnecessarily. 

Dispose of tissues, insects and other such 

waste in the trash rather than the toilet. 

6. Take shorter showers. Replace your 

showerhead with an ultra-low-flow version. 

Some units are available that allow you to 

cut off the flow without adjusting the water 

temperature knobs. 

7. Use the minimum amount of water 

needed for a bath by closing the drain first 

and filling the tub only 1/3 full. Plug the 

tub before turning water on. The initial 

burst of cold water can be warmed by add-

ing hot water later. 

8. Don't let water run while shaving or 

washing your face. Brush your teeth first 

while waiting for water to get hot, then 

wash or shave after filling the basin. 

9. Operate automatic dishwashers and 

clothes washers only when they are fully 

loaded or properly set the water level for 

the size of load you are using. 

10. When washing dishes by hand, fill one 

sink or basin with soapy water. Quickly 

rinse under a slow-moving stream from the 

faucet. 

11. Store drinking water in the refrigerator 

rather than letting the tap run every time 

into a cool glass of water. 

12. Do not use running water to thaw meat 

or other frozen foods. Defrost food over-

night in the refrigerator or by using the de-

frost setting on your microwave. 

first place means that there is less energy 

wasted and fewer resources consumed. 

When you purchase products with the least 

amount of packaging, not only do you save 

money, but you also help the environment! 

Reducing your garbage by 10 percent re-

duces carbon dioxide emissions by 1,200 

pounds. 
 

Adjust your thermostat. Keeping your 

thermostat at 20 degrees in winter and 15 

degrees in summer not only helps with your 

energy bills, but it can reduce carbon diox-

ide emissions as well. No matter where you 

set your dial, two degrees cooler in the win-

ter or warmer in the summer can mean a 

reduction of 2,000 pounds of carbon dioxide 

a year. 
 

Plant a tree. A single tree can absorb one 

ton of carbon dioxide over its lifetime. 
 

Turn off electronic devices when not in 

use. Simply turning off your TV, VCR, com-

puter and other electronic devices can save 

each household thousand of pounds of car-

bon dioxide each year. 
 

Stay informed. Use the Earth 911 Web 

site to help stay informed about environ-

mental issues, and share your knowledge 

with others. Together, we can and do Make 

Every Day Earth Day™! 

 
 

Water Saving Tips 
 

1. Never put water down the drain when 

there may be another use for it such as wa-

tering a plant or garden, or cleaning. 

2. Verify that your home is leak-free.  

Many homes have hidden water leaks. 

3. Repair dripping faucets by replacing 

washers. If your faucet is dripping at the 

rate of one drop per second, you can expect 

to waste 2,700 gallons per year which will 

add to the cost of water and sewer utilities, 

or strain your septic system. 
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NEW CAFN  

TRAP ASSISTANCE 

POLICY 

The Champagne & Aishihik First Nations 

(CAFN) Strategic Plan mandates the devel-

opment of a Harvest Support Program. This 

program will eventually provide support for 

hunting, fishing and trapping activities of 

CAFN citizens as a way of life. It’s a pro-

gram that enhances and maintains the rela-

tionship between First Nations and the 

land. It is our intent to secure funding to 

develop a harvest/traditional activity sup-

port program that will promote an active 

traditional lifestyle such as trapping.  

 

CAFN recognizes that most traplines are 

underutilized as there is little to no incen-

tive to actively utilize traplines, due to gen-

erally low fur prices, high expenses to pur-

chase and maintain equipment, and trap-

ping standards have changed, making most 

existing traps held by trappers obsolete and 

illegal. 

 

In the interim, CAFN Chief and Council ap-

proved the policy (see next page) to provide 
assistances to acquire traps for all CAFN 

citizens who are Registered Trapping  

 

Concession (RTC) holders within our Tradi-

tional Territory, or assistant trappers on 

CAFN Category One traplines. To maintain 

a fair and effective method of allocating 

traps to trappers so they can continue to 

maintain their family based harvesting tra-

ditions and strengthen ties to the land. 

 

CAFN will be offering two procedures for 

RTC holders or assistance trappers to pur-

chase appropriate traps or CAFN will pur-

chase an inventory of traps for trapping sea-

son. Option one, CAFN provides a $500.00 

Purchase Order (enough to purchase up to 

20 traps) to the individual to purchase ap-

propriate traps from the supplier. Option 

two, CAFN will purchase an inventory of 

traps. Applicants will sign an agreement to 

return the traps at the end of the trapping 

season or agree to pay the subsidized rate 

for unreturned traps.  

 

We are looking into identifying funds for 

this fiscal year.   

 

For further information, please contact: 

Micheal Jim, Renewable Resources Officer 
Phone: (867) 634-4248 
E-mail:  mjim@cafn.ca 
Or drop by the office for a visit 
 

Wolf hides 
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Champagne & Aishihik First Nations 

Trap Assistance Policy     
Approved January 25, 2008 

 

Policy Statement: 

CAFN promotes the trapping industry and 

use of CAFN traplines within our Tradi-

tional Territory by assisting eligible trap-

pers to acquire traps that meet the hu-

mane trapping standards. 
 

CAFN citizens holding Registered trap-

ping Concession and CAFN assistant trap-

pers on Category One traplines are pro-

vided with a one time opportunity to pur-

chase traps at a rate subsidized by 50%. 
 

CAFN lends traps to CAFN citizens hold-

ing  Registered trapping Concessions or a 

CAFN assistant trapper on a Category 

One trapline 

 

Reason for policy: 

This policy provides assistance to acquire 

traps to all CAFN citizens who are Regis-

tered Trapping Concession (RTC) holders 

within our Traditional Territory or assis-

tant trappers on CAFN Category One 

traplines. 
 

To maintain a fair and effective method of 

allocating traps to trappers so they can 

continue to maintain their family based 

harvesting traditions and strengthening 

ties to the land. 

 

Procedure:  

Purchase: 

• CAFN provides Purchase Orders for up 

to $500.00 to the individual to purchase 

appropriate traps from the supplier.  The 

Purchase Orders are to subsidize 50% of 

the cost of the traps. 

Lend: 

• CAFN will purchase an inventory of 

traps. 

Applicants will sign an agreement to return 

the traps at the end of the trapping season 

or pay the subsidized rate for unreturned 

traps. 

 

Appendices: 

Lending Agreement 

 

2008 Chief and Council  

Meeting Dates:  
 

February 19-20 

March 19-20 

April 17-18 

May 22-23 

June 19-20 

July 23-24 

July 25-27 - General Assembly 

August – no meeting 

September 25-26 

October 23-24 

November 20-21 

December 18-19 

THE CAFN NEWSLETTER  

IS ONLINE! 

 

See the CAFN Newsletter  

in FULL COLOR  

online at www.cafn.ca.   

If you would like to receive the  

newsletter by e-mail,  please send  

your e-mail address to: 
amymckinnon@northwestel.net 
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WHAT’S NEW? 

...at  St. Elias Community School  

The grade 1 & 2 class traveled to Destruction 

Bay on November 28, 2007 to take part in a 

cultural day with the Kluane Lake School.  

The classes had so much fun making ban-

nock, sewing, drawing and painting, cooking 

and EATING!!  There was moose meat, moose 

sausages, rabbit and grouse.  Thank you to 

Ms. Primozic, and to the helpers, Jean 

Bastien, Marty Ritchie, Cindi Cowie and 

Diane! 

 

On Thursday January 10, 2008, 16 students 

from Haines Junction attended the 2008 Na-

tional Aboriginal Career Fair  in Whitehorse. 

Students enjoyed an exiting day at the Can-

ada Games Center with many career opportu-

nites to chose from.   Thank you to all the stu-

dents for being on time!!  And thank you to 

Vivian Smith and Richard Godson for your 

help!! 

 

School Council Meetings are held on the 1st 

Tuesday of each month, parents are encour-

aged to attend. 

 

Our Outdoor Pursuits program will begin on 

January 22, 2008 at St. Elias School.  We 

have 12 students registered in the program.  

Watch for updates... 

 

Important Dates: 

 

*  February 15, 2008  - School Flag Day 

 

*  February 21, 2008  -  Heritage Fair at St. 

Elias Community School with participants 

from Burwash 

 

 

 

HELPFUL STUDY TIPS: 

Confidence in Your Ability:  You must 

have confidence in your ability to learn.  Do 

not become disturbed if some grades are 

low.  Remember, only a few students can 

excel in every subject.  Study is like any 

other work; do it thoroughly and you will 
succeed! 

 

Time and Place:  Study at a regular time 

and in a regular place, far removed from ra-

dio and television.  Phone calls should not 

be made or received during study periods – 

turn off cell phone.  Clear your desk of any 

items not needed explicitly for studying. 

Grade 1/2 students during a visit to Kluane Lake School 

Grade 1/2 teacher Monica Primozic and student  
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Highlights of the Month 
 

February is National Dental Month which 

goes well with Valentine’s and all the 

sweets.  Please take some time to brush 

your baby’s gums, or teach your toddler to 

brush, and watch those big kids carefully.  

They like to fool you into believing they ac-

tually brushed.  Talk to them about how im-

portant it is to brush and keep their teeth 

healthy.  It’s always good practice to get 

them used to people looking in their mouths 

for their visits to the dentist.  “Happy Val-

entine’s Day!” 
 

March is National Nutrition Month.  Please 

remember to read nutrition labels while 

grocery shopping.  It is a good start to learn-

ing about nutrition in foods that we buy.  

Tip:  When prepping foods try alternative 

ways to prepare or healthier ingredients.    

If you do a little research you will be able to 

make your food more nutritious for your 

family. 
      

∗ Whitehorse Healthy Cooking Classes are 

at # 2 Hospital Rd., EVERY THURS-

DAY FROM 3-5 PM.  BRING YOUR 

FAMILIES AND MAKE A MEAL OF 

IT…. 

∗ Healthy Cooking Haines Jct. Group are 

at Mun Ku from 5-7 pm every Monday or 

Friday now, due to Closure of Madley’s.   

Tracy will call you and let you know 

which day the class will be each week 

until further notice. 
 

Please Inform Tracy as soon as possible 

if you are not going to be attending the 

classes as materials and supplies are 

not wasted.  If you need a ride to and 

from, contact Tracy the day before. 
 

Tracy Kane 
Family Health Promotion Worker 
Phone (867) 634-4222 
Cell (867) 634-5260 

Prenatal/Nutrition & Family Wellness  

Recipes of the Month 
 

Light “N” Easy  Quesadillas   

3/4 cup frozen chopped spinach (thawed & 

drained) 

1 or 2 large diced tomatoes 

3/4 cup drained chick peas 

1/3 cup diced green or hot pepper  

1 tsp chili powder 

6 soft tortillas 

6 light 1 % cheddar cheese slices or shredded 

Mix spinach, chick peas, pepper, tomatoes 

and chili powder. Spread mixture over half 

of tortilla and cheese slice on other half and 

fold, then place on baking sheet. Bake at 350 

for 5 to 8 min until cheese melts. 

 

Banana Chocolate Snack Loaf 

1/2 cup sugar or 1/2 cup splenda 

1 cup all purpose flour 

1 cup whole wheat flour 

2 tsp baking powder 

2 squares unsweetened chocolate grated  

1/2 cup bran cereal  

1/3 cup skim milk 

3 bananas mashed 

2 eggs slightly beaten 

1/3 cup applesauce 

Mix all ingredients, pour into loaf pan and 

bake at 350 for about 30 minutes or until 

toothpick comes out clean. 
~ 

Services We Offer  
∗ Family Health & Wellness Programming 

& Information Sessions 

∗ Nutritional Information Sessions 

∗ Prenatal Support & Supplements 

∗ Postnatal Support & Supplements  

∗ Parental Support & Referral Services 

∗ Weekly Healthy Cooking Classes 

∗ Birth Announcements: contact Tracy @ 

634-4222 or email to tkane@cafn.ca or to            

amymckinnon@northwestel.net 
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What is Administration of Justice 

Framework Agreement Negotiations?  

And how can you become involved?  

Submitted by Barb Joe, Justice Manager 
 

How did CAFN enter into AJA Frame-

work Agreement Negotiations?  

• CAFN initiated the AJA Framework 

Agreement Negotiations in the spring of 2001 

when CAFN informed Canada and Yukon 

that they would like to enter into negotiations 

for an Administration of Justice Agreement 

pursuant to section 13.6.1 of the CAFN Self 

Government Agreement (SGA). 

• Section 13.6.2 of the CAFN SGA says ne-

gotiations for an AJA could include: adjudica-

tion/conflict resolution, law enforcement, cor-

rections, civil remedies, fines, penalties and 

imprisonment, prosecutions and matters re-

lated to Aboriginal justice. 

• CAFN Citizens and Council members set 

three priorities at an October 2004 workshop. 

They are adjudication/conflict resolution, law 

enforcement and corrections. 

For numerous reasons, actual Framework 

Agreement negotiations did not begin until 

the winter of 2006. 

 

What are the major elements in an AJA 

Framework Agreement?  

• The AJA Framework Agreement sets the 

stage for AJA negotiations. 

It lists the process for negotiations, who is 

able to sit in negotiations, what will be nego-

tiated for (such as adjudication/conflict reso-

lution, law enforcement and corrections), and 

timelines for negotiations. 

 

Who signs the Final AJA Framework 

Agreement?  

Following a workshop with CAFN Council in 

December, the CAFN Council has given the 

 

JUSTICE NEWS 

Community Justice Update 
 

Next court is March 13, 2008 
  
Please contact me if you need assistance 

with wills, family separation or pardons. 
  
We are compiling a list of things for cli-

ents on Community Hours to do such as, 

wood stacking, hauling, cleaning projects, 

and snow shoveling. Let us know if there 

is a project you need help with and we will 

try to assist you as soon as possible.  
  
Shona GreyBear   
Community Justice Coordinator 
634-7020 or sgreybear@cafn.ca 

Chief the authority to initial and sign the 

final Framework Agreement. 

 

What happens after the Framework 

Agreement has been signed by CAFN, 

Canada and Yukon?  

• CAFN, Canada and Yukon will enter 

into Administration of Justice Agreement 

negotiations once the Framework Agree-

ment has been signed by all three parties. It 

is estimated these negotiations will last two 

years. 

The three priorities identified above – adju-

dication/dispute resolution, law enforce-

ment and corrections will be negotiated 

from summer 2008 to summer/fall 2010. 

 

How can Citizens, Elders and staff be-

come more involved?  

• You can attend community discussions 

that will take place on a regular basis over 

the next few years. 

• Community discussions are set to 

begin February 11th in Haines Junc-

tion, February 13th in Champagne, Feb-

ruary 18th in Takhini, and February 

20th in Whitehorse. 

• Call Barb Joe at (867) 634-4249 if you 

need more information about these commu-

nity discussions. 
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS 

17 Jamine N A Burns-Loblaw 

 Mary J Folletti 

 Sally Jim 

 Brendon P Joseph 

 Shannon M Maloney 

 Keith D McConnell 

 Elijah F Stick 

18 Justice T-L Billy 

 Arthur F Joe 

 Isaac Junior Moose 

19 Sharmane L Jones 

 Eddy R Joe (aka Smith) 

20 Vera Williams 

21 Alvin O Griffith 

 Damien V F Griffith 

22 Sarah A Fromme 

 Edward L Hotch 

 Tyler J Lebert 

23 Sandra A Clark 

 Grady R Jackson 

 Jamie E Joe-Hudson 

 Helen A Kabanak 

 Frank N Smith 

24 Rachel R Kenny 

25 Reginald D Vance 

26 Gerald L W Asp 

 David W Holway 

 Doris I Hume 

 Kiersen N O'Brien 

 Gail M Sutton 

27 Tasha J Frerich 

28 Brendon K Boyko-Bridges 

 Stephanie D Brown 

 Edward L Hotch II 

29 Gerald W Brown (aka Bones) 

Feburary  

1 Thaeron I G Green 

 Susan Maggie Jackson 

 Joshua A Darbyshire 

2 Kathleen M Brown 

 Kelsey G K Green 

 Richard A Greer 

 Joyce K Johnson 

 Nicholas M W Lanman 

 Skookum Smith 

 Robert R Taylor 

 Deborah A Workman 

3 Fred Brown 

 Jennifer L Chambers 

5 Sheila A Quock 

 Larry D Hotch Jr 

6 Colin J D Long 

 Dakota P Renshaw 

 Brenda R Stehlin 

 Leslie J Walker 

7 Geraldine G Friesen 

9 Maisie Smith 

10 Evon Joe-Francoeur 

 Jerrid A Owlchild 

 Minnie Smith 

11 Rose A Boulton 

 Vanessa Kerwin 

12 Edward J Wabisca 

 Brandon R Williams 

 Aaron J Workman 

13 Darrell R Brown 

 Jennifer D A Joe 

 Desiree J O'Brien 

 Verna J Smith 

 Sheila E Smith 

14 Ashleigh J Jager 

15 Anya A Jim 

 Erin E Jim 

16 Joanne R John 

 Julie D Smith 
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS 

March  

1 Steve L J Etienne 

 Quentin Geddes-Workman 

 Mundy Joe 

2 Frank R Moose Jr 

 Dalton M Van Bibber 

3 Samantha L Collison 

 Patricia L Hume 

 Cecil W Jackson 

 Gary W MacDonald 

4 Kluane L Albert 

 Kyra H L Chambers 

 Michael J Maloney 

 Vivian J Kokotovich 

5 Naomi R Thibodeau 

 Stanley L Wilson 

 Christopher D Allen 

6 Robert D Brown 

 Bruce A Green 

 Scott Wilson 

 Clayton T-B Zacharias 

7 Robin K Chambers 

 Angeline R L Joe 

 Amanda L Knight 

 Danny B Van Bibber 

8 Levi W Graham 

 Michael L Rudyk 

 Dawn M Smeeton-Green 

 James W Workman 

 Gerald E Boss 

9 Rylie W L Green 

 Colin E Long 

10 Asia K Bradasch 

 Michael R Clayton 

 Christopher T Eikland 

 Minnie A Smith 

11 Meta L Bailie 

 Karen M Trussert 

12 Rita L Baker 

 Alexia D Nicholas 

  

  

  

  

  

13 Michael E Bradasch 

14 Sharon A Morgan 

 Logan M Pauls 

15 Curtis Burns 

 Elizabeth M Gladue 

 Alex L John 

 Ada J Koelzer 

 Ryan D E Long 

 Robert C Orr III 

 Jolene Papequash 

16 Thomas P Buzzell 

 Maria J Chambers 

 Lori R Eastmure 

 Skylar T T Gee 

 Jared A Hougen 

 Patricia M Old 

 Dana F R Smith 

 Francine D Smith 

17 Matthew J Birckel 

18 Murray L Clayton Jr 

 Robin L Kushniruk 

19 Bethany R Patchett 

 Stephanie G Twiss 

20 Lawrence J Taylor 

21 David C Folletti 

 Judy J George 

 Bradley B Jim 

 Kimberley R Pettit 

 Tavis D Sturko 

22 Joanne E MacDonald 

 John F Semple 

23 Lilly E Albert 

 Chusia F Graham 

 Stephanie R Hotch 

24 Jacalyn M Joe 

 Bradley K R Joe-Malegana 

 Sheila D Kushniruk 

 Frankie Moose 

 Brittany I-R Smarch 

 Keith A Van Bibber 

25 Lenna E A Charlie 

 Darrell W Dixon 

 Bradley D Jackson 

 

26 Mary Jane Jim-Cant 

 Wayne R Chambers 

 Adeline A Gladue 

 Tyler I Joe 

 Clinton D McCuaig 

 Sharon V Shadow 

 Elizabeth A Watanabe 

27 Sahara N L Bradasch 

 Lindsay C Chambers 

 Alea M J Griffith 

 Dillon R Hawley 

 Charlie R J Jackson 

 Florence A Kushniruk 

 Johnny S Wilson III 

 Matthew P Wilson 

28 Donna J Chambers 

29 Melina M M Hougen 

 Owen W Joe-Strack 

 Darrell J Sturko 

30 Dylan T Boyko 

 Crystal J L Papequash 

 Bronson L Pettitt 

 Keifer D Rissanen 

 Marion D L Smith 

31 Taren J Sturko 
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Happy Birthday to Judy George on  March 21 

from your family. 

 

Ashley & Trisha would like to wish our dad Ge-

rald Brown (Bones) a very HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 

Belated Birthday Greeting 

December 14th - I would like to wish my  

granddaughter Isabel James Walker  Happy 

6th Birthday.   

Love from Grandma Grace 
 

A birthday wish for February 12 for Brandon 

Williams and on February 20 for Vera Williams.  

Wishing you a great birthday and many more! 

And belated birthday wishes to Alex and Nicho-

las Wiliams on January 15 and Doreen Wil-

liams for January 20.   

From your family 
 

Lawrence McLaren and Ronalda 

Moses are proud to announce the 

birth of their first baby, Chayce 

Haiden Moses McLaren born De-

cember 3/07, weight 8lbs 11oz, 

born at Nanaimo General Hospi-

tal.  Proud Grandmother Marie 

McLaren and Great Grandmother 

Polly Fraser. 

SPECIAL GREETINGS 

Welcome Baby Chayce! 
Thank you ~ Gwänaschis ~ Thank you ~ Gwänaschis ~ Thank you ~ Gwänaschis ~ Thank you ~ Gwänaschis ~ 

Madu ~ MussiMadu ~ MussiMadu ~ MussiMadu ~ Mussi    
 

For all of the kindness, support, condo-
lence wishes and cash donations pro-

vided during the sudden loss of my 
birthfather, Bruce Smith.  
 

Your kindness has touched my family 

and me. It truly is a blessing to know 
that others support you and feel your 

loss when someone passes so unexpect-

edly. It does make the load of the loss, 
much more bearable.  
 

Your contributions of kindness have 

helped in more ways than you can 
imagine.   

From Lisa Pauls and Family 
 

 

INSTRUCTIONSINSTRUCTIONSINSTRUCTIONSINSTRUCTIONS    
A Poem by Rev. Arnold Crompton  

When I have moved beyond you in the adventure of life,  
Gather in some pleasant place 
And there remember me with spoken words,  
old and new. Let a tear fall if you will,  
but let a smile come quickly 
For I have loved the laughter of life. 

Do not linger too long with your solemnities,  
Go eat, and drink, and talk 
And when you can - 
Follow a woodland trail. Climb a high mountain 
Sleep beneath the stars. Swim in a cold river 
Chew the thoughts of some book that challenges your soul 
Use your hands some bright day  
to make a thing of beauty.  
Or to lift someone’s heavy load. 

Though you mention not my name, 
Though no thought of me crosses your mind- 
I shall be with you 
For these have been the realities of life to me. 
And when you face some crisis with anguish - 
When you walk alone with courage 
When you choose your paths of right 
When you give yourself in love 
I shall be very close to you. 
I have followed the valleys, 
I have climbed the heights of life. 
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WINTER TICK INFORMATION  

In March 2007, the Yukon Government found 

Winter Ticks on Elk in the Takhini and Brae-

burn herds. All of the Elk had a lot of ticks on 

them and most of the animals had bald spots 

on the top of their necks and backs.  

The adult ticks fall off of the animals during 

the spring. Once the adult female falls 

off she will lay her eggs in the leaves 

on the ground. The eggs will hatch 

during the summer and the newly 

hatched ticks, called nymphs, will 

remain there until they are old 

enough to crawl up any nearby 

stocks of grass. During the fall the 

winter tick nymphs will attach 

themselves to any animal that 

walks by and touches the grass that 

they are waiting on. These new 

ticks will spend the winter on the 

animal feeding on blood. 

Are winter ticks dangerous to people? 

No, winter ticks are not dangerous to people  

If you are out in the bush during the fall 

time a tick might attach itself to you. The 

tick may also bite you, but they do not like 

to be on people. Winter ticks do not carry 

any diseases that can be given to people. 

 

What are we going to do about the 

ticks on the elk? 

This winter and spring our First Nation will 

work with the Yukon Government to try 

and kill of the winter ticks that are on the 

Takhini and Braeburn Elk Herds. The elk 

will be baited into a pen and will be kept in 

that pen while they are fed corn with a drug 

called Ivermectin. This drug is used to kill 

all types of parasites that live on or in ani-

mals and it is a very safe drug. The elk will 

have to be kept in the pen until all of the 

ticks have died or fallen off of the elk. In the 

spring after the ticks are on the ground the 

elk will be released or put into a different 

pen. It is really important that the elk or 

any other animal cannot get back in the 

penned area in case some ticks have  

A Picture of the Winter Tick Life Cycle 

(Bill Samuel) 

A winter tick on an elk                  (Yukon Government)  
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This Newsletter is produced by the Champagne 

and Aishihik First Nations.  The material herein 

is published for the purpose of providing infor-

mation to the citizens of Champagne and Aishi-

hik First Nations.  Members are encouraged 

to submit stories, news of their community, 

artwork, etc.   

If you wish to submit any material, please 

do so by the 15th of each month. 
 

Questions or comments?  Please contact: 

CAFN Communications  

PO Box 5310 Haines Junction, YT     

Y0B 1L0  

Phone: (867) 634-4234 
 

All material within is the property of Cham-

pagne & Aishihik First Nations.  No material 

can be reproduced without the expressed written 

consent of the above party. 

This newsletter is 

printed on  

recycled paper. 

survived. The only way to ensure that all of 

the ticks in that area have died is to make 

sure they cannot attach to another animal. 

Winter ticks cannot live through the winter 

without being on an animal.  The Takhini 

herd will be easier to find than the Brae-

burn herd and there will still be some small 

groups, mostly bulls that we will not be able 

to catch. These groups will have to be 

treated a different way.   Sometime in April 

and May a long term plan to deal with win-

ter ticks in the Yukon will be done.  

 

Do moose or deer have winter ticks? 

We have not found any ticks on any other 

wildlife yet. There were some reports last 

March about moose that were missing hair, 

but we could not confirm any of the reports. 

It is very important for us to know if any 

other animals have winter ticks. We are 

asking everyone that harvest a moose or 

deer this winter to please bring the hides 

home so that we can look for ticks in the 

hair. All you have to do is roll the hide up 

with the hair on the inside so that any ticks 

do not fall off of the hide. The hide can 

freeze. Please call us. It will be very impor-

tant for us to know where you hunted your 

moose or deer so that we can figure out if 

the ticks have spread to other areas. 

 

NOTICE:  Please bring in 

your moose and deer hides to 

CAFN Renewable Resources 

staff.  Roll the hide up with 

the hair on the inside.  It is 

OK if the hides are frozen. 

 

For more information about 

winter ticks, please contact: 

 

Linaya Workman, CAFN 
Phone: 634-4211 
E-mail: lworkman@cafn.ca 
or 

Mike Jim, CAFN 
Phone: 634-4248 
E-mail: mjim@cafn.ca 

Picture shows winter ticks from newly hatched nymphs to mature adults  



 Page 20                       CAFN NEWSLETTER          February/March 2008 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SNOWSHOES: 
CAFN Recreation recently 

purchased 10 sets of snow-

shoes for use by community 

members.  For a refundable 

deposit of $20.00, you can 

"rent" and pick up a set of 

snowshoes at Da Ku for a 

weekend/week day frolic in 

the snow! 
 

Sizes we have: 

22" (for 80-150 lbs.) - 4 sets 

27" (for 120-200 lbs.) - 3 sets 

30" (for 170-250 lbs.) - 2 sets 
 

These snowshoes are fantastically easy to 

use and easy to put on/take off - I can give 

you a quick demo if you want, but really it's 

just a matter of sliding your feet in and ad-

justing the clips!  So give me a shout or drop 

by the office if you or anyone you know 

would like to try them out! 
 

Angela 634-4104 or astreet@cafn.ca 

Elders Benefit Schedule for 2008 
Elders Benefits are released on the first Fri-

day of each Month.  The 2008 schedule is as 

follows: 

February 1 

March 7 

April 4 

May 2 

June 6 

July 4 

August 1 

September 5 

October 3 

November 7 

December 5 

The Finance Department encourages elders 

to sign up for Direct Deposit to your bank 

account. Please call Vera or Miranda at 

634-4227 if for assistance. 

Congratulations on Earning  

Master’s Degrees! 
Frances (Fromme) Wellar is pleased to an-
nounce that in November and December of 
2007 three family members received Univer-
sity degrees: 

• Her daughter Joan Fromme received a 
Master’s Degree in Leadership and 
Training from Royal Roads University 
in Victoria, BC,  

• Her granddaughter Michelle Fromme-
Marcellin earned a Master’s Degree in 
Environmental Sciences from Ryerson 
University in Toronto, and 

• And her granddaughter Colleen 
(Horner) Reimer earned a Master’s De-
gree in Education from Simon Fraser 
University in Vancouver, BC. 

Congratulations to Joan, Michelle and Col-
leen! 

 

TRAVELING SOON?   

CANADA AND THE U.S. HAVE  

NEW TRAVEL REGULATIONS 

New travel regulations apply for flights 

within Canada and for travel to the 

United States.  For flights within Canada, 

you are required to show one piece of 

valid government photo ID or two pieces 

of valid ID without photos.  For land and 

sea travel to the U.S., you need to have 

valid photo ID & your birth certificate, or 

a passport.  For air travel to the United 

States, you must have a passport. Fre-

quent travelers between the US and Can-

ada can also apply for a NEXUS card. 

If you will be traveling soon, get 

more details at: 

 www.passengerprotect.gc.ca  

or call 1 800 O Canada. 
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IT’S TAX TIME! 

NOTICE TO ALL RESIDENTS ON SETTLEMENT LAND 
 

During your personal income tax preparations, please note:  If you resided on any Champagne 

and Aishihik First Nations Settlement Lands on December 31, 2007, you are obligated to file 

the Yukon First Nations Tax form that is attached to your income tax application. 
 

In 1999, income tax collection and sharing arrangements were signed between the Federal Gov-

ernment, the Government of Yukon and Champagne and Aishihik First Nations.  These agree-

ments allow the Federal and Yukon Governments to transfer part of these taxes to CAFN. 
 

Each year, CAFN receives a percentage of taxes from Canada and YTG.  This amount is based 

on all residents who filed personal income tax returns who stated they lived on Settlement Land 

on December 31, 2007.  These taxes increase CAFN’s Own Source Revenue. 
 

Chief and Council have discretion over the allocation of the funding received. 
 

Everyone, regardless of income should file a tax return.  You should be informed that if you 

have low or no income, you may be eligible to receive GST credits and Child Tax credits if you 

file. 
 

For further information, please contact Angie Wabisca, Implementation Manager at (867) 667-

6634 awabisca@cafn.ca 

Dear Friends of John Graham, 
At 09:45, on December 6 The Supreme Court of 

Canada announced their decision to deny John's 

appeal. Within minutes John was being moved to 

the United States, despite being told he would have 

30 to 90 days before being relinquished to the �United States authorities. John s family and legal 

team were not informed. 

Now in Rapid City, South Dakota, John remains in 

good spirits. After the four years of house arrest 

and the more recent months of incarceration while 

awaiting the decision of the Supreme Court, John is 

eager to take the stand, speak the truth, and regain 

his freedom. 

John is well acquainted with the events leading to 

the invasion of Oglala and the fate of Anna Mae. I 

can recall countless nights by firelight in a small 

cabin in the Yukon forest, when John recounted his 

experiences with Anna Mae and others in the AIM 

movement, and my awakening to what had oc-

curred. 

The crimes by the United States government 

against aboriginal people and the murder of Anna 

Mae Aquash have taken their toll on those whose 

lives have been touched, scarred and destroyed by 

the atrocities and cover-ups committed by the FBI 

and other agencies and accomplices. 

John will now stand trial, but it is also US govern-

ment agencies that will be scrutinized. 

The years John has spent being faced with standing 

trial in the US have brought deep reflection, strong 

resolve, and a great desire to seek some form of jus-

tice for Anna Mae and scores of others. 

We will now work to support John in every way we 

can. And we ask the Creator to let John serve as a 

beacon of light to expose the truth and those respon-

sible. 

All our relations, 
Matthew Lien John Graham Defense Committee 
 

If people would like to write to John: 

John Graham 

Inmate 

Pennington County Jail 

603 Second St. 

Rapid City, South Dakota  57701 

Tel 605 394-6116 

And a word of caution from John's lawyer, John Mur-

phy:  Please communicate to everyone that anything 

they write or say to John (on the phones) is being 

read/recorded, and that they cannot, in any way, talk 

about defenses, witnesses, etc.Those communications 

should be made through me. We don't want to tip 

anyone's hand. 
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SPRING CULTURE SPRING CULTURE 

CAMP 2008!CAMP 2008!  
At Aishihik, YukonAt Aishihik, Yukon  

March 14 March 14 –– 18, 2008 18, 2008  
  

For CAFN Students ages 12 For CAFN Students ages 12 –– 18 18  

Children under the age of 12 Children under the age of 12 mustmust be  be   

accompanied by a legal guardian at all accompanied by a legal guardian at all 

times.times.  

  
Hands on Cultural Activities:  Hands on Cultural Activities:    

setting a fish net, rabbit snaring, setting a fish net, rabbit snaring,   
Bison hunt, trapping, traditional camp Bison hunt, trapping, traditional camp 

set up, sewing, beading, set up, sewing, beading,   
traditional medicines, traditional medicines,   

Southern Tutchone Language, Southern Tutchone Language,   
story telling, talent night, story telling, talent night,   

games/prizes and a Community Feast!games/prizes and a Community Feast!  
 

For REGISTRATION Packages and fur-

ther Information please call: 

* Diane Jenschatz  

at St. Elias School  

(867) 634-2231  

OR Millie Joe at Dä Kų  

634-4013 

* CAFN Haines Jct. Office  

867) 634-4200 

* CAFN Whitehorse Office (867) 668-

3627  

* Lindsay Chambers at the Education 

Whs. Office (867) 633-8901 

The Youth The Youth The Youth The Youth     

JunctionJunctionJunctionJunction    
 

Hours of operation: 

• Wednesday: 3:30-6pm for 8-12's 

and until 10pm for 13 & ups 

• Thursday: 3:30-6pm for 8-12's and 

until 10pm for 13 & ups 

• Friday: 3:30-6pm for 8-12's and 

until 10pm for 13 & ups 
  
Hockey 

We have the ice and lights in our out-

door rink to play some hockey or just 

shoot some pucks around. We also 

have sticks and pucks for people to 

borrow. 
 

Café 

Our Café is also boasting some great 

new menu items such as: nachos, 

grilled cheese, peanut butter & jam 

sandwiches, Nuttela 

(Chocolate/Hazelnut Spread) toast, 

homemade french fries and sometimes 

pizza! And always we have Lester's Fa-

mous Chocolate Chip Cookies available 

every day! With the closure of Madley's 

it may be difficult to keep up our sup-

plies, but we hope to have something 

warm and tasty for everybody every-

day! 
 

New Youth Workers 

You may have also noticed a few new 

faces working in the Youth Center. I 

would like to introduce three amazing 

women from our community that have 

committed to come help me out at the 

Youth Junction: Please welcome Susan 

Desjardins, Kelly Boyd & Angie 

Charlesbois as our auxiliary contract 

Youth Workers - AKA - the Dream 

Team!  
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 Residential School Information  

We have several projects to invite members to attend. 

All presentations will be in Haines Junction. 

• February 12, 2008 @ Mun Ku:  Healthy Boundaries 

• Bea Shawanda will be in Haines Junction to facilitate 4 days of workshops 

on Professional Development & Families; Team Building; Family Roles; En-

meshments & Enabling.  Tentative dates are end of February or first week 

of March. 

• Residential School Project:  At the Convention Center 

March 17 & 18, Andy Nieman will facilitate workshops on the effects of 

Residential School. 

March 19 & 20,  Trondek Hwechin has been invited to present their 

“Scrapbook Project”. 

CHAMPAGNE/AISHIHIK FIRST NATIONS 

SOCIAL PROGRAMS 
 

 

Kathleen Johnson 
Phone: (867) 634-4203 
E-mail: kjohnson@cafn.ca 

For more information: 

CHAMPAGNE/AISHIHIK FIRST NATIONS 

*If you need information or an applica-
tion for Reconsideration for the Com-
mon Experience Payment (CEP ), 
please contact Kathleen Johnson. 
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At a glance… more dates and details inside.  
 

Mondays - Archery Session II will begin in the 

new year.  Contact Mike Evans at 634-2012 for 

more info. 
 

Tuesdays - Tots Soccer, 4:15 to 5:15 p.m. at the 

St. Elias Community School gym.  Contact Angela 

at 634-4014 to register your 0-5 year old. 
 

Wednesdays - Hand Games, 4:30-6:30 at the 

Youth Junction. 
 

Tuesdays & Thursdays - Southern Tutchone 

Language Class, 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Da Ku. 
 

Wednesdays & Thursdays - Whitehorse 

Southern Tutchone Language Class, 5 - 7 

p.m. at CAFN Whitehorse office. 
 

Thursdays - Dance Classes, ages 5-7 3:30 to 

5:20 p.m., ages 8-10 4:30 to 5:30 p.m., at the Ice 

Rink Mezzanine.  Contact Mary Jo to register at 

634-2842. 
 

Thursdays - Open Gym Night at the school 

gym, 7 - 9 p.m., ages 14+ only. 
 

Fridays - Reel Fridays Lunch Hour Film 

Presentations, 12  to 1 p.m. at the CAFN ad-

ministration building.  Contact Angela at 634-

4014 for more info. 
 

Fridays - Elders Tea & Fitness Lunch, 11 

a.m. - 1 p.m. at Da Ku. 
 

February 11 - Administration of Justice 

community discussion, 5 to 8 p.m. at Mun Ku 

in Haines Junction.  Call Barb Joe at 634-4249 

for more info. 
 

February 12 - Healthy Boundaries presenta-

tion, at Mun Ku.  Contact Kathleen for info at 

634-4203. 
 

February 13 - Administration of Justice 

community discussion, 5 to 8 p.m. at Cham-

pagne Community Hall. 
 

February 18 - Administration of Justice 

community discussion, 5 to 8 p.m. Takhini 

River Subdivision Hall. 
 

February 18-22 - Gopher Robe sewing pro-

ject, at Da Ku all week.  Contact Sheila at 634-

4015. 
 

CALENDAR February 19-20 - Regular Chief and Coun-

cil meeting, Haines Junction. 
 

February 20 - Administration of Justice 

community discussion, 5 to 8 p.m. at CYFN 

in Whitehorse. 
 

February 20 - Diabetes Presentation,   

5 p.m. at Mun Ku, dinner and childcare pro-

vided.  Hosted by RN Sharon Duke.  Contact 

Marion at 634-4246 for more info. 
 

February 22 - BYTE Community Action 

Camp featuring Crippled Hunters' Settlement 

and Cherrybone at The Youth Junction.  Guitar 

& music workshops with Rob Hunter of CHS, 

music recording, snowmobile repair, digital pho-

tography & videomaking, graphic arts and t-

shirt design, pond hockey and BBQ.  Call Mike 

Evans at 634-2012 for more info! 
 

February 22-24 - Knife Making Workshop 

(three day), 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. every day.  

Workshop limited to CAFN men 16 years and 

older.  A waiting list will be established for fu-

ture workshops.  Contact Angela at 634-4014or 

astreet@cafn.ca to register.  
 

February 25 - Alsek Music Festival AGM, 

7:30 p.m. at the St. Elias Community School 

Library.  Contact Richard Godson at 634-2107 

for more info. 
 

March 1 - Traditional Medicines Work-

shop, with CAFN Elders, 1 to 4 p.m. at Mun 

Ku.  Everyone welcome.  No need to register.  

Contact Angela at 634-4014 for more info. 
 

March 7-8 - Sausage Making Workshop, 

presentation 7-9 p.m. March 7, bring your own 

meat to process 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. March 8.  Fee of 

$1.75 per pound.  Call Angela at 634-4014 for 

more details and to register.  
 

March 14-18 - Spring Culture Camp at 

Ashèyi.  Watch for more posters and info.  Con-

tact the Education Department at (867) 633-

8901 for more info.   
 

March 17-20 - Residential School Project, 

at the Convention Centre, contact Kathleen at 

634-4203 for more info. 
 

March 19-20 - Regular Chief and Council 

meeting 

 


