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Our CAFN community and cul-
ture is vibrantly represented in 
Vancouver for the 2010 Olympic 
and Paralympic Games. 
 

 "Aboriginal participation is un-
precedented at these Games, and 
I'm really proud of all our CAFN 
community members who are 
representing the Yukon to the 
world," says Chief Diane Strand. 
 
Our CAFN friends and family 
members headed to the Games 
include: Elder Alex Van Bibber; 
Chief Strand; Youth Ambassadors 
Karrie Brown, Erin Pauls and 
Stephanie Brown; the Dakwäkäda 
Dancers; McKayla Williams (Joe) 
of the the Taku Kwaan Dancers; 

and Patti Boss of the Rising Sun acapella trio.  A hand-
crafted doll by our late Elder Rachel Thompson is also be-
ing featured.  Most of the group is in Vancouver February 
17 through 24 as part of the YFN2010 (Yukon First Na-
tions) delegation, except the Youth Ambassadors, who are 
spending about three weeks in total. 
 

Champagne resident Alex VanBibber  (94) was selected as 
an Elder to accompany and provide leadership to the 
YFN2010 contingent. 
 

Chief Strand is attending as a Pan Northern Chief, and will 
join other indigenous leaders at aboriginal and northern ven-
ues, many of which will be held at the "Chief's House" 
(Aboriginal Pavilion).   
 
Youth Ambassadors Karrie Brown, Stephanie Brown and 
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YFN2010 Youth Ambassadors Karrie Brown, Erin Pauls and Stephanie Brown at 
the Whitehorse Airport en route to Vancouver on January 30, 2010   
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Erin Paul (Kothetty) join 5 other Yukon Youth 
Ambassadors taking part in the Vancouver 2010 
Indigenous Youth Gathering.  The Gathering in-
cludes about 300 First Nations, Metis and Inuit 
youth leaders from across Canada.  As part of the 
Gathering, Karrie, Stephanie and Erin are touring 
Olympic venues, watching the world's best athletes 
train and compete, and meeting sport heroes, ce-
lebrities, Aboriginal elders and the Governor Gen-
eral. A highlight was their participation during the 
Olympics Opening Ceremonies! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T h e 
Dakwäkäda Dancers, represented by Nigel Boyle, 
Andrew Pauls, Natane Primozic, Melanie Ecker-
vogt and Lisa Pauls, will be featured during per-
formances at the Aboriginal Pavilion, the Yukon 
First Nations Showcase, and other venues. 
 
"The Yukon show is so alive, and full of en-
ergy.  We have a lot of talent in the Yukon," says 
dancer Natane Primozic.  "I am excited of course.  
It's the Vancouver 2010 Olympics! I am nervous, 
but I know we will do well."  
 
The female trio Rising Sun, including Patti Boss, 
will also perform during the Yukon show entitled 
"What the Land Remembers - Tales of Raven and 
Wolf", which shows four times at the Aboriginal 
Pavilion on February 21.  Rising Sun is "powerful 
acoustic singers accompanied by drums and rat-
tles...the songs they choose are about bringing 
women back to a place of honour." 
 
"Women are sacred life givers.  This is the mes-
sage we want to send to the world," says the trio. 

A doll by the late 
Elder Rachel Thomp-
son will be featured at 
the Sewing Our Tradi-
tions Doll Exhibit.   
 

"Our family is very 
honoured that our 
Mother's craftsman-
ship will be on display 
at this venue," says 
Rachel's family.  They 
extend their thanks to 
CAFN Heritage staff 
(esp ecially Sheila 
Quock) for their work to 
ensure Rachel's dolls are 
showcased at the 2010 
Olympics. 
 

 The 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Games are 
being termed "The World's Biggest Potlatch". 
Highlights to watch for: Yukon First Nations Day 
at the Aboriginal Pavilion on February 21, and the 
Yukon First Nations Showcase scheduled for Feb-
ruary 22, featuring many of the YFN2010 per-
forming artists. 
 

Champagne and Aishihik looks forward to relay-
ing the experiences of our friends and family 
members at the Olympics following the Games.  
Please send your stories and photos to the Dàk-
wänia newsletter care of almckinnon@cafn.ca. 
 

For more details on the Yukon First Nations con-
tingent and schedule of appearances, go to 
YFN2010.org.  For more information on aborigi-
nal participation at the Olympics, go to FourHost-
FirstNations.com or Vancouver2010.com. 
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Rising Sun is (left to right): Viola Papequash, Lacey 
Scarff and Patti Boss 

This doll by late Elder Rachel 
Thompson is being featured 

at Vancouver 2010  

Continued from page 1 
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Ta'an First Nation hosted the third annual STTC hand-
games tournament at Nakwataku the last weekend in 
January.  I am pleased so many CAFN members took 
advantage of this great opportunity to catch up with 
people you don't see often, and to practice a traditional 
game our people played not long ago. 
 
Our Economic Development branch hosted an excellent 
workshop for entrepreneurs in Haines Junction in 
January.  I would like to see more workshops like this 
and more members involved in the future. 
 
In February, I am excited to be heading to Vancouver 
for Yukon Day at the Olympics.  I look forward to con-
necting with other northern chiefs, supporting our 
Yukon First Nations delegation, and spending time at 
my brother's home. 
 
Some Council members also plan to attend the Alaska 
Highway Aboriginal Pipeline Coalition workshop 
"Learning from the Past - Preparing for the Future", 
this February in Whitehorse. Some Council members 
will also participate during an Emergency Measures 
planning activity this February with the Village of 
Haines Junction. 
 
I am very excited about preparations for the "Year of" 
Potlatch scheduled for the evening of March 5 in 
Haines Junction.  At this event we will wrap up two 
years of Honouring and Celebrating Our Elders 
Knowledge (2008-09) and Council will announce the 
new theme for 2010.  I invite all our CAFN community 
members to join in this celebration. 
 
As always, you are welcome to contact my office for 
information on Chief and Council activities.  You can 
reach the Executive Office at (867) 634-4201 or execu-
tive@cafn.ca, or contact my Executive Assistant at 
(867) 634-4234 or acharlebois@cafn.ca. 
 
Sincerely, 
Diane Strand - Xíxch'tláa 
 
PS -  Congratulations to the CAFN Youth Ambassadors 
going to the Olympics: Karrie Brown, Stephanie 
Brown, and Erin Pauls.  And congratulations to Alex 
VanBibber on being selected as one of the Elders ac-
companying the cultural contingent to the Olympics.  
CAFN is well represented! 
 
And a big congratulations to Paul and Kathy Birckel 
on your 50th wedding anniversary this February! 

Message from the Chief 
 

Dear Fellow Citizens: 
 
Happy New Year.  For 2010, I 
wish you all a prosperous year 
and many opportunities to get out  
on the land with family and 
friends.   

 
Over the holiday break, I enjoyed joining family and 
friends at the community dinners, especially the first 
ever Whitehorse CAFN Christmas event.  I hope our 
Whitehorse residents are able to continue with gather-
ings like this. 
 
Just before Christmas, Council had a successful meet-
ing with our economic arm, the Trust and Dakwakada 
Development Corp.  We revisited our Memorandum of 
Understanding and made plans for a communications 
protocol. 
 
Council approved the updated CAFN Strategic Plan in 
December, and now we are all working on workplans 
and budgets for the coming fiscal year.  The Executive 
Office is developing a busy workplan for 2010-11. 
 
In November, I attended the Little Salmon Carmacks 
First Nations supreme court case in Ottawa.  The out-
come of this case will set precedent for all self-
governing First Nations in Canada on how government 
consults with First Nations. 
 
I joined residential school survivors and their families 
during the UyidYnji Tl’äku (I Let it Go) Healing Gath-
ering and Celebration Potlatch in November.  This 
gathering following the demolition of the old Yukon 
Hall building. 

 
Council began the new year with our first class in the 
latest Executive Development Program course,  Com-
munity and Economic Development. Good luck to all 
our classmates in successfully completing this course. 
 
The Southern Tutchone Tribal Council met in January 
to plan for the next phase of the STTC restructure.  We 
hope to open the doors of the new STTC office within 
the next six months.  Our three First Nations have 
agreed to focus together on heritage, culture and lan-
guage. 
 
 

�
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The following is a brief summary of decisions made by 
Chief and Council during their November and Decem-
ber 2009 and January 2010 regular meetings. 
 

Contract Template Amended 
Chief and Council approved addit ions to the template 
for contracts to outline condit ions for repayment by 
contractors with outstanding debts to CAFN. 
 

Trapping 
Chief and Council approved the purchase of Registered 
Trapping Concession 277 by CAFN.  
 

A resolution outlining the process for allocating assis-
tant trapping licenses for traplines on CAFN lands was 
approved.  Authority for designating eligible trappers is 
delegated to the Director of Heritage Lands and Re-
sources. 
 

Board and Committee Appointments 
Council appointed the following members to  boards 
and committees:  James F. Smith to the Champagne 
Aishihik Community Corporation (CACC), Tina Grant 
and Shadelle Chambers to the CA Trust, David Luke 
Campbell, Donna Smith, Cheryle Patterson and Char-
lene Hume to the Housing Committee, and Donna 
Smith to the board of Northern Native Broadcasting 
Yukon.  
 

Self Government 
Council approved amendment of CAFN's Self Govern-
ment Agreement Implementation Plan to provide cop-
ies of their laws, including the Constitut ion, and cit i-
zenship lists.  Council agreed to support formalizing 
the Implementation Working Group.   
 

Employee ID 
Chief and Council approved an Employee Card Policy, 
with regard to government ID cards for staff. 
 

Personal Income Tax Agreement 
Council approved renewing the Personal Income Tax 
agreement with the Government of Yukon for 10 years, 
through 2019.  This agreement entit les CAFN to 95% 
of Yukon income tax collected from individuals resid-
ing on sett lement land. 
 

FTA Increase for Governance 
Chief and Council agreed to support conclusion of Fi-
nancial Transfer Agreement negotiations with Canada 
for Governance funding.  These negotiations resulted in 
an increase of approximately $1 million to CAFN an-
nually.   
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Tourism 
Council agreed to continue with next steps proposed by 
the Matatana Tourism Study, with regards to a resort at 
Kathleen Lake.   
 

Entrepreneurs Fund 
Chief and Council approved the Entrepreneur Equity 
Matching Fund Policy, which is to assist CAFN entre-
preneurs in the Yukon with business start-up costs. 
 

Cell Phone Policy 
Council approved a communications policy to clarify 
acceptable uses of cell phones by staff. 
 

2010-12 Strategic Plan 
The updated Strategic Plan was approved.  This Plan 
has a two-year lifespan to allow for overlap following 
the 2010 CAFN elections. 
 

Employee Health and Insurance  
Council approved moving staff health and insurance 
coverage to Clear Point/Sun Life. 
 

Northern Housing Trust 
Chief and Council approved spending an addit ional 
$100,000 from Northern Housing Trust funds for 2009-
10, due to work progressing ahead of schedule. 
 

Yukon Energy Easement  
Council approved a Yukon Energy Corporation License 
Agreement for power easements for cabin lots in 
Champagne. 
 

Haiti  Relief 
Council supported CAFN Yukon College students in 
their Hait i fundraising efforts by contributing $50 to the 
community lunch and $100 to Doctors Without Bor-
ders. 
 
Copies of the minutes of regular Chief and Council 
meetings are available with reception staff at both 
CAFN offices, or can be requested by contacting the 
Executive Council Office at (867) 634-4201 or  execu-
tive@cafn.ca. 
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personal skills to enrich the program.  For exam-
ple, student Dora Kane Dunphy Lautamus leads 
daily instruction in the Southern Tutchone lan-
guage. 
 

The Class of 2010 includes students from the 
Haines Junction, CAFN, Kluane and Tr'ondek 
Hwech'in  First Nations communities.  They are:  
Louise Jackson, Grace Jackson, Kim Boss, 
Kathyleen Darbyshire, Dora Kane Dunphy Lauta-
mus, Jeanette Jackson, Sheila Kushniruk, Richard 
Anderson and John Semple. 
 

Planning is underway for a one-year Heritage In-
terpretation certificate program, in partnership 
with CAFN, KFN, Parks Canada and Yukon Parks 
and Recreation.  Graduates of this program could 
find themselves working at the new CAFN cultural 
centre, with Parks Canada or the Yukon Govern-
ment.  MacBride Museum has also shown interest.  
Work on the curriculum and funding arrangements 
is underway, in hopes of starting the program in 
September 2010. This program will be delivered at 
the Haines Junction Campus.  

The "Class of 2010" at the Yukon 
College Haines Junction Campus  is 
making a difference in their own 
lives, their community, and the 
world.  
 

The Class is a group of nine students 
who recently coordinated and hosted 
a  successful spaghetti fundraiser 
lunch in Haines Junction, which 
raised $1,860 for earthquake relief in 
Haiti. 
 

The Canadian government is match-
ing the funds raised, and all proceeds 
have gone to the Doctors Without 
Borders organization. 
 

These motivated students are part of 
a 15-week Heritage Interpretation 
and Initiatives for Older Workers pro-
gram at Yukon College's Haines Junc-
tion Campus.  The course runs from January 
through April, and this is the second time Heritage 
Interpretation has been offered at this campus. 
 

"We offered this program the first and second time 
because students were looking at the new cultural 
centre as a possible future place of employment," 
says Yukon College instructor Patty Moore.  
"They very much wanted to gain skills that might 
present them with an opportunity to work there." 
 

This year, the program focuses on building skills 
to produce brochures and pamphlets for visitor 
education opportunities.  This includes courses in: 
English, project and event planning, Southern Tut-
chone language, Wilderness First Aid, computer 
skills, interpretation skills (including visits to mu-
seums, visitor centres, cultural sites, etc,), re-
search, brochure design and digital photography 
and Photoshop. 
 

The first heritage interpretation program, offered 
January to March 2009, focused on delivering 
walking tours, oral programs and presentations.   
The students are helping drive the content of the  
course by identifying their individual needs and 
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The Class of 2010, left to right: In the front are Kathyleen Darbyshire, Louise Jackson, Grace 
Jackson, Dora Kane Dunphy Lautamus, instructor Steve Osbourne, and at back are Sheila 

Kushniruk, Richard Anderson, instructor Patty Moore and  John Semple. 
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The Housing Department, with assistance from Malcolm Taggart of Research Northwest, has completed the 
CAFN ICSP and we received notification from the Review Committee for the Canada-Yukon Gas Tax Funds 
that the ICSP has been approved. This great news allows us to move forward to accessing the approximate  
$1 million funding that has been allocated to CAFN. The ICSP is on the CAFN website and can be accessed at 
www.cafn.ca. Community meetings will be held in all communities to discuss the priorities for specific infra-
structure projects. 

Background 
 
In 2005, the federal government agreed to trans-
fer some of the revenue it collects from the tax 
on gasoline to municipalities and First Nations 
in the Yukon for them to build or improve infra-
structure in their communities. The CAFN’s 
share of this money over the past five years 
comes to about $1.1 million. So far the First Na-
tion has not spent any of this money and it has 
been earning interest. The CAFN wants to move 
ahead and use this money for projects in the 
communities of Haines Junction, Takhini Cham-
pagne, Canyon, Aishihik, & Klukshu. 
�

What kinds of projects can the gas tax  
money be used for? 

The gas tax money can only be used for: 
 

• Public transit; 
• Drinking water systems; 
• Wastewater and sewage systems; 
• Solid waste (garbage); 
• Community energy systems; 
• Active transportation infrastructure (like 

bike lanes); 
• Energy efficiency building improvements; 

and, 
• Capacity building initiatives connected to 

specific projects. 

Integrated Community Sustainability Plan 
 
The Integrated Community Sustainability Plan (ICSP) is based on the principles of: 
 
A self-reliant community capable of maintaining its population and maintaining infrastructure through local 

funding; 
Infrastructure that respects and enhances the community’s cultural identity; 
Infrastructure development that preserves and enhances bio-diversity and the natural environment; 
Public infrastructure that meets basic needs, while generating economic opportunities; and, 
Considering the effects of infrastructure development on other communities. 
�

If you need more information please call: 
Terry Rufiange-Holway 
Director, Housing, Properties & Municipal Services 
 (867) 634-4219 
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This is a brief update on what has been completed 
and what jobs are still on-going and some upcom-
ing tasks that the CAFN Northern Housing Trust 
project will be tackling throughout the winter 
months.  Due to the timelines for the approved 
funding from CMHC for RRAP (Residential Reha-
bilitation Assistance Program) and CEAP (Canada 
Economic Action Plan), the NHT staff have as-
sisted the Housing department extensively with 
these projects. The project has had a few mishaps 
mainly due to availability of personnel or contrac-
tors, and it has been a learning project for most of 
the employees. 
 
Completed: 
• Smoke and carbon monoxide detectors in-

stalled in all units, 
• updated home inspections for all units in all 

CAFN communities, 
• Employment Opportunities Program (EOP) 

insulated rim joists and around windows and 
electrical outlets in four units at Takhini, 

• Excavated 10 CMHC houses in Haines Junc-
tion during spring/summer months due to base-
ment flooding from spring snow melt, each 
basement was sprayed with foam insulation on 
the exterior walls to foundation, and also the 
lower part of interior basement walls and the 
attics, the attics were also filled with blow in 
cellulose insulation. replaced exterior attic 
vents 

• Before backfilling, we installed a weeping tile 
around the foundation of each unit to ensure 
adequate drainage of groundwater, and then the 
weeping tile was connected to the home’s 
drainage pipe 

• New stairs and landings were then assembled 
to put on the 10 units after the backfill was 
completed. New stairs and landings were also 
installed at several other units in all CAFN 
communities due to wood rot and deteriora-
tion,  painting new stairs, landings 

 
 

• New metal roofs, fascia and eavestroughs were 
installed in the Takhini River Subdivision, 
Champagne, Canyon Creek and Haines Junc-
tion, new roof ladders for those with wood heat 
plus avalanche guards 

• Installed gutters and downspouts 
• Heat recovery ventilator (HRVs) units were 

installed in 5 houses 
• Takhini retrofit project on Lot 11, exterior ret-

rofit from foundation to attic, new heating sys-
tem 

• Replacement of 98 windows in houses that 
have old slider-type wooden framed windows, 
throughout each community 

 
Recently Started: 
• 68 certified fuel tanks arrived, started replace-

ment and hook ups during the week of Oct.  
5th, 2009, to prevent possibility of environ-
mental contamination, 10 done with new fuel 
lines 

• 20 Heat Recovery Ventilation (HRV) units ar-
rived, five installed 

• Haines Junction retrofit  project on House # 
51, removed siding for High Density rigid 
foam insulation on exterior walls, new wood 
siding 

• 31 house attics in and surrounding Haines 
Junction are sprayed with foam insulation; old 
insulation removed and stored until used to fill 
attics that had no work done this year. 
 

Upcoming work during remainder of 2009-10 
fiscal year: 
• Houses with wood stoves will be getting roof 

ladders for access to chimneys 
• Install six new furnaces 
• Finish siding HJ house #51 
• Install remaining HRV units 
• Finish landings at two HJ Elders’ units 
• Insulate attics in Takhini, Champagne and 

Canyon. 
 
For additional information or if you have ques-
tions, contact: 
 Tom Millspaugh 
NHT Project Manager 
(867) 634-4240. 
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Title: Tl� Tthe - Hunting With Dogs 
Text: The rock face in the far distance in this pic-
ture (marked by an arrow) was a place where peo-
ple (dän) hunted sheep (mbay) in olden days. Dogs 
drove the sheep to the cliff edge where hunters 
could dispatch them, hence the place was known 
as Tl� Tthe, which  translates as 
'dog rock'. There are numer-
ous Tl� Tthe in Champagne 
and Aishihik First Nations 
traditional territory. The Tl� 
Tthe depicted in this photo 
is located northwest of Ku-
sawa Lake, up the creek that 
flows west into the Takhini 
River south of Steamboat 
Landing; photo taken along 
the Alaska Highway near 
Mendenhall, looking south-
east to the rock face. Place 
name information from 
Elder Paddy Jim, summer 
2009. Photo credit: CAFN 
Heritage - S. Greer. 
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A total of 18 adult and 10 youth teams competed 
in the 3rd Annual Southern Tutchone Tribal Coun-
cil (STTC) Hand Games Tournament in late Janu-
ary at Nakwataku Potlatch House in Whitehorse.  
 

"We probably had close to 350 people in the build-
ing on Saturday," says Teresa Sydney of CYFN, 
who helped organize the tournament. "Deputy 
Chief Rick Martin (Ta'an Kwanch'an Council) was 
in attendance all weekend and gave opening re-
marks and was a great support..." 
 

The Ta'an Kwanch'an Council (TKC) organized 
and hosted this year's event.   
 

The results were as follows: Adult 1st place - 
Kaska Nova’s from Ross River, 2nd place –Kaska 
Wolves from Watson Lake, and 3rd  place - North-
wind from Watson Lake. Youth 1st place - Late 
Comers from Pelly Crossing, 2nd place - Skittles 
from Whitehorse, and 3rd FN Warriors from 
CAFN.  Many local donations by organizations, 
including Air North, and United Taxi.  Ta’an Kwa-
ch’an Council donated $2,000-worth of water bot-
tles.  Gwanaschis to all who contributed and par-
ticipated, and to Teresa Sydney for providing these 
details. 

�
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Wolf Tracks Outdoor After-School Program  
Pilot Project with Kluane National Park 
Building on the success of the Trail Work Crew 
from last summer, Nadia Joe and I were keen to 
develop and deliver a meaningful winter program 
for local youth. We decided on an outdoor after-
school program that would aim to connect with the 
8-12 year 
olds we see 
at the youth 
center. Our 
vision was 
simple: Get 
kids outside 
and introduce 
winter living 
skills, have 
fun and stay 
warm! Our first session was at Quill Creek and we 
played camouflage and learned how to make a 
winter fire with Parks Canada staff, Craig 
McKinnon and Richard Cherepak. Our second ses-
sion was at Kathleen Lake, where we practiced the 
snowsnake and checked out quinzhee snow shel-
ters built by the Wood St. Outdoor Education 
class. If you support and want to see more of this 
kind of program – please share your positive feed-
back with CAFN and Kluane National Park staff. 
 
Traditional Sports Demo & Community Dinner 
in Takhini - A Health & Social Team Initiative 
Vero Owlchild and Marion Primozic teamed up 
and invited me to demonstrate traditional sport in 
Takhini on January 19th. There was a great turnout 
of all ages to watch and practice both Arctic and 
Dene games. Greg Edgelow, the Executive Direc-
tor of the Yukon Aboriginal Sport Circle, joined 
me at Takhini after a successful demonstration 
tour to Old Crow and Dawson City. Everyone had 
a lot of fun and we all hope to follow up with fu-
ture opportunities in Takhini. If anyone in Takhini 
is keen to take a lead in offering Traditional 
Sports, please contact Mike Evans at 634-2012 or 
mevans@cafn.ca.  
 

Master’s of Leadership  
at Royal Roads University 
As of this January I am beginning a two-year jour-
ney to learn the art of leadership. Although the ma-
jority of the program is on-line, I will be going to 
Victoria for my first 3-week residency in mid-
February. It is my aim with this program to get the 
knowledge and support I need to continue to help 
youth and recreation programming evolve in our 
communities. Your support and encouragement is 
always appreciated!  
 
2010 Arctic Winter Games  
CAFN Participation in Dene Games 
As Head Coach for the Yukon Dene Games team, 
I am excited to be bringing strong CAFN and 
Haines Junction representation to this year’s Arctic 
Winter Games.  
 

There was a big turnout from  at the Dene games 
trials from our communities for the upcoming 
2010 Arctic Winter Games, including: Dana 
Smith, Talisha, Dallyce Smith, Breanna Smith,  
Madison Allen, Natane Primozic, Anthony Pri-
mozic, Serena Primozic, Laura MacKinnon, Elisha 
Sembsmoen, and myself. 
 

There was intense competition to make the Juve-
nile Girls team. Over 20 girls tried out for 4 spots. 
Madison Allen and Natane Primozic successfully 
made the team and will represent Team Yukon on 
the Juvenile Girls Dene Games team. Anthony Pri-
mozic demonstrated great competence and success 
at the games, despite being younger than most of 
his competition. Due to a previous injury, Anthony 
wasn't able to compete in the finger-pull and 
gracefully bowed out of the competition. We hope 
Anthony will build on his success and compete at 
the 2012 AWG in Whitehorse. As veteran athletes 
from the 2008 AWG in Yellowknife, Elisha 
Sembsmoen and Laura MacKinnon proved their 
skills in the games and made the Junior Female 
Dene Games team. I was selected as the Head 
Coach for the Male Dene Games team and also 
made it on the Open Men's team.  
 

Lets all support and encourage our athletes! 
 

Mike Evans, CAFN Youth Programs Coordinator 
(867) 634-2012 
mevans@cafn.ca 
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Kelly Boyd 
Youth Centre Supervisor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello! My name is Kelly Boyd and I have been 
hired as the Youth Center Supervisor for CAFN’s 
Youth Junction. I was born and raised in Anti-
gonish, NS and moved to the Yukon in 2002, seek-
ing adventure and fresh mountain air.  I  taught in 
Whitehorse for four years before moving to Haines 
Junction in 2006 when my husband, Graham, ac-
cepted a position with CAFN as their Lands Man-
ager. I have enjoyed being home the last few years 
with our sons Archie & AJ, but am excited about 
the opportunity to work again with the youth in 
our community. I am fortunate to have met many 
folks in the CAFN community at various events 
and look forward to meeting many more.  I invite 
you to stop by the Youth Junction for a cup of tea, 
a cookie and/or a chat.   
 

Kelly Boyd, Youth Center Supervisor  
Phone: 867) 634-2012 
Email: cafnyouthsupervisor@yahoo.ca 

Shanita Brown 
Youth Leader @ Youth Junction 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hi.  My name is Shanita Brown and I am proud to 
be working with all the youth at the Youth Junc-
tion. I am a member of Champagne and Aishihik 
First Nations and a soon-to-be graduate of 2010 
this coming June. I look forward to all upcoming 
events that this job offers and all the challenges it 
may throw at me. Nonetheless, I would just like to 
say thank you for this opportunity to work with the 
CAFN Government. 
 
Shanita Brown, Youth Leader 
PH: (867) 634- 2012 
E-mail: cafnyouthleader@yahoo.ca 

Michelle and her family moved to Haines Junction a couple of years 
ago.  They really enjoy the community and beautiful surroundings.  Mi-
chelle is active in the outdoors and loves to fish and hunt.  If you see her 
running this spring, it’s not from the bears, she is training to run her f irst 
marathon in Alberta this June.  Michelle is helping out with data entry 
and general organization in the Housing, Properties and Municipal Ser-
vices Department. 
 

Michelle Faulkner, Acting Data Entry Clerk 
Phone: (867) 634-4229 
E-mail: housingadmin@cafn.ca 

Michelle Faulkner, Acting Data Entry Clerk 
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Lynn Sparks 
Director of Health and Social Programs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I joined CAFN as Health and Social Programs Di-
rector on January 4th  and received a warm wel-
come from staff. My professional background is in 
Social Work and I have been in the field for 24 
years. I am presently the Northern Canada repre-
sentative on the Canadian Association of Social 
Workers Board of Directors.  I moved to the 
Yukon from Hay River, NT, where I was Clinical 
Supervisor at Community Counselling Ser-
vices.  Prior to that I worked with the Inuit of Nun-
avik (Northern Quebec) for many years. I am very 
excited to be living and working in Haines Junc-
tion.  My door is open if you would like to drop by 
and chat with me about our Health and Social Pro-
grams. 

Lynn Sparks 
Director of Health and Social Programs 
Phone: (867) 634-4213 
E-mail: lsparks@cafn.ca 

Megan Moore 
Human Resources Trainee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please welcome Megan Moore, the new Human 
Resources Trainee.  Megan is filling in for the next 
few months while our usual HR Assistant Kathy 
Brown is completing additional training. 

Megan assists with job postings, processing job 
applications, and much more!  You can find 
Megan in our Haines Junction office.  

Megan Moore, Human Resources Trainee 
Phone: (867) 634-4244 
E-mail: mmoore@cafn.ca 

 
CONGRATS 
Congratulations to Lindsay Chambers on 
advancing to the position of Post Secondary 
Education Support Worker in Whitehorse. 
 

THANK YOU AND FAREWELL 
Many thanks to Dayle MacDonald for her 
years in the Human Resources branch.  
Dayle is moving on to new adventures.  Best 
wishes, Dayle.  You will be missed. 
 
WELCOME 
Please welcome Tiffany Drummond back to 
CAFN.  Tiffany will be assisting part-time 
with Human Resources work at CAFN in 
our Haines Junction office.  We look for-
ward to introducing Tiffany in the next issue 
of Dàkwänia. 

Vera W illiams cuts her "Happy Retirement" cake during the 
2009 CAFN Staff Christmas Dinner 
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Dännch’e? 
Happy àdz��  dz� nu! (sweetheart day). 
 
The Language Nest Program at the Shawkwunlee 
Daycare is running great with Heather Jim and 
Auntie Agnes.  The children are keen learners and 
quickly pick up the language and interact in South-
ern Tutchone daily.  The program runs daily from 
9:00 am – 12:00 noon.  Parents of young children 
are more than welcome to participate and we en-
courage all to join us.  Language learning starts 
and strengthens with the young ones and at home. 
 
We now have language programming running in 
just about all communities.  If you are interested in 
starting language programming in your commu-
nity, please contact me for details.  Here are our 
language class schedules: 
 
Haines Junction 
Every Monday and Wednesday 
4:30 pm – 6:00 pm 
Dä K�  classroom 
With Vivian and Agnes 
 

Takhini Sub-division 
Every Sunday afternoon 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
Takhini Hall 
With Dorothy Bellrose 
 

Whitehorse 
Every Tuesday and Thursday 
4:30 pm – 6:00pm 
CAFN upstairs boardroom 
With Lorraine Allen and Dorothy B. 
 
We are open and wish to hear from you.  Do you 
have ideas for future language classes or program-
ming? How would you like to learn your lan-
guage?  What days work for you and your family? 
Bring your sewing and learn your language at the 
same time.  Our instructors are happy to help you 
with your sewing projects. 
 

	

>���2���	2�%���	

The following are some spring Southern Tutchone 
words and phrases you can practice and use with 
family, friends and co-workers: 
 
Valentine’s Day  Ádz��  dz� nu! 
Love song    Dädz��  Khen (yen) 
My friend    ätl� y�  
Rub noses    ts� n-tsän 
Snow birds    Thäwk’aya 
Is it warm for you?   Nts’àn kwädhäla? 
 

Snow is starting to melt off the roads. 
Yäh Tän gà ajadlät 
 

I see a chickadee on a willow! 
Ts’egègia k’ày dada n�’ � ! 
 
Please feel free to share any ideas or suggestions 
you may have for Language Programs by giving 
me a call or sending me an e-mail.  Also, if you 
require a ride to any of our language programs 
please don’t hesitate to ask! 
 

Nänuch’i shi, däk’änntà jé 
(I will see you again, take care) 
 

Millie Joe 
Language Coordinator 
(867) 634 4013 (collect calls welcome) 
mjoe@cafn.ca  

M
ill

ie
 J

oe
 

Yukon Native Language Teacher In-Service this February. 
Left to right, back to front: David Bunbury, Lillian Underwood, 
Stephen Reid, Dorothy Bellrose, Janet Burns, Geraldine Stone, 
Colleen Joe-Titus, Norman Adamson, MaryJane Allison, Mar-
tha Smith, Lorraine Allen, Bertha Moose, Sharon Shadow, Mil-
lie Joe, Nevada Joe, Vivian Smith, Wilfred Brown, Daniel Tlen, 

Hazel Bunbury, Liza Jacobs  
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CAFN Student Awards and Scholarships 
A big congratulations from the Education Department to the following hard-working students who earned 
CAFN scholarships awards. 

 
Post Secondary Scholarships 
Overall Academic Achievement 
Highest GPA in a Bachelor/Masters program   Noli Eastmure – Education 

 Cody Hougen -  Commerce 
Highest GPA in a Diploma Program    Elizabeth Smith – Nursing 
Highest GPA in Trades/Certificate Program   Jessica Chance Hassard – Professional Cooking 
 
Field of Study Achievement 
Administration/Management/Law   Cody Hougen - Commerce 
Education/Social/Fine Arts    Noli Eastmure - Education 
Science/Health/Technology    Elizabeth Smith - Nursing 
Science and Technology    Mathew Trotter - Science 
Trades and Vocational Training   Jessica Chance Hassard – Professional Cooking 
 
Priority Field of Study Scholarship 
Jared Hougen – Bachelor of Science 
Edward Long – Geology Technician 
Venesa Lutz –  Trades 
Mathew Trotter – Bachelor of Science 
 
Secondary Achievement Awards 
Alexis Hougen – Grade 9 
Geena Charlie – Grade 9 
Shelby Jackson – Grade 10 
Jessica Trotter – Grade 12 
�
CAFN Government Student Statistics 
Fiscal Year 2008-09 
 
Language Nest Participation:   20 children 
 

Tutoring program:     29 students 
 

Grade 12 graduates:          13 graduates 
 

Post-Secondary students sponsored  
for full and part-time courses:  50 students 
 

Post-Secondary Graduates:     4 graduates 
�
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K4 student Cameryn Hume practices drumming while learning  
about hand games with her Bicultural Pilot Program class  

at St. Elias Community School 
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Services We Offer 
 

Family Health & Wellness  
Programming 
*  Nutrit ional Information Sessions 
*  Prenatal Support & Supplements 
*  Postnatal Support & Supple-

ments 
*  Parental Support & referral Ser-

vices 
*  Weekly Healthy Cooking 

Classes 

Recipe of the Month 
 

Black and White Bean Salad 
1 can  black beans, rinsed and drained 
1 can  white kidney beans, rinsed and 
drained 
1/2 cup chopped cucumber 
1/2 cup chopped sweet red pepper 
1/4 cup chopped onion 
1/4 cup minced fresh cilantro 
1/3 cup red wine vinegar 
1/2 teaspoon salt, optional 
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder 
1/8 teaspoon pepper 
1 cup salsa 
 
In a large bowl, combine the beans, cu-
cumber, red pepper, onion and cilantro. 
In a small bowl, whisk the vinegar, and 
seasonings. Pour over bean mixture and 
toss to coat. Cover and refrigerate until 
serving. 

Health Cooking Classes 
 

Healthy Cooking Haines Junc-
tion Group - Every Wednesday 
from 5-7 pm @ Mun Ku. 
 

Whitehorse Cooking Classes  
are every Thursday From 3-5 pm 
at #2 Hospital Road. 
 

Please let Jocelyn know a day 
ahead if you will need a ride to 
and from class so arrangements 
can be made. 
 

Please Note: Classes maybe can-
celed due to Weather & Road 
Condit ions.  I will call ahead and 
let you  know. 
 

Jocelyn Kinney 
Family Health Promotion  
(867) 634-4017 or  
Cell (867) 332-5221 

February is National Children’s 
Dental Health Month and a 
chance for you to help your kids 
brush up on good  oral hygiene. 
The following tips can help your 
children maintain a great and 
healthy smile all year long.  Brush  
at least twice a day to remove 
plaque. If plaque is not removed, 
it can lead to cavities. Brushing 
can be fun for kids when you do it 
together. It's very important for 
your child to have his / her first 
dental check up before their first 
birthday. Baby teeth serve impor-
tant purposes such as helping the 
child to speak and to chew natu-
rally. Baby teeth also hold a place 
for permanent teeth to come in 
properly. The best way to keep 
your child's teeth healthy are 
regular dental check ups. A 
healthy and balanced diet is es-
sential to maintaining good oral 
health.  Snacks should be limited 
to help prevent cavities. 

�

March is National Nutrition 
Month . So let’s focus on the im-
portance  of making Nutritious 
food choices to develop sound 
eating and physical activity habits 
for our children and families. 
Well nourished and active chil-
dren and teens  grow, develop and 
learn better. Good nutrition also 
helps ensure a Healthy pregnancy 
and successful breastfeeding. And 
healthful eating and active living  
help adults and seniors feel their 
best, work productively  and 
lower their risk for a variety of 
conditions. 

�����Baby Announcements: 
CAFN would like to share your 
new baby pictures/bi rth an-
nouncements in the newsletter. I f 
you have a photo of your new 
CAFN member please send it to:  
amymckinnon@northwestel.net  
Please be sure to include details 
about your baby’s arrival like  
birthdate, baby’s full name,  
parent’s names and any other ex-
citing details you would like to 
share. Thanks in advance we look 
forward to seeing lots of new little 
faces in the Newsletter! 

          Mac & Cheese 
2 cups cooked macaroni 
1/2 cup chopped onions 
1/2 cup fat free milk 
1 beaten egg 
1 1/4 cup low fat sharp cheddar cheese 
(shredded) 
Non–stick cooking spray 
 
In large bowl mix all ingredients to-
gether.  Spray casserole dish, pour in 
ingredients and bake for 25 mins or 
until bubbly at 350’F. Let stand 10  
minutes and serve. 
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We have a new Director, Lynn Sparks.  Welcome, 
Lynn, to our Department and our Southern Tut-
chone Traditional Territory.   
 
We have ongoing plans for wellness, residential 
survivor activities, additions, and family violence 
prevention (Women's Directorate proposal).  
• Sewing Circles are held every Monday from 

11:30-1:00 pm at Dä K� .   Join for lunch and 
sewing, or just come and visit. 

• We are planning a progam for the men;  work-
shops, arts and crafts,  etc.  We have a spot at 
Mun  K�  that staff from Housing has helped us 
with to start some programming. 

• We are involved with the Aboriginal Health 
Transition Fund  (AHTF)  Incentives from 
CYFN 

• We are currently drafting our new fiscal year 
budgets and workplans 

• Many resources are available in our office to 
borrow (books, videos, etc) 

We are still very busy and are glad to do our best 
to continue to support you and your families.  We 
wish everyone a Happy New Year.  Remember, be 
good to yourself, your children, grandchildren, 
families and may the Creator guide you always. 
Mary, Kathleen, Vera, Marie,  
Doris  and Mary Jane 

Important Notice: Residential School Survivors 
If you have signed up or are considering signing 
up for our residential school survivors trip to Ha-
waii this September, we need you to confirm with 
Doris or Mary Jane in CAFN Social Programs 
ASAP.  We are also requesting members let us 
know if you attended residential school and which 
schools you attended, as we are trying to keep re-
cords for historical reasons.   
 

Fundraising is underway to help our survivors 
group get to Hawaii.  We are selling 50/50 tickets 
at both offices and catering the Native Bonspiel 
concession February 19-21 in Haines Junction.  If 
you would like to help fundraise, you can volun-
teer with us. Or you can donate fresh bannock,  
pop, juice, and water, etc.  If you would like to do-
nate an item for our ongoing auctions, you are wel-
come to leave them with Doris. 
 

I am still trying to see if members would like to 
start a support group. Or what other initiatives you  
would like to see happen here at CAFN.  We are 
planning to do a Second Generation Workshop.  
Please, tell us your ideas. 
 

Again, if you need assistance with any concerns or 
questions as a family member or survivor, please 
call, email or drop in.       
In Unity,   
Mary Jane Smith, CAFN Counselor 
(867) 634-4225 
msmith@cafn.ca 
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Please send your special greetings to family and friends to the editor at amymckinnon@northwestel.net. 
At the direction of Chief and Council, the � �������� �������� �������� ������� ����CAFN newsletter no longer publishes a complete lis t 
of citizens' birthdays with the intent of protecting citizens' privacy.     

BELATED GRETINGS 
Very Special Happy birthday Wishes to Alex Wil-
liams And  Nicholas Williams on January 15.  
Have a great day Boys:]  
Love Always from Mom,Shy and   Brandon 
 
Very Special Happy birthday wishes to Linaya 
Workman on January 13.  Have a great day Li-
naya. 
From Deb, Shy, Alex and Brandon 
 
Very Special Birthday wishes to Sista/Aunty Do-
reen Williams for January 20.  Have a great day. 
 Deb, Shy, Alex and Brandon 
 
Happy Birthday Grandpa Thomas on January 
14.  You're always in our thoughts and prayers. 
We love and miss you and grandma Rita so 
much.  
Love always, Gerald, Darlene, Katherine, Ge-
rald, Mariah Albert. Lilly Albert, Byron & 
Alando Torres,Kluane, Joseph & Katelynn 
Coppa of Northway and Palmer, Alaska. 
 

Happy 50th Anniversary  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

to Paul and Kathy Birckel on February 20th, 
2010!  They were married in 1960  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 
 

Very Special 16th Birthday Wishes to Brandon Wil-
liams on February 12.    Have an Awesome day 
Brandon. 
Love Always from Mom, Shy, Alex, Grandma And 
Grandpa 
 
A very Special Happy Birthday wishes to Mom/
Grandma  Vera Williams on February 20.  Have a 
Great Day. 
Love always from Deb,Shy,Alex and Brandon 
 
Happy 25th Birthday to son Gerald Asp on Febru-
ary 26th! 
From Mom and Dad 
 
To Gerald Thomas Albert:  Happy Birthday son, 
brother, & uncle G-man on February 25. Hope 
you have a great birthday party and many more to 
come. We love you so much. 
Love always, Dad, mom, Katherine, Mariah, Lilly, 
Byron, Alando, Kluane, Joseph, and Katelynn of 
Northway and Palmer, Alaska 
 
Happy Birthday Kluane Coppa on March 4. Take 
good care of your little family. We love you 
Kluane, Joseph, and Katelynn Coppa. 
Love Dad, Mom, Katherine, G-man, Mariah, Lilly, 
Byron, Alando, Joseph, and Katelynn of Northway 
and Palmer, Alaska 
 
Happy Birthday to Lilly Albert on March 23. We 
love you so very much, hope all is well, and take 
good care of your little family as well. we love you 
Byron and Alando Torres. 
Love, Dad, Mom, Kluane, Joseph, Katelynn, 
Katherine, G-man, Mariah, Byron and Alando of 
Northway and Palmer, Alaska. 
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CAFN Used Window Sale  
April 9, 2010 

 
The CAFN Housing, Properties and Mu-
nicipal Services Department will be hold-
ing a used window sale at $25 per window 
on April 9, 2010 in Haines Junction.  
Please watch for more details.  Questions 
can be directed to Tom Millspaugh at 634-
4240. 

Please note the new First Nation Self  
Government Secretariat Location: 

204 Black Street, Suite 200 
Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 2M9 
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During your personal income tax preparations, please 
note: 
 

If you resided on any Champagne and Aishihik First 
Nations Sett lement Lands on December 31, 2009, you 
are obligated to file the Yukon First Nations Tax form 
that is attached to your income tax application.  You can 
download the form at this website: http://www.cra-
arc.gc.ca and look up Yukon First Nations tax – it will 
take you to a printable PDF file. 
 

In 1999, income tax collection and sharing arrangements 
were signed between the Federal Government, the Gov-
ernment of Yukon and Champagne and Aishihik First 
Nations.  These agreements allow the Federal and 
Yukon Governments to transfer part of these taxes to 
CAFN. 
 

Each year, CAFN receives a percentage of taxes from 
Canada and YTG.  This amount is based on all residents 
who filed personal income tax returns who stated they 
lived on Sett lement Land on December 31, 2009.  These 
taxes increase CAFN’s Own Source Revenue.  Chief 
and Council have discretion over the allocation of the 
funding received. 
 

Everyone, regardless of income, should file a tax return.  
You should be informed that if you have low or no in-
come, you may be eligible to receive GST credits and 
Child Tax credits if you file. 
 

For further information, please contact Angie 
Wabisca, Implementation Manager at (867) 456-6881 
or awabisca@cafn.ca. 

�

STATUS UPDATE: 
CHIEF AND COUNCIL  

REMUNERATION 
 

A report on the pay of the members of the First Nations 
Council including the Chief and the Councilors was 
received in October 2009.  This report was prepared by 
Patrick Michael, former Clerk of the Yukon Legislative 
Assembly, for the independent Council Compensation 
Committee.  Mr. Michael submitted an interim draft to 
that Committee in July 2009 and, following consulta-
t ion with it , prepared a final draft in October.  The re-
port is based on its recommendations coming into force 
on April 1, 2010 and the First Nations Council has di-
rected that an implementation working group bring to 
Council the necessary legislative and policy changes to 
meet that deadline. 
This process, which resembles that found in many other 
government and legislative institut ions, was adopted 
because it  is undesirable for elected members and the 
public servants who report to them to be making rec-
ommendations and decisions respecting the pay and 
benefits of those elected members. 
The focus of the central recommendations of the report 
are as follows: 
1. That the current legislation, regulations and poli-
cies governing the pay and benefits of the members of 
the First Nations Council be revised to ensure that the 
rules respecting the pay of the Chief and Councillors 
are clearly stated and clearly understood. 
2. That the pay of the Chief and Councillors be sub-
ject to modest increases as of April 1, 2010 and then 
changed each year to reflect the Cost of Living Index. 
3. That there be financial penalt ies for members of the 
First Nations Council for unfounded absences from 
meetings of the First Nations Council or the annual 
General Assembly of the CAFN. 
4. That severance allowances be put in place for 
members of the First Nations Council who cease to 
hold office. 
That there be full annual disclosure to the cit izens of 
the CAFN of the pay, benefits and travel expenses of 
the Chief and each Councillor. 
 
The report and its appendices will be made available to 
any CAFN cit izen in the CAFN offices in Haines Junc-
t ion and Whitehorse during normal business hours. 
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2010 CAFN General Assembly Update 
The 2010 CAFN General Assembly is scheduled for 
July 23-25, location to be announced. 

Constitutional Changes: Proposed changes to the 
CAFN Constitut ional Changes must be received 60 
days prior to the GA.  Please submit any proposed 
changes to Secretariat Director Fran Asp at 
fasp@cafn.ca or phone 667-6626. 

General Assembly delegates are in place for the 2010 
GA.  They are finishing the final year of their term.  
Cit izens who wish to be delegates in future years can 
get an application online at ww.cafn.ca, or at either 
CAFN office.  An update session with the 2010 dele-
gates is planned for March 4-5 in Haines Junction. 

NOTICE: DOG SLED RACE  
 WHITEHORSE TO HAINES JUNCTION,  

FEBRUARY 27-28   
The Dog Powered Association of the Yukon 
(DPSAY) is holding a race Feb. 27-28 from Whitehorse to 
Haines Junction. This 100-mile race is planned to follow 
the highway right-of-way (for the most part) from White-
horse to Haines Junction.  We will be traveling through 
CAFN tradit ional territory and land.  The race will have 
two classes - skijoring and sledding. The number of com-
petitors is limited to 35 total.  The Mendenhall community 
centre will be our halfway checkpoint, and teams will rest 
there for a 5-hr minimum.  In the future it  is hoped this 
will be a Yukon Quest qualifying race. 
 

We will be traveling over 
the Aishihik bridge and 
would like to build a snow 
chute so the teams can go 
over easily 
 

We are also looking for vol-
unteers, so if any CAFN 

members who would like to help out (trail grooming, 
checkpoint help), or kids who might be interested, please 
send them our way! It  will be a really fun race and should 
be great to follow - teams will be able to be seen for 3/4 of 
the race! 
 

We have a website  at www.dpsay.wordpress.com where 
you can find out more about the organization.  Thanks for 
any assistance you may be able to provide!  
 

Stacie Zaychuk 
DPSAY Board Member/Web Site Coordinator 
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New CAFN Diabetes Program 
Seeks Healthy Recipes 

 

CAFN has a new diabetes program.  CAFN 
members with diabetes can now contact Dia-
betes Program Coordinator Marianne Joe for 
support at 634-4212 or 4221.  Marianne is 
also looking for recipes to create a healthy, 
geared-to-diabetes cookbook.  Please send 
your recipes to Marianne at majoe@cafn.ca.    
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Congratulations to Native Language Teacher 
Stephen Reid (Kawsha) on Award of Honour 

 
Stephen Reid (Kawsha) and one other Yukon Govern-
ment staff member were the first ever recipients of the 
Aboriginal Employee Award of Honour, presented in 
December 2009.  Stephen is a Native Language 
Teacher with the Department of Education.  Thirty peo-
ple were nominated for the award. 
 

"Congratulations to Stephen Reid for his Aboriginal 
Employee Award of Honour from the Yukon Govern-
ment.  Your family is very proud of all your accom-
plishments!"  (from William and Fran Asp) 
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Congratulations to  
Linaya Workman on  

Award for Wood Bison Co-
Management 

Renewable Resources Manager Linaya Workman 
received a surprise in December 2009 when she 
was unexpectedly presented with an award during 
the regular CAFN Chief and Council meeting.  
Linaya's award is for her contributions as the Co-
Chair of the Yukon Wood Bison Technical Team. 
 

"I was shocked!" says Linaya.  "It's pretty nice to 
be recognized for all that work."  
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Stephen is presented with the Award by Minister  
of the Public Service Commission Patrick Rouble 

Linaya was presented the award by Yukon Fish and Wildlife 
Director Dan Lindsay 
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Right: Happy New 
Year!  The Pri-
mozic kids of 

Haines Junction 
jump for joy,  

despite the -30  
degree C temp 
at midnight on  
December 31, 

2009! 

Below: CAFN Community Lands Officer Rose Kushniruk 
presented on the impacts of climate change on the boreal 
forest during the December 2009 United Nations climate 
change conference in Copenhagen, Denmark 
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Mondays - Sewing Circle and lunch,  11:30 to 1:30 
p.m. at Dä K�  .  For more information, please contact 
Tracy Kane at 634-4222 or tkane@cafn.ca. 
 
Thursdays - Elders Tea and Fitness Lunch, Haines 
Junction, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Dä K� .  Please 
contact Darlene for more details at 634-4212 or 
dblair@cafn.ca. 
 
First Friday of every month -  Elders Lunch, White-
horse,  11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the CAFN Whitehorse 
office boardroom.  Please contact Darlene for more 
details at 634-4212 or dblair@cafn.ca. 
 
Southern Tutchone Evening Language Classes -  
Haines Junction - Monday and Wednesday, 4:30 - 
6:00 p.m., Dä K�  Classroom. 
Whitehorse - Tuesday and Thursday, 4:30 - 6:00 p.m., 
CAFN Boardroom. 
Takhini - Every Sunday, 12 - 3 p.m., Takhini Hall. 
For more information contact Millie Joe at 634-4013 or 
mjoe@cafn.ca.  
 
February 15 -  Alsek Renewable Resource Council 
Meeting at the Champagne Hall at 7:30pm. Dinner and 
refreshments will be served start ing at 6:30.  Every-
body welcome.   Phone 634-2524 for more information. 
 
February 18-19 - Regular Chief and Council Meet-
ing, Haines Junction. 
 
February 23 - Harp Concert, St. Elias 
Convention Centre at 7 p.m.  Please 
con t act  JAM at  634-2366  o r 
hjarts@northwestel.net for more details. 
 

February 24 - Jamberries at the Library at 10 a.m. 
 
February 26 - Heritage Day Holiday 
 
March 4-5 - GA Delegate Winter Update Session, 
Haines Junction.  Please contact Michele at (867) 634-
4235 or mmacdonald@cafn.ca for more information. 
 
March 5 -  "Year of Honouring and Celebrating 
Our Elders Knowledge Potlatch", hosted by Chief 
and Council.  Celebrate the conclusion of two years of 
Honouring our Elders, and be there for the announce-
ment of the 2010 theme!  Potlatch and supper at the 
Haines Junction Convention Centre beginning at 5 p.m. 
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NEW DATE March 5-7 - 28th Annual Native 
Bonspiel, Haines Junction.  Registration: Stephanie 
MacElheron at 634-2182, entry fee is $240. Events in-
clude Friday and Saturday night dances with the Berg-
man Brothers, and the Boots-n-Buns contest is back! 
 
March 8-19 - Spring Break/Arctic Winter Games 
Break  
 
March 20 - Kathleen Lake Pond Hockey Tourna-
ment, in partnership with CAFN, KNPR and Haines 
Jct Minor Hockey. For more info, phone Mark at 634-
2943. 
 
March 25-26 - Regular Chief and Council Meeting, 
Haines Junction. 
 
March 26-28 -  Kilrich & Northerm Present the 
33rd Annual Yukon Native Hockey Tournament, 
Whitehorse, March 1 deadline to register.  Go to 
www.yiha.ca for more information. 
 
March 27-28 - Annual Haines Junction Female 
Hockey Jamboree, phone Val at 634-2683 for more 
info. 
 
March 27 - Earth Hour 8:30 p.m. - Turn out the 
lights for one hour!  More info: www.EarthHour.org�


