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CAFN Elders Knowledge Camps 
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Frances Joe relaxes at Dezadeash Lake 
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Ready to leave for Squirrel Creek - Crew members Marion and Mike Telep,  
Phyllis Smith, and 97-year old Elder Sue VanBibber 

Champagne and Aishihik First Nations 
Elders got out on the land during four 
New Horizons Elders Knowledge camps 
held this July through September. 
 
"These camps were a great way to bring 
CAFN Elders and younger generations out 
on the land to share their knowledge and 
skills," says CAFN Health Programs Man-
ager Tracy Kane.  "Informal gatherings on 
the land and around the campfire are 
something our Elders have said they 
wanted to do for a long time."  
 
Camps were held at  Dezadeash Lake, An-
nie Ned Creek (Gopher Camp), Squirrel 
Creek (Dezadeash River),  and 75 Mile 
(Kelsall Lake). 

Continued on page 2 
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Continued from page 1 
 

Local Elders from each area took the lead in orga-
nizing, hosting and sharing traditional knowledge 
at each camp.  The purpose of the land-based 
learning project was to empower Elders to carry 
out the camps themselves and to pass on the tradi-
tions they believe are most important. 
 
"These camps were the product of many months of 
planning," says Tracy.  "We're fortunate to have so 
many skilled and motivated Elders."  
 
Anyone was welcome to attend the camps, and 
many CAFN families and community members 
took advantage of the opportunity to learn first-
hand from Elders while hunting, netting fish, berry 
picking, gopher trapping, beading, sewing, horse 
wrangling, and much more.    
 
Funding for the Elders Knowledge camps was re-
ceived through a Government of Canada New Ho-
rizons program grant for $25,000.  Though it was a 
one-time grant, many wish to continue with similar 
camps in the future. 
 
Gwänäschis to the Elders who worked hard to host 
and share their skills and knowledge during the 
camps.  Thank you to all the "young folks" who 
participated and provided support during the 
camps.  And thank you to Cheryle Patterson, who 
assisted with some of the camps. 

Skinning a gopher  
at Annie Ned Creek 

Swapping stories around the campfire at Kelsall Lake. 
Left to right: Lawrence Joe, Chuck Hume, Doris Allen  

and Barb Hume. 

Kim Chambers shows off 
the perfect diamond hitch 

she learned from "Grandpa 
Daddy" Alex VanBibber for 

the trip to Squirrel Creek 

Happy campers at Kelsall Lake display the medicine bags they 
sewed.  They also practiced making a button blanket. 

Enjoying a beautiful fall day at Dezadeash 
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It is exciting to see site work underway at the site 
of our future Cultural Centre.  A contract was  
recently signed with Skookum Construction to do 
the  major  site preparation.  Congratulations to 
CAFN Heritage staff on kicking off the latest 
round of community consultation on the Centre.  
We look forward to more community input during 
upcoming consultation meetings in CAFN commu-
nities.  I also enjoyed sharing the floor plan and 
layout for our Cultural Centre with Minister Strahl 
during his visit to Haines Junction for the IGF. 
 
On September 30, Deputy Chief Lorraine Stick met 
with Assembly of First Nations Chief Shawn Atleo 
during his visit to the Yukon.  She joined other 
Yukon First Nations leaders to talk with Chief At-
leo about how the AFN can better help Yukon self 
governments in our lobbying efforts with Canada. 
 
Our 2009 Chief and Council community visits are 
underway.  We are meeting with citizens in the 
communities of Haines, Champagne, Haines Junc-
tion, Takhini, and Whitehorse, and are happy with 
the great turnout and excellent input we are re-
ceiving.  It is very useful to have direct input from 
CAFN citizens  as we get ready to update our Stra-
tegic Plan and budgets for fiscal year 2010-11. 
 
I am attending a special talk at the Beringia Cen-
tre this month on ice patch research in Norway.  

Message from the Chief 
 

Dear Fellow Citizens: 
 

Dännch'e. 
 

I am enjoying being back in the 
office after some time away this  
fall.  I spent my break from the 
Chief's office hunting on the land, 

gathering for winter, and preparing for my 
cousin's potlatch. 
 
In September, I participated in the Yukon Forum 
with Yukon First Nations leaders and the Premier.   
During this session, Northern Strategy Trust (NST) 
funding was approved.  CAFN has several propos-
als in to the NST, and was approved for $300,000 
to develop a policy framework, as well as for 
$350,00 for projects over the next three years to 
reduce the impacts of the spruce bark beetle.  The 
Yukon Forum also discussed ways it can help 
Yukon First Nations tackle some of the tougher 
issues facing us today. 
 
Champagne and Aishihik First Nations enjoyed 
hosting the Intergovernmental Forum (IGF) in 
Haines Junction this September, which includes 
the chiefs of all Yukon self-governing First Na-
tions, the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development, and the Yukon Premier.  During this 
session, Minister Chuck Strahl confirmed Can-
ada's intent to negotiate outstanding Financial 
Transfer Agreements with Yukon First Nations by 
the end of fiscal year 2009-10.  The parties will 
complete negotiation of the new Governance por-
tion by December 2009, with an FTA in April 2010 
for that portion.  The Minister committed to fur-
ther negotiations to deal with Treaty Implementa-
tion and Programs and Services.  The IGF also 
discussed CanNor (the Canadian Northern Eco-
nomic Development Agency).  Yukon leaders want 
greater certainty of involvement with the Agency, 
in keeping with our Land Claims Agreements. 
Gwänäschis to the Dakwäkäda Dancers for their 
excellent performance at this Forum.  Other Yukon 
chiefs recognized the importance of this traditional 
welcome. 
 

 

Leaders at the Intergovernmental Forum in Haines Junction, 

September 23, 2009 
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Continued on following page 



 Page 4                                DàkwäniaDàkwäniaDàkwäniaDàkwänia                            August/September 2009 

 

 

 

 
2009 Chief & Council Community Visit  

Dates & Locations 
 

Haines, Alaska, ANB Hall 

Monday, September 28 at 5:00 pm 
 

Champagne, Community Hall 

Wednesday, September 30 at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Haines Junction, DaKu 

Thursday, October 1 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Takhini, Community Hall 

Thursday, October 8 at 7:00p.m. 
 

Whitehorse, CAFN office 

Wednesday, October 14 at 7:00 pm 
 

Snacks and drinks will be provided. 
 

If you would like a home visit from the Chief,  

please contact Angie Charlebois  

Over the past decade, many old hunting tools have 
been recovered from mountain top ice patches 
throughout CAFN traditional territory. Old style 
hunting tools, such as arrows and darts, are being 
found most summers as the ice melts at the moun-
tain top ice patches where caribou dung is found. 
This year's finds from the ice patch known as Lit-
tle Gladstone included an arrow, a stone dart point, 
a micro-blade core (stone nodule used to make an 
old style of cutting implement), and even a musket 
ball!  CAFN's Gary Darbyshire was part of the 
group that made these finds. 
 
At present, the collection of ice patch artifacts are 
being safely cared for at Yukon Government heri-
tage lab facilities in Whitehorse.   This collection 
consists largely of ancient hunting tools, as well as 
the 1400 year old moccasin found by Cody Joe in 
2003.  While these ice patch artifacts are not on 
public display, it is still possible for interested 
CAFN citizens to see them. Small group visits can 
be arranged to the Yukon Government lab where 
the artifacts are stored. 
 
If you would like the opportunity to visit the lab 
and view the ice patch artifacts this fall, please 
contact the Heritage office (Sheila Quock at 634-
4010 or squock@cafn.ca,  or Richard Smith at 
634-4012 or rsmith@cafn.ca). CAFN Heritage 
staff will take your name and, once we see how 
many citizens are interested, will get back to you 

with details on when the visits will be scheduled.   

Old Hunting Tools Found  
at Ice Patch Sites 
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They are making similar finds in mountain ice 
fields in Norway, and I am excited to meet in per-
son with the presenter, Martin Calanan.    
 
The Council of Yukon First Nations (CYFN) Gen-
eral Assembly is preparing for a special General 
Assembly in the coming months.  The purpose will 
be to approve the new Yukon First Nations Inter-
governmental Accord, which establishes the "new" 
CYFN organization and mandate.   
 
Nänuch’i shi (I will see you again). 
 

Sincerely, 
Diane Strand - Xíxch'tláa 
 

PS - Congratulations to all the gopher hunters at 
Gopher Camp this year!  
 

And congratulations to Liza Jacobs, Heather Jim 
and Millie Joe on successfully completing a five-
day Native Language Teacher Training course this 
September at the Yukon Native Language Center.   

Continued from previous page:  
Message from the Chief 
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CAFN CULTURAL CENTRE: 
Work is Underway 

Ground prep work is underway at the CAFN Cul-
tural Centre site in Haines Junction.  Skookum 
Construction was recently awarded the contract 
and is currently preparing the site for construction, 
by clearing, grubbing and putting in the granular 
pad.  Citizens interested in working on the con-
struction should contact Mary Anne Carroll at 
(867) 634-4230 or mcarroll@cafn.ca 
 
CAFN held its first community consultation ses-
sion for exhibit design in September.  Thank you 
to all who participated for your great ideas.  We 
plan to build on exhibit ideas during additional 
community meetings in Takhini and Champagne, 
and separate meetings with CAFN Elders and 
youth.  Please watch for dates and details. 
 
Work continues on a priority acquisitions list to 
develop our collection.  We need advice from the  
community on what should have in our collection.  
Please contact Richard Smith at (867) 634-4016 or 
rsmith@cafn.ca to share your ideas. 

The Centre will cost approximately $11 million to 
construct, and has a total capital budget of $15 
million.  Funding for the Cultural Centre includes 
$8 million from a successful proposal to the Mu-
nicipal Rural Infrastructure Fund ($4 million from 
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada and $4 mil-
lion from the Yukon Government).  Parks Canada 
is contributing $5 million, and CAFN is investing 
$2.5 million (as per 2007 GA resolution). 

 
Alexia McKinnon, Heritage 

Planner & Project Manager 
Phone: (867) 667-7825  

E-mail: alexia@cafn.ca 

 

CULTURAL CENTRE FLOOR PLAN 

Chief Strand, Premier Fentie,  Minister Strahl  
and Grand Chief Carvill pose with the Cultural Centre plans  

and cultural display items this September  
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At left is a  miniature view of the 
CAFN Cultural Centre floor plan.  

The actual size will total about 
28,000 square feet.   

To see a larger scale version  
of this floor plan, please go to 

www.cafn.ca . 
 

Work is underway (in consultation 
with citizens) to determine the  

exterior finish and design of the 
building.  Once the exterior design 

is complete, a  new conceptual 
drawing will be prepared. 
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WHAT'S NEW IN SCHOOL? 

St. Elias Community  
School Update 

Welcome back.  Hope you all had a good summer 
vacation.  Here are some of the upcoming events at 
St. Elias School: 
  
• October 7th or 9th (TBA) Grad Pictures 

• October 8th School/Family pictures  
• November 3rd High School Report Cards 

  
Please free to contact me or stop by the school  if 
you have any other questions , concerns or if you 
require  forms for the Room and Board program, 
school supply funding or Tutoring Program. 
 
Tutoring is available for grades 1 thru  12.  We 
already have 17 students in the tutoring program 
and more requests!  This is a really, really great 
program.  Students are encouraged to contact 
Diane Jenschatz for information.  And if anyone is 
interested, tutors are always needed for many sub-
jects (math, English, social studies, science).  
Please forward resumes to St. Elias Community 
School.  
  
Culture in the School will be happening again this 
year.  Elders are welcome and encouraged to share 
their knowledge!!  Please contact the school to get 
involved. 
 
Diane Jenschatz, CAFN Student Support Worker 
 St. Elias Community School, Haines Junction 
Phone: (867) 634-2231 
E-mail: diane.benjamin@yesnet.yk.ca 
 
General Inquiries:  CAFN Education Department 
Lindsay Chambers, Administrative Assistant  
(867) 633-8901 
lchambers@cafn.ca 

 
Check out the new Education Directory 

online at www.cafn.ca/education.html 
 

Post Secondary Student Meet and Greet:   

We have a new Education Director, Shandell 
McCarthy, starting work in October 2009. Post 
Secondary students were invited to a lunch meet-
and-greet at the Yukon College on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 6, 2009.  This was an opportunity for students 
to meet each other, as well as the new director, and 
to ask questions and learn about the different pro-
grams and services  offered to CAFN Post Secon-
dary students. The CAFN Education Department 
would like to ensure all our students have a 
smooth and successful year of studies.   

 

 

 
 Getting Good  
Grades Pays! 

 

 
Hey all CAFN Secondary Students!  Did 
you get an average of 75% or higher last 
year?  If so, you can apply for our CAFN 
Secondary  A cademic Ach ievement 
Award!  Apply before November 2009, 
with your last year report card and you 
may be illegible for $100 - $350 in time 
for the Christmas holidays!  
 
Please stop in either CAFN Education De-
partment in Whitehorse or Haines Junction 
to pick up an application form. Attach 
your last year's report card and return to 
the CAFN Education Department.   

 
Or contact us at: 

 

304 Jarvis Street Whitehorse YT Y1A 2H2 
(867) 633-8901  or  (867) 634-4230 

lchambers@cafn.ca    or   mcarroll@cafn.ca    
Fax: (867) 393-2765 
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WOMENS RETREAT AT KLUKSHU 

About 30 CAFN women gathered at Klukshu this 
August for a Women's Retreat.   
 

The Retreat focused on "Building Family Resil-
ience with Mothers and their Children", and was 
facilitated by Bea Shawanda.   
 

"Overall it was great," says CAFN Counsellor 
Mary Jane Smith.  "Bea really connects well with 
people here."  
 

About 30 women attended.  Many brought their 
children, and some fathers and partners also joined 
the group.  Participants took part in daily "head 
stuff" activities geared toward healthy families and 

violence prevention, followed by traditional activi-
ties, like traditional medicines, fishing and berry 
picking. 
 

One of the traditional activities was a fishing trip 
to Shawshe (Dalton Post), where some of the 
women fished for the first time and even caught 
their first salmon! 
 

The idea for a women's retreat was generated dur-
ing a grieving workshop hosted this spring by 
CAFN.   Women at the workshop identified the 
need for a women’s retreat and women's circles to 
come together to learn healthy ways to cope with 
life situations.   
 

The 2009 Women's Retreat was the first, and an-
other is planned for summer 2010.  Women's cir-
cles will begin this fall, and we are also working to 
establish a 
women's safe 
house in the 
a p a r t m e n t 
building in 
Haines Junc-
tion.  All of 
these activi-
ties are aimed 
at building a 
support  net -
work/ community for women who have experi-
enced domestic or family violence or abuse. 
 

Funding for these programs is through the 
Women's Directorate for prevention of violence 
against aboriginal women.  We are receiving 
$30,000 to use over the next two years. 
 

Many thanks to all who contributed, including the 
Women's Directorate, Coordinator Brenda Asp, 
Facilitator Bea Shawanda, Elders Marge Jackson, 
Frances Joe, Kathy Birckel and Bessie Gordon, 
fishing guide Chuck Hume, cooks Collette Catto 
and Joan Graham, helpers Candace Boyle and 
Tsinchia Alfred, and to Fas Gas in Haines Junc-
tion. 
 

For more information: 
Mary Jane Smith, CAFN Counsellor 
Phone: (867) 634-4225 
E-mail: mjsmith@cafn.ca 

P
h

o
to

 b
y

 R
o

se
 K

u
sh

n
ir

u
k 

CAFN women take part in an indoor  activity  
at Samay Thia Community Hall in Klukshu 

Salmon fishing  
at Shawshe/ 
Dalton Post 
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Moms and kids at Klukshu 
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Dannch’e?   The leaves are slowly falling as we 
head into October, which is Män Shäw Tän N-

zhā (Big Lakes Freezing Over Month), and No-
vember ,which is Nena Dädàkyù N-zhā (Animals 
Moving Around Month).  Language Programs 
staff have been preparing for our fall programming 
and everything is coming along great.  The follow-
ing is the Language Program schedule this fall: 
 
Language Nest-Shawkwunlee Daycare 

Start up: September 28th  
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
Drop in with your child to learn with our group! 
Please call for more information and times. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Southern Tutchone Language Classes: 
 

Haines Junction-Dä Kų Classroom 
Starting October 6 & 8th at 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 
Then every Tuesday and Thursday thereafter. 
 

Whitehorse-CAFN Boardroom 
Starting date TBA, 4:30 pm -6:00 pm 
every Tuesday and Thursday. 
 

Takhini – TBA (to be announced) 
We are in the planning process and hope to 
start up in early October.  We will send flyers. 

 

LANGUAGE UPDATE 

Zhur Ghàshanitsi (we went berry picking!) at Ku-
sawa and had a great turnout with lots of berries. 
And great jam was made in the end! Hope you en-
joy our pictures.  We were happy to have the 
Southern Tutchone classes from St. Elias Commu-
nity School join us on this nice berry picking day! 
 

In September, myself, Heather Jim, and Liza Ja-
cobs attended our second YFNLC Teacher Train-
ing with Lena Smith-Tutin.  
 

If you wish to be a speaker\elder for our Language 
Nest or any of our language programs please feel 
free to drop by or call me anytime! 
 

Nänuch’i shi, däk’ännta jè 
(I will see you again, take care) 
 
Millie Joe 
Language Coordinator 
(867) 634-4013 - collect calls welcome 
E-mail: mjoe@cafn.ca 

P
h

o
to

 b
y

 M
il

li
e

 J
o

e 

Lena Smith-Tutin and Liza Jacobs in Language Teacher Training  

Fresh cranberries! 
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The jam-makers display their finished product 
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Jocelyn Kinney 
Family Health Promotion Worker 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Hello.  My name is Jocelyn Kinney.  I am a mem-
ber of the Champagne and Aishihik First Nations.  I 
am thrilled to have been selected as the new Family 
Health Promotion Worker as it has always been an 
aspiration of mine to work with and help new moth-
ers and their little ones.  Many of you might recog-
nize me from working behind the front desk at the 
Haines Junction Office for the last 4 years. I feel 
very excited to move into this new position while 
still being a part of the CAFN Government.  I look 
forward  to the challenges and rewards this position 
has to offer.  I can be reached at (867) 634-4017 
or by email at jkinney@cafn.ca. 
 
Jocelyn Kinney 
CAFN Family Health Promotion Worker 
Phone: (867) 634-4027 
E-mail: jkinney@cafn.ca 

 

NEW FACES 

Rita Burns 
Accounts Payable Clerk 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please welcome our new Accounts Payable Clerk 
Rita Burns.  You can find her in our Haines Junc-
tion office. 
 
Rita Burns 
CAFN Accounts Payable 
Phone: (867) 634-4205 
E-mail: rburns@cafn.ca 

Florence Kushniruk 
Northern Housing Trust  

Administrative Assistant 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My name is Florence Kushniruk.  I was hired by the 
Northern Housing Trust project as the Administra-
tive Assistant to Tom Millspaugh.  I have been in 
this position since the end of July and would like to 
thank all staff for their warm welcome. I would also 
like to thank the housing staff for assisting me in 
getting the NHT dept office set up and running 
smoothly. 
 
Florence Kushniruk, Administrative Assistant 
Northern Housing Trust 
Phone: (867) 634-420 
E-mail: fkushniruk@cafn.ca 

 
COMING SOON:  Welcome to new Director 
of Education Shandell McCarthy.  We look 
forward to introducing Shandell in an upcom-

ing issue of  Dàkwänia. 
 

FAREWELL!  Farewell and Gwänäschis to 
Justice Manager Barb Joe.   You will be 
missed! 
 

HAPPY RETIREMENT!  A retirement din-
ner for Vera Williams is planned for Tuesday, 
October 20 at 5 p.m. at the St. Elias Conven-
tion Centre.  Everyone is welcome. 
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Our Newest Justice Committee Member.Our Newest Justice Committee Member.Our Newest Justice Committee Member.Our Newest Justice Committee Member.    

As of June this year, the HJCJC has a new 

Champagne & Aishihik First Nations repre-

sentative.  Mrs. Carol Buzzell was appointed 

by Chief and Council for a two year term.  

Carol is a CAFN member with an interest in 

justice and youth 

in the community.  

We welcome 

Carol, and look 

forward to work-

Haines Junction  

Community  

Justice Program 

Girls Circle Group Girls Circle Group Girls Circle Group Girls Circle Group     

Various local Government 

resource people have come 

together to coordinate a 

“Girls Circle Association” 12 week (1 ses-

sion per week) preventative program aimed 

at grade 8 & 9 girls.  The program, called 

“Mind, Body, Spirit” encourages adolescent 

girls to hold onto their voices and stay true 

to themselves, enhances judgment and 

critical thinking skills for wise and healthy 

choices, counters 

trends towards self-

doubt and encourages 

self-esteem.  

Website:   

www.girlscircles.com  

BC COURT OVERTURNS 1985 BC COURT OVERTURNS 1985 BC COURT OVERTURNS 1985 BC COURT OVERTURNS 1985     

INDIAN ACT AMENDMENTS INDIAN ACT AMENDMENTS INDIAN ACT AMENDMENTS INDIAN ACT AMENDMENTS     

REGARDING INDIAN STATUS REGARDING INDIAN STATUS REGARDING INDIAN STATUS REGARDING INDIAN STATUS     

In April 2009, the BC court of Appeals allowed 

the appeal in McIvor v. Canada, ruling that the 

1985 amendments to the Indian Act violated 

the equality of rights guaranteed by the Cana-

dian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 

The complaint was that an Indian Man born of 

an Indian mother and Non-Indian father would 

not be able to transmit Indian status to his 

children, while an Indian Man born of a Non-

Indian mother and an Indian mother would be 

entitled to transmit Indian status.  That, it was 

argued, was unlawful discrimination.  The 

Court agreed.   

The Court determined that Parliament must 

decide how to remedy this inequality.  The 

Federal Government has agreed to change the 

rules on Indian status.  Ottawa has until April 

2010 to make amendments to the Indian Act. 

It is predicted that this will result in an addi-

tional 100,000 to 200,000 people eventually 

qualifying for Indian Status.  As a result, First 

Nations will now face the challenge of new 

membership, which will add to the financial re-

quirements  and put increased demand upon 

First Nations infrastructure.  The Federal Gov-

ernment has yet to address the issue of pro-

viding additional funding to address the costs 

that will be imposed upon First Nations 

through legislative reform. 
 

Donovan & Company www.aborignal-law.com   

Strange but 

true… 
Arrested in St. Paul 

Minnesota in December 
2008, a 25 year old 
driver tried to get away 

with his crime by giving 
a false name to the ar-

resting police officers… 
forgetting that his real 

Strange but true… 
An Italian criminal hypnotized supermarket checkout 
staff into handing over money from the cash registers.  

The last thing they remembered before finding the 
tills empty was the thief leaning over and saying 
“Look into my eyes.” 

Strange but true… 
A law that is still on the books 
in Milan, Italy, requires citi-

zens to smile at all times in 
public or risk a hefty fine.  Ex-
emptions from the rule include 

visiting patients in hospital 
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Prenatal/Nutrition & Family Wellness 

Highlight of the Month 
 

October is  

“Family Health Month” 
In addition to encouraging 
people to take a closer look at 

their families’ eating  habits, 

physical fitness, stress and 
mental health, the focus is also 

on alerting  families to be 

aware of the hazards of to-
bacco and alcohol use, as well 

as possible hazards in the 

home. Your health and your 
family’s health should be a top 

priority.  Make sure Immuni-
zations are up to date.  Be sure 

to do healthy activities with 

your family !  Some ideas are: 

* Go for a family walk, 

* Play board games, 

* Cook dinner together, 

* Take your family out on 

the land.  
   

November  is  

“National Diabetes  Aware-
ness Month”  

We encourage you to learn 
more about diabetes and the 

risks associated with the dis-

ease.  Diabetes is  preventable 
and can be controlled by diet, 

nutrit ion and living  a healthy 

lifestyle.    

Services We Offer 
 

*  Family Health & Wellness 
Programming 

*  Nutritional Information Ses-
sions 

*  Prenatal Support & Supple-
ments 

*  Postnatal Support & Supple-
ments 

*  Parental Support & referral 
Services 

*  Weekly Healthy Cooking 
Classes 

Halloween is coming up.  Make 
sure your kids are safe.  To ensure 

their  safety follow these precau-
tions: 

* Talk to your children before 

trick-or-treat t ime and set down 

rules so your children know what 
is expected of them. 

* Throw out anything unwrapped. 

* Check to make sure there are no 
choking hazards for young chil-

dren. These could include small 

toys or hard candies. 

* Choose an adult or older teen-
ager to go trick or treating with 

your children if you are not 

available. For older children, it  is 
safest to go out with a large 

group of friends. 

* Follow road safety rules! Watch 
for cars on the road before you 

cross. If you are driving, watch 

for small children that can dart 
unpredictably across the road. 

Better yet, leave your car at 

home and get a litt le exercise! 

* Don’t forget to brush your chil-

dren's teeth every day! 
 

 

 

  

Recipe of the Month 
 

Healthy Pumpkin Cranberry Bread 
* 1 1/2 C. whole-wheat pastry flour 
* 1 tsp. ground cinnamon 
* 1 tsp. baking soda 
* 1/2 tsp. baking powder 
* 1/2 tsp. ground cloves 
* 1/2 tsp. ground nutmeg 
* 1/2 C. dried cranberries 
* 1 C. unsweetened canned pumpkin 
* 1 C. unsweetened applesauce 
* 3/4 C. Splenda 
* 2 large eggs 
* 1 Tbs. melted butter 
* 1 tsp. pure vanilla extract 
 

Directions 
Pre-heat oven to 350 degrees. Lightly 
coat an 8x4-inch loaf pan with cooking 
spray. In a large bowl, mix the flour, cin-
namon, baking soda, baking powder, 
cloves and nutmeg. Toss in the cranber-
ries. In a separate bowl, combine the 
pumpkin, Splenda, eggs, applesauce, but-
ter and vanilla. Stir into the flour mixture 
and using a wooden spoon, mix enough 
to moisten. Pour the batter into the pre-
pared pan and bake for 1 hour or until a 
toothpick inserted in the center comes out 
clean. Cool in the pan slightly, remove 
and continue cooling on a wire cake rack. 

Remember: 
The best Halloween treats 

aren't sweet!! 

Please Note:   
All cooking classes will  
resume on schedule starting 
in October.  Please let 
Jocelyn know as soon as 
possible if you are not going 
to be attending the classes 
so materials and supplies are 
not wasted.  And if you 
need a ride to and from con-
tact Jocelyn the day before.  
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SPECIAL GREETINGS 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 
 

Happy Birthday to Jackson Sheardown on October 
13.  Love from you family and friends 
 
Birthday Greetings to Alexia McKinnon on Octo-
ber 15.  Love, Lauren, Douglas, Craig and Amy 
 
Happy Birthday to Breanna Smith on October 27. 
Love, Mom, Dad and Ethan 
 
Happy 7th Birthday to Douglas McKinnon on Oc-
tober 27.  With love from, Mom, Dad and Lauren 
 
Happy 5th Birthday to Cameron Sidney on Octo-
ber 29. 
 

Happy Birthday to my 
son Jeremiah Jim & my 
mom Vivian Smith both 
on November 1. 
And a belated birthday 
wish to my son Cameron 
Jim (August 22). 
From Elizabeth Smith 
 
(Photo: Jeremiah and 
Cameron at Victoria 
Harbour summer 2009) 
 

Happy 5th Birthday to Ms. Jennika Jones on No-
vember 13th.   
 
Happy 8th Birthday to Mr. Trevor Jones on No-
vember 26th.  
From Mom, Dad, Auntie & Sister 
 
Happy Birthday to Alfred LaVallee on November 
18th.  From Jennika and Trevor 
 

 

 

Please send your special greetings to family and friends to the editor at amymckinnon@northwestel.net. 

At the direction of Chief and Council, the DàkwäniaDàkwäniaDàkwäniaDàkwänia    CAFN newsletter will no longer publish a complete 

list of citizens' birthdays with the intent of protecting citizens' privacy.     

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 

Happy 32nd Anniversary to Fred and Val  
Chambers on October 8. 

 

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 
Jason & Odessa Epp are proud to announce the 

arrival of their son  
 

  Kael Edward Epp 

 
  Born February 14, 2009  
  In the Cayman Islands 

 

On November 12, Happy Birthday to Cousin 
Amy MacDonald. 
From you crazy cousins Trevor and Jennika 
 

Happy Birthday to Amy MacDonald on Novem-

ber 12th!  

Love from Dad, Mom, Tyler, and Mariah 

 
And a Happy Birthday to 
Lilly Smith on Nov 3rd 
Margaret Chiblow on Nov 5th 
Tristan Gladue on Nov 9th 
Ashton Clooten on Nov 13th  
Talisha Germain on Nov 24th 

Love Trish, Richard, Bree  & Ethan 

See more new members pictured on page 15. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Grandma Marge Jackson's new CD titled 
"Stories and Songs from My Country"  

is now available for sale  
from Grandma Marge in Haines Junction.  

To get your copy,  
contact Marge at 634-2724 . 

Corinne West & David Cox 
Westcoast acoustic-soul music with a jazz-rock-

folk twist, We dne sday, O ct o be r 7th , 

7:30 pm, S t. El i as  Conve nti on  Ce ntre , 

www.corinnewest.com,   
in cooperation with the Yukon Arts Centre 

 

Mark Atkinson Trio 

S aturday, O c to be r 17 th , 7:3 0pm, S t. 

Chri s tophe r’s  Chur ch, www.jazzyukon.ca,  

in cooperation with Jazz Yukon. 
 

Tickets for these events are sold at the door:  $15 
for adults, $8 for students, free for seniors and 

children under 12 when accompanied by an adult 
 
 

 “jamberries” returns! 
Preschool Literacy Music & Craft Program at the 
Haines Junction Public Library continues this fall 
and winter.  Watch for posters for more details.  

 

Community Anniversary Celebration 

Mark Saturday, November 21st  on your calendar.  
Community potluck and barn dance with live 

fiddle music.  Presented by Junction Arts & Music 
& the Village of Haines Junction.   

Contact JAM at hjarts@northwestel.net  
or 634-2366 for more information 

Shawkwunlee DaycareShawkwunlee DaycareShawkwunlee DaycareShawkwunlee Daycare    

The Shawkwunlee Daycare in Haines 
Junction has openings for drop-ins for 
child care weekday mornings and after-
noons.  Please call (867) 634-2163 for 
more information or to make arrange-

ments for your child. 

FISHERIES PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

Effective Thursday, 24 September, 2009 
 

Due to the low numbers of sockeye salmon re-
turning to the Klukshu River, fishing for sock-
eye salmon in the Klukshu River and at the 
mouth of the Klukshu River is closed until  
further notice. 
 

It is very important that we let enough sockeye 
salmon pass through to their spawning grounds 
and with these low numbers - every sockeye 
salmon is important.  Please respect this clo-
sure. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, contact 
Linaya Workman, Renewable Resources Man-
ager, at (867) 634-4211 or lworkman@cafn.ca. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 
 
 
 

 
BOARD & COMMITTEE 
APPLICANTS NEEDED 

 

CAFN is seeking applicants for: 
• The Yukon Salmon Sub-Committee: 1 
appointee is needed.  This Committee makes 
recommendations on the management of 
Yukon River salmon, including the Alsek 
Drainage. 
•  The Champagne Aishihik Trust Board:  

1 appointee is needed. The Trust oversees 
CAFN's compensation and investment funds.  
•  The CAFN Housing Committee :  3 ap-
pointees are needed (1 youth, 1 regular mem-
ber and 1 alternate).  The Housing Commit-
tee Reviews all housing applications and 
makes policy recommendations.  
•  The Northern Native Broadcasting 

Yukon Board of Directors: 1 CAFN nomi-
nee is needed.  Candidates should have a 
knowledge of broadcasting, languages, cul-
ture, and political and economic values of 
Yukon First Nations people.     
•  The Champagne Aishihik Community 

Corporation (CACC): 1 appointee is 
needed.  The CACC makes recommendations 
on community-based economic development. 
 

Get your Boards and Committees application 
online at www.cafn.ca, or pick up an appli-
cation form at either CAFN office.  Please 
attach a resume to your application.   
 
For more information on Boards and Com-
mittees, please contact Doreen Williams at 
(867) 634-4232 or drwilliams@cafn.ca. 
Fax (867) 634-2760. 

COMMUNITY HEALTH & WELL BEING GRANT  
 

The Community Health and Well Being (CHWB) 
grant application, policy and process will be re-
viewed in February 2010.  We would like to have 
comments and or suggestions from citizens regard-
ing the application, policy and process.  If you 
have comments or suggestions, please send them 
to Doreen Williams (phone (867) 634-4232 or e-
mail to drwilliams@cafn.ca) or Lena Smith-Tutin 
( phone (867) 634-4209 or e-mail to 
ltutin@cafn.ca) .  The current application, policy 
and procedures are available at both CAFN offices 
or online at www.cafn.ca/chwb.html. 

NOTICE REGARDING THE CAFN  

 ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS TRIBUNAL  
 

Citizens wishing to file a complaint to the Adminis-

trative Appeals Tribunal (AAT) may submit them to 

Doreen Williams, Secretariat Executive Assistant, at 

(867) 634-4232 , fax (867) 634-2760 

or drwilliams@cafn.ca.   

Doreen will forward all complaints received to the 

AAT for review and screening.  She will not be review-

ing or screening complaints and cannot provide ad-

vice on what does/does not constitute a complaint.  

All complaints will remain confidential. 
 

Complaints must include the following information: 

(a)  the name, address and telephone number of the  

complainant; 

(b)  the name of the public officer who made the deci-

sion, recommendation, took action or did not take 

action, as the case may be, that gave rise to the 

complaint; 

(c)   a description of the circumstances surrounding the 

complaint; 

(d)  the date and location in which the compla int a rose; 

(e)   the names of any witnesses to the  situation giving 

rise to the  complaint, if  applicable; 

(f)   a description of why the complaina nt be lieves they 

were aggrieved by the  decis ion, recommenda tion, 

action or inaction of the public officer; and 

(g)  a description of what steps the  complainant made to 

resolve the  complaint. 
 

You may also contact Doreen for complaint forms 

and other information on the AAT. 
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Dakwäkäda Dancers to Perform  
at the 2010 Olympics in Vancouver 
 

Congratulations to the Dakwäkäda Dancers on be-

ing selected to perform at the 2010 Olympics.  Five 

Dakwäkäda Dancers will be participating as part of 

the 2010 Yukon Cultural Contingency in January.  

The youth who were selected to represent the 

Dancers are: 
 

Nigel Boyle 

Andrew Pauls 

Melanie Eckervogt-Brewster 

Natane Primozic 
 

Two alternates were also selected: 
 

Kyra Chambers 

Laurie Strand-Boyle 
 

This was a very difficult selection process, as ALL 

the dancers are deserving of this honour.  The 

Dancers were limited to a group of five, including 

four youth and one chaperone.  The chaperone has 

not been confirmed yet. 
 

Other performers representing Yukon are: Diyet 

Van Lieshout, Daniel Tlen, Ta’an Dancers, Boyd 

Benjamin, Jerry Alfred, Rising Sun, Gramma Susie 

& Grandpa Charlie (Sharon Shorty & Duane 

Aucoin), Ross River Drummers and First Peoples 

Performers. 

Thank You from the Jim Family 
Kah’knoche - Paddy Jim and Kle’he stine - Stella 
Jim would like to thank once again, all who con-
tributed to the success of their late son Shad’a 

khay - Gary Jim’s headstone potlatch.  Thank you 
for your contributions of gifts, donations to the col-
lection, the sewing of the vests and regalia, the jar-
ring of fruit, berries and salmon gathering, for all 
the work around the planning, for the donation of 
the foods of moose meat, caribou, salmon, herring 
eggs for the dinner; for those wonderful cookies 
with the goodie bags.  Everything was so well put 
together and highlighted with the songs, stories, 
dances and teachings.  Special thanks to Vivian 
Kokotovich for the dancing Hawaiian dolls for 
Paddy and Marge.  Dan Shaw ne’than. 

A special welcome for babies Tia and Lazarus in July 

2009. They are the fifth generation and the newest addi-
tion to our "Tutchone" family. Pictured here are Alex and 

Tia, Sue and Lazarus, Kathleen, Wilmonica, Rob, Trina and 
Eliza. Bobbie Rae was visiting.  
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Pursuit of Excellence 
Congratulations to all who completed the September 

2009 Pursuit of Excellence seminar (pictured below) 

hosted by CAFN in Haines Junction.  See page 16 for 
details on the next Pursuit of Excellence seminar. 
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Get your copy of 

Dàkwänia Dàkwänia Dàkwänia Dàkwänia   
in full color online at 

www.cafn.ca! 

E-mail almckinnon@cafn.ca 
to be added to our  

e-mail distribution list. 
 

Please recycle this newsletter. 

Thursdays - Elders Tea and Fitness Lunch, 
Haines Junction, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Dä Kų.  
Please contact Darlene for more details at 634-4212 
or dblair@cafn.ca. 
 
First Friday of every month -  Elders Lunch, 
Whitehorse,  11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the CAFN 
Whitehorse office boardroom.  Please contact Dar-
lene for more details at 634-4212 or dblair@cafn.ca. 
 
Tuesdays and Thursdays - Southern Tutchone 

Evening Language Classes -  Haines Junction - Dä 
Kų Classroom, starting October 6 & 8th at 6:30 pm – 
8:00 pm, then every Tuesday and Thursday thereaf-
ter.  Whitehorse - CAFN Boardroom, starting date 
TBA, 4:30 pm - 6:00 pm, then every Tuesday and 
Thursday thereafter. For more information contact 
Millie Joe at 634-4013 or mjoe@cafn.ca.  
 
Weekly Exercise Classes, Haines Junction at St. 
Elias Community School. Free!  Monday 5:30 – 6:30 
p.m. Circuit Training, 6:30 – 7:30  p.m. Yoga - in the 
School Gym, Wednesday 5:00-6:00 p.m. Pilates, 
6:00 – 7:00 p.m.  Yin Yoga - in the Library, Thurs-
day 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. Circuit Training, 6:30 – 7:30 
p.m. Yoga - in the School Gym.   
 
October 8 - Flu Clinic for Elders, 1:30 p.m. at Dä 
Kų (old admin bldg), 1:30 p.m.  For more informa-
tion, please contact Jacquie Chambers at 634-4012 or 
jchambers@cafn.ca. 
 
October 8 - Takhini Chief and Council Commu-
nity Visit, 7 p.m. at the Community Hall.  Please 
contact Angie at (867) 634-4234 or acharle-
bois@cafn.ca for more details. 

CALENDAR 

The  Dàkwänia Newsletter is produced by the 

Champagne and Aishihik First Nations.  The 

material herein is published for the purpose of 

providing information to the citizens and com-

munities of Champagne and Aishihik First Na-

tions.  Community members are encouraged 

to submit stories, news of their community, 

artwork, announcements, greetings, etc.   
 

CAFN Communications  

PO Box 5310  

Haines Junction, YT    Y0B 1L0  

Phone: (867) 634-4237 

E-mail: almckinnon@cafn.ca 
 

All material within is the property of Cham-

pagne & Aishihik First Nations.  No material 

can be reproduced without the expressed 

written consent of the above party. 

Printed on  
recycled paper. 

October 12 - Thanksgiving Day, statutory holiday, 
CAFN offices closed. 
 
October 14 - Whitehorse Chief and Council Com-
munity Visit, 7 p.m. at the CAFN office.  Please 
contact Angie at (867) 634-4234 or acharle-
bois@cafn.ca for more details. 
 
October 15-16 - Regular Chief and Council Meet-
ing, Council Chambers, Haines Junction. 
 

October 20 - Retirement Dinner for Vera Wil-
liams, 5 p.m. at the Convention Centre.  Everyone is 
welcome! 
 
October 24-25 - FAC (Firearms Acquisition) 

Course, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Dä Kų (old admin bldg), 
cost $75.00.  For more information or to register, 
contact Firearms Instructor Harry Smith at 634-4211 
(work) or 634-2808 (home).  
 
November 12-13- Regular Chief and Council 
Meeting, Council Chambers, Haines Junction. 
 
November 26-29, Pursuit of Excellence Seminar, 

location TBA (Whitehorse or Haines Junction). 
Please contact Shadelle for more info at (867) 456-
6879 or schambers@cafn.ca, or check out 
www.excellence seminars.com. 


