
CAFN ELECTS NEW CHIEF AND COUNCIL 

CAFN citizens elected a new chief and four new council-

ors during the October 2, 2006 elections.  Diane Strand is 

our new chief and the first woman to be elected to the 

position in CAFN and in the Yukon.  Over the next four 

years she will work closely with re-elected councilors 

Kathy Van Bibber and elder Moose Jackson, and new 

councilors Steve Smith, Lorraine Stick, Mary Jane Jim, 

and Joshua Darbyshire (youth councilor).   

About 400 citizens turned out to vote at polling stations 

in Haines Junction, Takhini, and Whitehorse and by 

proxy from outside the Yukon.  After the polls closed at 

8:00 p.m., about 30 observers and candidates gathered in 

Haines Junction at the CAFN administration building 

till the final results were posted at 11:45 p.m. 

Chief Strand was sworn in on October 10, 2006 in the presence of CAFN staff.  Community 

members are invited to attend a formal swearing-in ceremony for the new council and a fare-

well banquet for the outgoing council later this month.  Please watch for more details. 
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Champagne & Aishihik First Nations 
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Chief Strand moments after her election  

Anxious onlookers hold their breath as the final 

results are posted 



     Page 2          CAFN  NEWSLETTER  OCTOBER  2006 

 

 

 

Message from the Chief 

 

Dear Fellow Citizens: 

 

What an honor it is for me to come into office 

as your Chief.  I am truly grateful for this 

tremendous opportunity you have given me.  

I look forward to the next four years of work-

ing hard and doing the best I can for all our 

people.   
 

I would like to express my appreciation to all 

the candidates who ran in this past election.  

Putting your name forward is truly coura-

geous.     
 

A big congratulations to Steve Smith, Mary 

Jane Jim-Cant, Lorraine Stick, Kathy Van 

Bibber, Elder Moose Jackson and Youth 

Josh Darbyshire.  I look forward to working 

with you all during the next four years.  We 

are moving into a fast paced technological 

world that will demand a lot of attention 

and foresight - I think we have a team that 

will be up for the challenge!   
 

I would also like to say a huge thank you to 

the outgoing council.  The hard work and 

dedication each of you have put into our 

First Nations is appreciated.  Hats off to 

Clint McQuaig, Shadelle Chambers, and 

Doris Anderson for your four years of dedi-

cation.   
 

A special thanks must be given to both 

James Allen and Gerald Brown, both of 

whom have worked tirelessly for us for the 

last twelve years!  James has been our  chief, 

deputy chief, executive director, councilor 

and Executive councilor while "Bones" has 

not only been our councilor and deputy chief, 

but also helped many in the sport, recreation 

and social fields.  Both of you will be truly 

missed.   
 

Once again, I thank you for this honor. 
 

Sincerely, 

Diane Strand 

 

p.s.  I would like to give a big congrats to Art 

Joe for being accepted into the prestigious 

Emily Carr School of Art. 

 

The 2006 Elections Crew 

 

Thank you to the CAFN Elections Com-

mittee, elections officer, and poll staff 

who assisted with the 2006 election. 

 

Election Committee members, left to 

right: alternate Tommy Millspaugh, 

Donna Smith, Dave Brekke,  

and Vaughn Johnstone. 

 



           CAFN NEWSLETTER  OCTOBER  2006                                    Page 3 

 

 

 

CAFN WORKING TO SOLVE  

CHAMPAGNE WATER MYSTERY  

 
Champagne and Aishihik government and 

staff are working hard to “unearth” the 

source of artificial compounds found in 

Champagne’s water. 

 

On September 19, 2006, CAFN received wa-

ter test results for seven of 12 home wells at 

Champagne showing evidence of radiation.  

Results for several homes also showed very 

low levels of “semi-volatile” compounds as-

sociated with paint thinner, anti-freeze, and 

prescription drugs. 

 

Champagne and Aishihik First Nations im-

mediately ordered a ban on all consumption 

of well water at Champagne, which is still 

in effect.  This includes: 

• No drinking of water from Champagne 

wells. 

• No use of well water for preparing food 

or beverages. 

• No brushing teeth with well water. 

Water use for showering, laundry, and 

other uses is deemed safe as long as it is not 

ingested. 

 

Further testing and analysis shows that ra-

diation levels are within a safe range for 

drinking.  Health Canada’s Radiation Pro-

tection bureau has determined that the lev-

els of radionuclides in the water are below 

drinking water guideline limits.  A radia-

tion expert with Health Canada advises 

that the likely source of the radiation is ra-

don gas, which dissolves in water.  This can 

be removed by aerating the water (stirring).  

He also says crops grown in Champagne’s 

soil are safe to eat.   

 

Further investigation of the semi-volatile 

compounds is underway and has been re-

ferred to a toxicologist.  Additional testing 

and research to determine potential 

sources of contamination will be ongoing. 

 

Champagne residents have participated in 

several community meetings to learn more 

about water test findings and related 

health concerns.  CAFN has set up an in-

terim water haul system for all residents 

of Champagne.  Each residence is now 

equipped with a basement water tank for 

all potable water use, and provision of safe 

potable drinking water through water de-

livery will continue. 

 

Finding funding to carry out all of the 

above   is also a major priority.  To date, 

CAFN has provided all funding to respond 

to the immediate concerns.  Indian and 

Northern Affairs Canada has verbally 

promised assistance, and other sources 

are being looked into. 

 

First Nations staff and government are 

committed to working on the long-term 

implications of this discovery.  To learn 

more, please contact CAFN staff: 

 

Wilf Carter,  

Director of Housing & Municipal Services 

634-4240 or wcarter@cafn.ca. 
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CHIEF AND COUNCIL UPDATE 

 

The CAFN Chief and Council met on July 

19, 2006 and passed motions on the follow-

ing: 

 

Lands 

Chief and Council approved the land lease 

of Lot 51 in phase 2 of the Haines Junction 

CAFN subdivision to Tracy Kane for resi-

dential purposes.  They also approved a 

land allocation for a portion of S-423-B at 

Ittlemit Lake to Fred Brown Sr. for tradi-

tional use. 

 

Aboriginal Appeals Tribunal (AAT) 

Chief and Council appointed Mike Win-

stanley as an alternate member of the AAT. 

 

Personnel Policy 

Chief and Council approved revisions to the 

CAFN Personnel Policy to increase student/

trainee wages from April 1, 2006 forward. 

 

Finance Policy 

The Finance Policy was revised to clarify 

honoraria and travel reimbursements for 

GA delegates and staff. 

Language 

Council agreed to support the takedown of 

two language programs at this time:  Abo-

riginal Language Services (ALS) and the 

Aboriginal Language Initiative (ALI).  The 

ALS program currently administered by the 

Yukon Government provides $70,000 to in-

dividual First Nations.  The ALI currently 

administered by CYFN provides $30,000 

per Yukon First Nation.  Other language 

programs will be considered at a later date. 

 

The CAFN Chief and Council met Septem-

ber 20-21, 2006 and made the following de-

cisions: 

 

Haines Junction Economic Develop-

ment Planning Committee 

Chief and Council appointed Ian Robinson 

to the newly formed Haines Junction Eco-

nomic Development Planning Committee as 

an interim appointment. 

 

Funding 

CAFN Chief and Council agreed to proceed 

with developing an Integrated Community 

Sustainability Plan (ICSP) to account for 

Gas Tax Fund spending ($53,165) and are 

requesting 5% planning funds to develop 

the Plan. 

 

Champagne 

All departments were directed to hand their 

expenses associated with the Champagne 

emergency in to Housing Director Wilf 

Carter as INAC has verbally committed to 

financial responsibility. 
 

If any CAFN member or beneficiary 

needs some assistance over the holi-

days please contact Dorothy Moose 

at 867-634-4221 or e-mail her at 

dmoose@cafn.ca to make a confiden-

tial referral.   
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Interim Cultural Center 

Council agrees by consensus that the “Da 

Ku” building be designated as the interim 

Cultural Center. 

 

Loan Transfer   

Chief and Council approved transfer of a  

CMHC loan totaling $173,461.23 To the 

First Nations Bank of Canada, which of-

fered the lowest interest rate of 5.0% for 

five years.   

 

Takhini 

CAFN Chief and Council rescinded a mo-

tion to relocate the Takhini playground 

pending further community consultation. 

 
 

Budget 

Chief and Council approved an increase to 

the Student Assistance Program Forgiv-

able Loan Fund as per the December 2004 

policy change.  Funds for the program will 

now total $120,000.00 per year. 

 

CAFN Chief and Council accepted the 

2006-2007 supplemental budgets with 

amendments as recommended by depart-

ment directors. 

 

 

 

UPDATE FROM THE BUSINESS 

DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 

 

The Yukon First Nation Tourism Associa-

tion is currently planning an Aboriginal 

Tourism and Culture Expo called “A Gath-

ering of Nations”. This will be an event 

that will provide an opportunity for all 

Yukon First Nation people to showcase 

their arts, culture, talents and businesses. 

 

We would like to recruit talents, business 

people and crafters from CAFN to be a 

part of this showcase. We can assist indi-

viduals by providing you with information 

on how to access funds, advertise your 

products or services, set up displays and 

booths, and share ideas on what types of 

crafts tourists to the Yukon are interested 

in. 

 

If you are interested and would like more 

information on how you can be involved in 

this gathering, please contact Natalie Oles 

at the CAFN Whitehorse office at (867) 

668-5910 or email at noles@cafn.ca 



     Page 6          CAFN  NEWSLETTER  OCTOBER  2006 

 

 

 

2006/2007 BISON WORKSHOPS 

All successful candidates who have not taken the mandatory two-hour workshop  

are required to attend.  
 

Haines Junction:  

CAFN Da Ku -Old Admin Building, November 16, 2006, 7-9 p.m.   

 

Whitehorse:  

Grey Mountain Room at Mt. McIntyre, November 20th, 2006, 7-9 p.m.  

 

Please call Larry Leigh, YTG Renewable Resources, at (867) 667-5617  

to confirm attendance 

or 

CAFN Renewable Resources at (867) 634-4211 or 4248  

if you have any questions. 

 

Thank you! 

HERITAGE CORNER: 

Traditional Place Names 

Watch for more in the future! 
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CAFN RECREATION  

PROGRAMS IN THE WORKS!! 

CAFN Youth Recreation Programs: 

Note: Specific dates to be determined… 

� Fall climbing at St. Elias School on 

Tuesday evenings! 

� Ice climbing and wall climbing at 

Takhini Hotsprings! 

� Downhill skiing and snowboarding at 

Mt. Sima on weekends and Christmas! 

� Cross country skiing!  

� Curling! Indoor soccer!  

� Canada Games Centre visits – Swim-

ming, etc…..! 

� Stick gambling…….!  

� Traditional tool-making, traditional 

trapping! 

� Dance classes once a month!  

� Youth drop in movie nights! And more! 
 

Takhini Subdivision: 

� Halloween Party Takhini Subdivision 

Firehall, Saturday, October 28th at 

4:00pm. Prizes for Costumes! 

� Sausage Making, October 26th, 6:30 – 

9:00 pm  at Firehall! Wild Meat. No need 

to bring anything. 

� Fitness Workshop with Lia Fox,  

Saturday, November 18th, 11:00 am – 

3:00pm at Firehall. 

� Takhini Youth are Welcome to jump on 

Mt. Sima ski snowboard courses and 

climbing courses at the Hotsprings. 

Watch for dates and times! 

Adult Programming in Haines Junction: 

� Tai Chi at noon, Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday, main CAFN Administration 

Building 

� Yoga on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 

4:40pm, Da Ku. 

� Dance classes, TBA 

� Traditional tool-making, TBA 

� Fitness for elders, TBA 

� Dryland training/ Nordic walking for 

adults Wednesdays 4:30pm. Meet at 

Da Ku. 

� Sausage Making, Saturday, October 21st. 

First Course begins 10:00 am and second 

course 5:30pm. Make sure you know 

what session you are registered in. No 

fee. 

Note: I am only now getting adult and elder 

programs designed. I encourage you to come 

forward with your ideas, talents and in-

struction abilities to help me accomplish 

this! I also need community contacts to help 

me establish things to do in communities. 

 

Call Kate at 634-2777 for more information 

and drop by DA KU anytime! 
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STICK GAMBLING FUN FOR EVERYONE! 

Your next stick gambling opportunity... 

 

Whitehorse, October 25 
For all ages 

Leave St. Elias School at 3:30 p.m. 

Return to Haines Jct. by 9:30 p.m. 

Stick Gambling begins at 5:30 p.m. at CYFN 

 
Our Haines Junction stick gambling team(s) are heading to Whitehorse to play CAFN and 

KFN kids there!  

 

If you live in Haines Junction, Canyon, or Champagne and want to participate, pick up 

your forms from the St. Elias School or from Sharol Smith at reception in the Haines 

Junction office. 

 

If you live in Whitehorse and want your kids to participate, please contact Sheila at the 

Whitehorse office with your name and phone number. 

 

We will meet in Whitehorse at 5:30pm at CYFN and will provide dinner and prizes.  

 

There is no cost to participate, and kids of all ages are invited to participate. We also need 

some drummers, so sign up and come out! 

 

For more info contact John Fingland at Recreation 634-4216 or email: jfingland@cafn.ca  

On September 27 CAFN brought thir-

teen kids to Burwash for an evening of 

pizza and stick gambling. Everyone 

had fun and can’t wait for the next 

meeting. As part of CAFN Recreation, 

our kids will have a chance to go three 

more times this winter to Burwash as 

well as two trips to Whitehorse to play 

against our kids there. It promises to 

be an exciting winter program, and all 

the kids say a big thanks to the Rec-

reation Department! 
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∗ October 17th Haines Junction 

Healthy Cooking, 4pm-6pm, Mun Ku 

Kitchen.  

∗ October 19 Family Prenatal Meeting 

at CAFN Office in Whse, 5pm-7pm, 

Crafts & Snacks information on Tra-

ditional family names. 

∗ Tracy in Whse Oct 24-26 

∗ October 31, 2006 Halloween, be 

prepared and be safe everyone. 

BRUSH YOUR TEETH ! 

Highlights of the month 

Prenatal/Nutrition & Family Wellness  

This year when you buy treats to hand 

out think beyond candy and sugar 

sweets.  Try sugar free gum, String 

Cheese, Juice Boxes, peanuts or al-

monds, raisins, granola bars.   Or even 

non-food items like, Crayons, stickers, 

pencils, colored caulk, whistles, book-

marks etc  these items are probably 

cheaper  if not the same price as candy.  

I know if you look around at the dollar 

store you should be able to find a non-

food treat and make your stand against  

tooth decay and healthy choices. 

Healthy choices for life start when your 

children are young...  

∗ Family Health & Wellness Programming 

& Information Sessions 

∗ Nutritional Information Sessions 

∗ Prenatal Support & Supplements 

∗ Postnatal Support and Supplements  

∗ Parental Support & Referral Services 

∗ Weekly Healthy Cooking Classes 

Recipe of the Month 

T h a n k s g i v i n g  A p p l e  C r a n b e r r y  P i e  

• 1 cup dried cranberries 

• 2/3 cup Splenda 

• 3 tablespoons all-purpose or whole wheat flour 

• 1/2 teaspoon ground allspice 

• Pinch of cinnamon 

• 2 1/4 pounds thinly sliced apples  

• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

• 1 recipe pastry for a 9 inch double crust pie 

 

1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees F (190 degrees 

C.) Position oven rack in the bottom third of the 

oven. 

2. In a medium bowl, toss together the dried 

cranberries, sugar, flour and allspice. Mix in 

the apples, brandy and vanilla. Place bottom 

crust into a 9 inch round pie pan so that it 

hangs 1 inch over the edges. Pour filling into 

the crust and cover with top crust. Seal and 

flute the edges. Cut slits in the top using a 

small knife. 

3.Bake in the preheated oven for 60 to 65 min-

utes, or until apples are tender and crust is 

golden. 

Services We Offer  
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TAKHINI GETS A FACE LIFT! 

The Takhini employment opportunities crew 

has been giving Takhini River Subdivision a 

face lift this summer! 
 

The crew of five residents from the commu-

nity has been busy over the past month 

clearing brush and deadfall from the lots and 

along the sides of the roads, painting steps, 

assisting Elders with various tasks and 

hauling junk and vehicle parts  to the dump. 
 

This crew is enjoying the compliments they 

are receiving from their neighbors and see-

ing the positive results of their hard work. 

The community is a cleaner and safer place 

for everyone. They are also helping the reno-

vation crew get vacant homes ready for occu-

pancy, as well as replacing lot number signs. 
  
 

HAINES JUNCTION CREW STILL 

HARD AT WORK 

The Haines Junction employment opportuni-

ties crew tackled many tough projects during 

the past summer, and have a number of 

great projects still underway. 

The crew of four has painted elders homes, 

cleared brush around the community, fin-

ished the inside of the Aishihik community 

hall, and participated in harvest camp at Ai-

shihik. 

The crew is presently working on a skating 

rink at Champagne.  More work is planned 

for this dedicated crew doing brush removal 

on the Aishihik Road and relocating the 

Takhini playground. 

 

Thanks to both the Takhini and Haines 

Junction employment opportunities 

crews for a job well done! 

AND MORE COMMUNITY  

IMPROVEMENTS… 
 

The Housing and Municipal Services  De-

partment is pleased to announce funding 

approval for two projects that will resolve 

issues addressed at the CAFN General As-

sembly. 

The first is construction of the long awaited 

skating rink at Champagne. Thanks to an 

Agreement reached with the Community 

Development Fund, the Minister for Eco-

nomic Development, Jim Kenyon, informed 

us that the submitted proposal has been ap-

proved. 

We will utilize local hire, and expect the 

new skating rink to be completed for the up-

coming winter season. 

The second project is on the Aishihik Road, 

concerning overgrown vegetation. A pro-

posal for clearing and slashing along the 

roadside to improve visibility and user 

safety has been approved. The Agreement 

with the Yukon Government Rural Roads 

Upgrading Program, will allow the clearing 

project to begin this fall. Although the ap-

proved funding amount is only one-half of 

the amount requested in the proposal, we 

are confident that the areas of highest risk 

will be cleared. 

During my inspection of the Aishihik Road 

with the Yukon Government Representa-

tives, we identified many other mainte-

nance and safety concerns along the road, 

and we will put forward additional funding 

proposals for continued road improvements. 

Terry Rufiange – Holway 

A/ Project Manager 
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Catch the Spirit of the Flowering VillageCatch the Spirit of the Flowering VillageCatch the Spirit of the Flowering VillageCatch the Spirit of the Flowering Village    
Written by: GH Coordinator Rachel ParksWritten by: GH Coordinator Rachel ParksWritten by: GH Coordinator Rachel ParksWritten by: GH Coordinator Rachel Parks    

    

It is so nice to walk through Haines Junction and admire the many flowers started at the local High 

Cache Nursery, from the pansy hamlet in front of the convention center to the blooming petunias as I 

go to the post office all the way to the amazing marigolds and clarkias in front of the welcome sign.  

The foliage was magnificent, the plants were hardy, and the obvious care given to each species was 

evident.  Our trainees at High Cache Nursery should be very proud of their accomplishments 

achieved this year. 

 

Due to our cold spring we were unable to get the greenhouse warm enough to start our seedlings on 

time, and were forced to start seeding later than expected.  We thought we would have to delay our 

entire growing and selling season by a month, but miraculously our plants grew and grew and grew, 

and we were able to open right on schedule. 

 

We created a new selling area beside the greenhouse, where we housed more than 200 hanging bas-

kets.  We also began to construct raised beds to plant out our vegetable crops and herbs.  Inside the 

greenhouse new shelves, tables and a rubber floor were positively welcomed by our many returning 

customers. 

 

We seeded more than 25,000 seeds this year and had minimal failures.  On top of constantly seeding 

and transplanting, the greenhouse crew found time to run several community outreach projects.  

They included the Thursday curbside compost pickup, outdoor gardens, woodworking, and village 

planting/landscaping.  It was a pleasure to provide services to the greater community and we look 

forward to offering each of them again next year. 

 

At the Greenhouse, it was a delight to give plant advice day in and day out.  We found it both re-

warding to help and gratifying to see the smiles generated by our many flowers. 

 

Thinking ahead – next year we will be selling our plants out of the greenhouse except on Saturdays.  

On Saturdays, we will be hosting a local farmer’s market from 9-2 in front of the college.  Anyone in-

terested in selling at the market next year can contact any member of the 2006 greenhouse crew or 

write an email to junctiongreenhouseproject@gmail.com.    We would also like to encourage anyone 

planning on having a garage sale next year to bring your items to the farmer’s market and sell it 

there.  The more venues we have the more customers we will all attract. 

 

High Cache Nursery is a community project managed by the Haines Junction Employ-

ment Development Society (HJEDS), which is a registered non-profit organization.  Cur-

rent board members are Co-chairs Vera Owlchild and Eric Stinson, Secretary Catherine 

Walton, Treasurer Darlene Sillery and Directors Mary Jane Smith and Steve Osborne.  

Roberta Austin and Valerie Binder are also on the board.   

 

 

 

Continued on page 12 
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Continued from page 11 

We would all like to take this opportunity to thank We would all like to take this opportunity to thank We would all like to take this opportunity to thank We would all like to take this opportunity to thank     
everyone who contributed in this year’s success.everyone who contributed in this year’s success.everyone who contributed in this year’s success.everyone who contributed in this year’s success. 

ADS - A big thank you goes out to Corry Rusnack for coming out and providing the inspirational 

seminars. 

Champagne & Aishihik First Nations- High Cache Nursery would like to thank Champagne Aishihik 

for the generous contributions toward your members’ wage subsidy.  We look forward to working 

with you for years to come.  We would also like to thank Vera Owlchild, Mary Jane Smith, and 

Roberta Auston for putting in your efforts to help with the project.    

Community of Haines Junction and surrounding area – thank you for coming in and buying our prod-

ucts and giving us so many encouraging words throughout the season. 

Haines Junction Community Justice – Thank you Valerie Binder for helping this year run smoothly, 

and continuing to be a support for everyone involved. 

Haines Junction Employment Services – Another big thank you goes out to Catherine Walton for giv-

ing the crew so much of your time and energy. 

Haines Junction Health Centre – thank you for providing information and your services. 

Learning Disability Association of the Yukon (LDAY) – Thank you goes out to Joel Macdt for coming 

out to the Junction and providing information to the crew. 

Village of Haines Junction – This project would not be possible without your help, time and support.  

We would like to share the majority of the project’s success with the village staff.  Thank you to Dar-

lene Sillery for the financial management of the entire project.  And a thank you to the Mayor, Collin 

and council. 

Village of Haines Junction - Municipal Workshop – Thank you so much for giving up your space, 

tools, and expertise.  Our project would not be possible without your  assistance. This thank you goes 

to everyone in the shop: Martin E., Rick, Paul, Martin J., Ken, Roy, Becky, Josh, Sascha, Kyle, and 

Curtis.   

Yukon Agricultural Association – Thank you for your financial support it helped kick start this entire 

project. 

Yukon College – Haines Junction Campus – We really appreciated the classroom space provided by 

the college.  Thank you for sharing your busy summer with us Steve Osborne. 

Yukon Health & Social Services – Thank you goes out to Eric Stinson for giving this project so much 

time, energy, and thought.   

Yukon Learn – Thanks to Noah Star for coming out to the Junction and giving us the informative 

seminars. 

Yukon Territorial Government – Thank you for believing in the project, and ensuring that the project 

will continue for at least two more years.   

Yukon Workmen’s Compensation Board – Thank you for helping us stay safe and aware. 
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Residential School Survivors 

A group of 24 CAFN residential school 

survivors attended the Healing the 

Spirit worldwide conference the week of 

August 6, 2006 in Edmonton.  The con-

ference is held every four years and fo-

cuses on healing for indigenous people 

from around the world.  The group fund-

raised and accessed the community 

health and well-being fund to make the 

trip.  Several have already begun fund-

raising to attend the next conference, 

slated for Hawaii in 2010.  If you are in-

terested in going on the next trip, con-

tact Doris Hume or Lena Tutin at 

CAFN.  Any who wish to attend must 

help with fundraising! 

Some of the participants during a dinner hosted by 

James Allen during the conference, left to right:  

Bobby Orr, Jennifer Orr, Sheila Kushniruk, Barb 

Hume, Florence Orr, Chuck Hume, Doris Hume, 

and Nora Jim.  A wholehearted thank you to James 

for the dinner and for his support to residential 

school survivors. 

Welcome Language  

Coordinator Millie Joe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The language coordinator plans, coordi-

nates and administers all CAFN aborigi-

nal language program activities. 

 

The first project I am working on is the 

Language Nest.  In collaboration with the 

daycare staff and parents, the CAFN Edu-

cation Department will be re-establishing 

a Language Nest Program at the Shawk-

wunlee Daycare! 
 

The purpose of the language nest is to: 

• provide an opportunity for Elders and 

fluent speakers to interact with children 

(18 months—5 years), and to speak and 

teach the Southern Tutchone Language 

and culture; 

• provide pre-school children with an op-

portunity to develop language skills prior 

to entering the public school system; and 

• provide this program on a daily basis, 

both formally and informally. 

Our goal is to start the Language Nest 

Program this fall through March 31, 2007.   
 

We plan to hold a parent information ses-

sion during the week of October 30th.  This 

will include a chance to observe a lan-

guage nest session with the children and a 

lunch, date and time will be posted.  We 

strongly encourage parent involvement, so 

please feel free to volunteer with lessons 

or making new teaching materials. 
 

Please feel free to drop by my office for a 

cup of tea and share your ideas to revital-

ize our language.  My office is located at 

Da Ku. Or you can call me at 634-4013 or 

cell 634-5174.   

Gwanischis! 
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Congratulations to Stephen and Krista 

Reid, who finally tied the knot August 19th 

at Duncan B.C.!! The wedding was at-

tended by friends and family from Sas-

katchewan, Bella Bella B.C. and the 

Yukon. The wedding party included the 

couples’ three children Takoa, Justice and 

Lahela, and even the family pet Tawny was 

groomed and accompanied the bride and 

her grandfather down the ailse. The tradi-

tional Cowichan ceremony and feast was 

greatly enjoyed by all! 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Congratulations to Taryn Maloney, 

daughter of John and Lesa Maloney and 

granddaughter of Phyllis Smith, who 

graduated from high school at 100 Mile 

House, B.C. in 2006.  She plans to go to 

university and study nursing and pa-

thology. 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS 

To Breanna Smith  

& Douglas McKinnon 

on October 27 
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NOTICE 

UPDATED ADDRESSES 

NEEDED 
 

To ensure you are kept up to date on 

Champagne and Aishihik First Nations 

activities, we ask that you submit any 

change of addresses to:  
 

Lilly Smith, Registry and Support Ser-

vices at (867) 634-4204 lsmith@cafn.ca 
 

Or Sheila John, Whitehorse reception at 

(867) 668-3627 sjohn@cafn.ca 

Collect calls will be accepted by both. 
 

If you know of a family member of friend 

who has moved, please ask them to also 

submit their change of address. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

BOARD AND COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS NEEDED! 

Champagne & Aishihik First Nations 

(CAFN) is seeking members interested in 

serving on the following: 

 

� Haines Junction Economic                  

Development Committee 

� Administrative Appeals Tribunal 

� Justice Committee 

 

If you are interested, please submit an in-

clude a resume and a letter.  Honorarium, 

travel and meals are provided on most 

boards, committees and councils. 

 

For more informatio on these or any other 

Boards or Committees, or to request a 

copy of the Boards and Committees appli-

cation form, please call Doreen Williams 

at: 867-634-4232. 

NOTICE 

ENROLLMENT WITH CAFN 
 

To ensure an accurate Champagne and 

Aishihik First Nations citizenship list, we 

ask that you consider the following for 

registration (especially newborns!) or 

transferring to CAFN: 

 

• We ask that all new enrollments or 

transfers be done directly through the 

CAFN office, because 

• If registration or transfer for status is 

done at any INAC office, CAFN does not 

receive this information or your status 

number, therefore 

• The citizenship list is not accurate 

 

If you are not sure if CAFN has your 

status number or enrollment information, 

please contact Lilly Smith, Registry and 

Support Services at (867) 634-4204.  Col-

lect calls will be accepted. 

 

CAFN requires accurate status citizen 

population numbers for annual tax reve-

nues and future transfers of programs and 

services. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

WE NEED YOU! 
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At a glance...more details inside. 

 

October 24 - St. Elias School Council 

Meeting, 7 p.m., CAFN administration 

building. 

 

October 25 - Stick gambling in White-

horse, meet at 3:30 at St. Elias School. 

 

October 25 - Nutrition/diabetes puppet 

show at  3 p.m., Shawkwunlee Daycare. 

 

October 26 - Sausage making workshop 

in Takhini, 6:30 - 9:00 p.m. at fire hall. 

 

October 28 - Family Halloween Party in 

Takhini, 4-8 p.m. 634-2777 for more info. 

 

October 29 - Daylight savings time ends 

(fall back one hour) 

 

October 31 - Halloween Carnival at St. 

Elias Community School 

 

October 31 - Bonfire and fireworks at 

Haines Junction weigh scales, 7:45 p.m. 

 

November 3-4 - Cross-country skiing 

coaching clinic, St. Elias Comm. School 

 

November 7 - STARRS (Start Thinking 

About Reducing Secondhand Smoke) 

workshop for parents, 11 a.m.– 2 p.m. at 

Mun Ku, lunch provided. 

 

November 14  - Elders Senate Commit-

tee, 10 a.m., CAFN administration build-

ing. 

 

November 16 - Bison workshop in 

Haines Junction, 7 p.m., Da Ku. 

This Newsletter is produced by the Champagne 

and Aishihik First Nations.  The material herein 

is published solely for the purpose of providing 

information to the citizens of Champagne & Ai-

shihik First Nations.  Members are encour-

aged to submit stories, news of their com-

munity, artwork, etc.  If you wish to submit 

any material, please do so before the 15th of 

each month. 

 

Questions or comments?  Please contact: 

CAFN Communications Officer,  

PO Box 5310 Haines Junction, YT    Y0B 1L0  

Phone: (867) 634-4234 ext. 234 

 

All material within is the property of Champagne 

& Aishihik FNs.  No material can be reproduced 

without the expressed written consent of the 

above party. 

CALENDAR November 20 - Bison workshop in 

Whitehorse, 7 p.m., Mt. McIntyre. 

 

November 15-16 Regular chief and 

council meeting? 

 

November 31 - Please submit all dis-

posable cameras from the General As-

sembly to the Health and Social Dept. by 

month’s end to be eligible for the draw 

prize! 

 

TBA - CAFN Bazaar & Christmas Bingo 

 
Wood stove season 

is here, so be sure to 

clean your chimneys 

and test your smoke 

detectors! 


