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More than 60 youth gathered 
in Haines Junction this No-
vember for the 2008 CAFN 
Youth General Assembly. 
 

“I feel you’re going to come 
out of today and ...know 
what empowerment and lead-
ership means,” said Chief 
Strand in her opening address 
to the youth.   
 

The young group participated 
in an empowerment and lead-
ership workshop and dis-
cussed a  wide range of top-
ics, including youth home-
lessness, youth involvement 
in the CAFN government, 
and future youth programs. 
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The General Assembly was skilfully co-chaired by Youth Councilor Josh 
Darbyshire and Natthe Youth Council Chair Nigel Boyle, and hosted by the 
Natthe Youth Council, which played a large role in planning for  the event. 
 
Some goals of the Youth General  Assembly were to: 
· Involve CAFN youth of all ages, with extra effort involve older youth 

(Youth are defined as being ages 16 to 23 in the CAFN Constitution). 
· To gain input on how to best involve CAFN Youth in our government. 
· To provide background information on how CAFN government works 

and how the Youth Council fits into that process and structure. 
· To gain input on how to improve youth programs and participation in 

Youth programs offered by CAFN. 
· To identify a specific project for the Youth Council to take the lead on 

over the next year. 
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portant role to play in helping CYFN decide how it 
can best continue to serve all Yukon First Nations. 
We look forward to keeping you informed on this 
issue. 
 
On November 14, Council and I met with Premier 
Dennis Fentie and Deputy Premier  Elaine Taylor 
to discuss a variety of concerns. We have devel-
oped a very positive working relationship with the 
Premier and his Government and were pleased 
with the commitments he made to CAFN. Specifi-
cally, Yukon Government committed to work with 
CAFN in a number of areas, including securing 
funding for the cultural centre, finding solutions to 
the Champagne dump overuse, working together 
on Kusawa Park, trapper compensation, bison 
management and land use planning.  
 
The Executive Development Program is in full 
swing and is providing participants with a greater 
knowledge of the management techniques for gov-
ernment, policy development and decision-making 
models.  It is a lot of work, but well worth the ef-
fort as many of these ideas will help us improve 
our government now and in the future.  I would 
like to commend all staff and Council members 
enrolled in the program for the effort they have put 
into the assignments and the quality of their 
work.  With each course we take, we are all better 
able to evaluate how we conduct our political, ad-
ministrative and operational business and become 
more effective. 

Message from the Chief 
 
As 2008 comes to a close and a 
new year begins, I would like 
to say that it is an honour to 
continue serving you as Chief. 
 
Congratulations to Gerald 
“Bones” Brown for his elec-

tion to Council. He will be 
sworn in this December.  It is great to have Bones 
back on the Council and I look forward to working 
with him for the next two years.   I  would also like 
to congratulate all the citizens who put their 
names forward. It takes courage to run for Council 
and it was gratifying to see so many talented peo-
ple put their names forward.   
 
The Council and I held our annual Community 
Visits in October.  We received lots of good ideas 
to help our government better meet the needs of 
citizens. These meetings were a great opportunity 
for us to hear from you and to benefit from the 
knowledge of our CAFN communities. Thank you 
to all who took the time to give us your thoughts. 
These visits will continue every fall and we are 
glad to meet with citizens individually. Please call 
my Executive Assistant Angie Charlebois at 634-
4234 to request a personal visit. 
 
The feedback received during our community visits 
helped inform the process of updating the CAFN 
Strategic Plan for 2009-10. This plan is developed 
with input from citizens, staff and Chief and Coun-
cil and lays out the CAFN Government’s most im-
portant goals and the strategies that will be used 
to achieve them over the next several years.   
 
As you may have heard, the Council of Yukon First 
Nations (CYFN) is going through some 
changes.  Historically, it was a central voice for 
negotiating land claim agreements, and now it is  
intended to support individual First Nation gov-
ernments in implementing those Agreements.  At 
this time, CAFN continues to be a member of 
CYFN and we believe that CYFN can play an im-
portant supporting role to Yukon First Nations.  As 
a self governing First Nation, CAFN has an im-
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Premier Dennis Fentie, CAFN Chief Diane Strand and 
Yukon College president Terry Weninger sign the Executive 

Development Program MOU on November 26 
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We are beginning discussions with our sister 
Southern Tutchone First Nations, Kluane First Na-
tion and Ta’an Kwach’an Council to decide how 
to improve and expand the work of the Southern 
Tutchone Tribal Council.  Restructuring work-
shops begin this month and will continue into the 
new year. 
 
On November 14, the 2008 Youth General Assem-
bly was held at the Haines Junction Convention 
Center. The event attracted more than 60 youth 
from CAFN and the community to discuss con-
cerns and to make plans for the coming year.  It 
was great to see so many energetic Youth getting 
involved in our government.  Special thanks go to 
Youth Programs Coordinator Mike Evans, Amy 
McKinnon, the Planning Committee, Youth Coun-
cillor Josh Darbyshire and the Natthe Youth 
Council for putting together such a fantastic event.  
 
On a sadder note, our community and others 
around the Yukon have lost some wonderful people 
over the last few months.  Council and I would like 
to send out our condolences to the many families 
who have lost loved ones.  Each of these losses is a 
reminder that one of our strengths as a people is in 
the way we pull together as a community and sup-
port each other.  
 
On behalf of the Council and myself, we wish you 
all a peaceful, safe and joyous time with friends 
and family over the holiday season.  We look for-
ward to working with our citizens and communi-
ties in 2009. 
 

Sincerely, 
Diane Strand 
 
PS:  Congratulations to Josie Boyle of Kluane Na-
tional Park and Reserve for her role in rescuing a 
motorist in a vehicle accident on the Haines Road 
this fall.  
 

Congratulations to all our outstanding Youth role 
models who received Youth Leadership Awards 
and recognition during the Youth General Assem-
bly.  They are:   Andrew Pauls, Tora-lee Williams, 
Jessica Trotter, Jordan Patterson, Bradley Joe, 
and the CAFN Girls Bantam Hockey Team.�
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· The CAFN Programs and Services Manual is 

your resource for finding the program and 
staff to assist you.  It is available at 
www.cafn.ca, and at the front desks of both 
CAFN offices. 

· The appropriate CAFN department is always 
a good start in finding a solution to a con-
cern.  If you need a starting point, you may 
contact the receptionist at either office. 

· The Management Committee meetings held 
every other week in either Haines Junction or 
Whitehorse are a way of sharing your con-
cerns.  You may contact Shadelle Chambers 
at (867) 667-7825 to request that your issue 
be put on the agenda.   

· Although Chief and Council Meetings are 
open to members, most community concerns 
are best addressed by the staff and Directors 
in each department.  Should your concern 
require further attention, you can call, write 
or visit the Chief’s office anytime.  The Ex-
ecutive Office will then ensure that the De-
partments are made aware of your concerns 
and can assist you directly.   

· CAFN cannot respond to anonymous com-
plaints.  Written concerns should be signed 
in order to allow us to address the issue ap-
propriately. 
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A workshop on board roles and responsi-
bilities is  scheduled for February 6 in 
Haines Junction from 1 to 4 p.m. at Da 
Ku.  All community members are wel-
come.   This workshop is being presented 
by the Yukon Volunteer Bureau.  A sec-
ond workshop is planned for Whitehorse.  
Please watch for more details.  Please con-
tact Amy McKinnon at 634-4237  or 
amymckinnon@northwestel.net for more 
information. 
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The following is a brief summary of decisions 
made at the October 1 (rescheduled from Septem-
ber) and October 23 and 24, 2008 regular Chief 
and Council meetings. 
 

Elections 
Amendments to the Elections Rules were approved 
and Council dropped the writ for the November 24 
by election.   
 

Trapline 
Council approved the transfer of Category 1 trap-
line RTC 265 to Shane Oakley for five years, with 
a one-year probationary period, as per a Letter of 
Agreement between Annie Holmes and Shane 
Oakley. 
 

Council Compensation Review Committee 
Council appointed a committee to review to Coun-
cil remuneration (wages and benefits) including: 
Paul Birckel Chair of the Elders Senate, Fran Asp 
Director of Secretariat, Clint McCuaig past mem-
ber of Council and Marie McLaren as Citizen at 
Large.  Administrative support will be provided by 
Shadelle Chambers.  
 

School Council Appointments 
Council appointed Lisa Pauls, Jacquie Chambers 
and Millie Joe to the St. Elias Community School 
Council. 
 

Deputy Chief 
Councilor Lorraine Stick was appointed as Deputy 
Chief for one year starting October 1, 2008.  The 
next Deputy Chief will be Councilor Mary Jane 
Jim for one year period starting October 1, 2009. 
 

Strategic Land Acquisition 
Chief and Council approved a one-time allocation 
of up to $250,000 for the purchase of strategic 
lands by the Champagne Aishihik Community 
Corporation.  Economic development staff will 
assist in identifying and purchasing lands.  This 
motion is in support of a 2002 General Assembly 
Resolution. 
 

The next regular Chief and Council meeting is 
scheduled for December 11 and 12 in Haines 
Junction. 

· To foster awareness of our history and pride in 
being a CAFN citizen. 

· To be inclusive by involving younger CAFN 
Youth, CAFN Elders, other First Nations 
youth,  students, CAFN staff and other com-
munity members in the General Assembly; 
while ensuring CAFN Youth have the strong-
est voice in the process. 

With the help and involvement of our youth, we 
made great progress on every one of these goals. 
 

Several youth were recognized during the event for  
their leadership skills.  Each of these deserving 
recipients was nominated by individuals in the 
CAFN community.  They are:  Andrew Pauls, 
Tora-lee Williams, Jessica Trotter, Jordan Patter-
son, Bradley Joe, and the CAFN Girls  Bantam 
Hockey Team (Jordanna Jim, Jonnie-lyn 
Kushniruk, Maddison Allen, Breana Smith, Ashley 
John, Gena Charlie).  Keep up the good work! 

Youth GA continued from page 1 
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Natane Primozic and Heather VanBibber  
get into an activity at the Youth GA 

Tsya and Shelby Jackson enjoy themselves  
at the Youth GA 
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Dannch’e.  The Shawkwunlee Daycare Language 
Nest Program has been running great the past few 
months!  The children are learning quickly and 
enjoy their time with Doris Allen and Agnes 
MacDonald.  We would like to thank Elders Doris 
and Agnes for all they have shared and taught us 
these past few months.  Gwanaschis! 
 
The Southern Tutchone Evening Language 
Classes are both running smoothly in Whitehorse 
with Ms. Dorothy Bellrose and in Haines Junction 
with Doris and Agnes, we will continue classes in 
the New Year, here is the Language Class sched-
ule: 
 
Haines Junction, every Tuesday and Thursday, 
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm at Dä K� . 
Whitehorse, every Tuesday and Thursday, 5:00 
pm – 6:30 pm at CAFN Whitehorse Boardroom. 
 
Parents are more than welcome and encouraged to 
participate at the Language Nest programs and 
workshops.  Here are some Christmas words the 
children are learning this month, feel free to speak 
these words with your child and at home or of-
fice: 

Christmas Tree  Ts’u Näts’etl’u 
Santa Clause   Gàl��  
Elves    Dän Dùtsèla 
Reindeer   Udzi Dutsela 
Snowman   Yäw Län Dän 
Presents   Nàts’ä’yù 
Stocking   Luk’wän 
Wreath   Ts’u’äl 
Bells    Jädälel 
Santa Claus House  Gàl��  Kù 
Santa Claus Sled  Gàl��  Gh� l 
 
The Southern Tutchone Home Language Kits 
are complete and ready for distribution.  If you did 
not receive your Language Kit at this year’s Gen-
eral Assembly please let me know and I can de-
liver or mail one to you.  The kits are geared for 
pre-schoolers but are suitable for all households 
with visual aids as tools.  Please indicate if you 
would like an Aishihik or Klukshu dialect kit. 
You can call me collect, send me an e-mail or 
leave your address with either CAFN receptionist 
requesting your Language Kit.  
 
We wish everyone a Ut’àkwäd�ch’e Dzän�  Nàk-
wän�tth’ät N-yè Säkùuth� Jè!  Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year! 
 
Millie Joe 
Language Coodintor 
(867) 634-4013 
e-mail: mjoe@cafn.ca 

Ecko Kirk displays her Southern Tutchone booklet  
with instructor Agnes MacDonald 
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Many thanks to all who participated in the Youth 
General Assembly, especially to our youth who 
shared their time and energy.  Thank you also to 
the Elders who attended, St. Elias Community 
School students, and other community members 
who got involved.  Huge thanks are owed to our 
Head Cook Marlene Smith-Tutin, cook’s helpers 
Jennifer Joe and Judy Brown, staff and other 
workers who worked hard to make the 2008 Youth 
GA  a great success.  Thank you to Gerald Asp, 
Rob Williamson and Yukon Yamaha for bringing 
Sled Porn VI.  And thank you to BYTE (Bringing 
Youth Toward Equality) staff for the great work-
shop. 
 
Here’s to a great year for our youth in 2009!  
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We anticipate the CAFN Southern Tutchone Bi-
Cultural Program to be ready for implementation 
next school year (2009/10) at the St. Elias Com-
munity School in Haines Junction for all students 
entering Kindergarten. 
 
A follow-up Community Information Meeting  is 
tentatively scheduled for January 8 in Haines Junc-
tion (details to follow).  We encourage you to at-
tend to find out more about this very exciting pro-
gram.   For more information, please contact Col-
leen Joe-Titus at 633-8900. 
 

 

 

What is bi-cultural or bi-lingual education? 

Bi-cultural (and bi-lingual) education is about 
learning in two languages and cultures.  In our 
case this would mean Southern Tutchone and 
English.  The benefit of this type of program is 
that students learn the required curriculum at 
the same time that they are learning about their 
own language and culture.  Research indicates 
that this approach does improve academic per-
formance along with increasing student self-
esteem and pride of heritage. 

The Tlingit Bi-Cultural Program 
The Tlingit program began in 2000-2001 at the 
Harbourview School in Juneau Alaska.  This is 
a public program, which means that it is open to 
all students Kindergarten to Grade 5.  Curricu-
lum and resource materials have been devel-
oped by Sealaska (a corporation owned and op-
erated by Tlingit, Haida and Tsimshian people 
of Southeast Alaska) in collaboration with lan-
guage and cultural experts.  These resources 
have been provided for our use to assist in the 
development of our very own Southern Tut-
chone materials.  In addition, the Tlingit pro-
gram teachers and staff have extended them-
selves and have been more than willing to share 
their experience and expertise.  For this we say, 
“Shaw Nithan”! 

For more information about the Tlingit program 
please visit www.sealaskaheritage.org 

Southern Tutchone Bi-Cultural Program: 
CAFN and the Yukon Department of Education 
are partnering to develop a Southern Tutchone Bi
-Cultural Program  at St. Elias Community 
School in Haines Junction.  This program will be 
modeled after a Tlingit Bi-Cultural Program being 
delivered at the Harbourview (public) school in 
Juneau, Alaska.  An ad-hoc committee made up of 
representatives from CAFN and the Yukon De-
partment of Education have had the opportunity to 
visit the program in Juneau to meet with program 
teachers and staff.  By all accounts, CAFN and 
Yukon Education representatives have been im-
pressed with the success of this program. 
A public information meeting, hosted by the St. 
Elias School Council, was held in April of this 
year.  The purpose of this meeting was to provide 
background and general information to community 
members.  This meeting was well attended and, 
thus far, the feedback has been positive. 
 
This initiative falls under the recently signed 
CAFN Intergovernmental Accord (2008 GA).  
A Memorandum of Understanding for this project 
will be signed off in the near future.  A Steering 
Committee is being appointed to oversee this pro-
ject and will be made up of representatives from 
CAFN, the Yukon Department of Education, and 
St. Elias School Council.  Colleen Joe-Titus has 
been assigned as the Program Implementation Co-
ordinator and will be working closely with the 
Steering Committee, Education Director Suzzanne 
Green and Sharon Shadow of the Yukon Depart-
ment of Education. 
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· 200 bison are available for harvest from De-
cember 1st, 2008 to February 28, 2009.  If that 
goal is not reached, there will be a special regis-
tration hunt in March 2009. 

· This is an open hunt for all Yukoners.    Please 
call the Yukon Environment’ Conservation Of-
ficers Service off ices at (867) 634-2247 or 
(867) 667-5221 to arrange pick-up of permit or 
go to their office to get your permit. 

· Kill reporting within 72 hours is mandatory for 
all hunters and successful hunters must submit 
the biological submission (lower incisor bar). 

· Only new permittees will be required to attend 
a two-hour workshop.  The workshop was held 
in Haines Junction on November 19, 2008.  

Any questions may be directed to:  
 
Linaya Workman  
(867) 634-4211  
lworkman@cafn.ca 
 
or  
 
Micheal Jim  
(867) 634-4248 
mjim@cafn.ca 
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The  Champagne  and  Aishihik  First  Nations 
(CAFN) Strategic Plan mandates the development 
of a Harvest Support Program. This program will  
provide support for hunting, fishing and trapping 
activities of the CAFN citizens as a way of life. 
It’s a program that enhances and maintains the re-
lationship between First Nations and the land. It is 
our intent through the Steering Committee to iden-
tify funding to develop a harvest/traditional activ-
ity support program that will promote an active 
traditional lifestyle such as trapping.  
 

CAFN recognizes that most traplines are underuti-
lized as there is little to no incentive to actively 
utilize traplines, due to generally low fur prices, 
expensive equipment and maintenance, and 
changed trapping standards that make most exist-
ing traps held by trappers obsolete and illegal. 
 

In the interim, CAFN Chief and Council approved 
this policy to provide assistances to acquire traps 
for all CAFN citizens who are Registered Trap-
ping Concession (RTC) holders within our Tradi-
tional Territory or assistant trappers on CAFN 
Category One traplines. The intent is to maintain a 
fair and effective method of allocating traps to 
trappers so they can continue to maintain their 
family based harvesting traditions and strengthen-
ing ties to the land. 
 

CAFN will be offering two procedures for RTC 
holders or assistance trappers to purchase appro-
priate traps or CAFN will purchase an inventory of 
traps for trapping season. Option one, CAFN pro-
vides a $500.00 Purchase Order (enough to pur-
chase up to 20 traps) to the individual to purchase 
appropriate traps from the supplier. Option two, 
CAFN will purchase an inventory of traps. Appli-
cants will sign an agreement to return the traps at 
the end of the trapping season or agree to pay the 
subsidized rate for unreturned traps.  
 

We are looking into identifying funds for this fis-
cal year.  For further information, please contact 
Micheal Jim – Renewable Resources Officer at 
(867) 634-4248 or drop by office for a visit. 
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Champagne and Aishihik First Nations 
Trap Assistance Policy 

 
Policy Statement: 
CAFN promotes the trapping industry and use of 
CAFN traplines within our Traditional Territory 
by assisting eligible trappers to acquire up to traps 
that meet the humane trapping standards. 

 

CAFN citizens holding Registered Trapping Con-
cession and CAFN assistant trappers on Category 
One Traplines are provided with a one time oppor-
tunity to purchase traps at a rate subsidized by 
50%. 
 

CAFN lends traps to CAFN citizens holding  Reg-
istered Trapping Concessions or a CAFN assistant 
trapper on a Category One Trapline 
 

Reason for policy: 
This policy provides assistance to acquire traps to 
all CAFN citizens who are Registered Trapping 
Concession holders within our Traditional Terri-
tory or assistant trappers on CAFN Category One 
Traplines. 
 

To maintain a fair and effective method of allocat-
ing traps to trappers so they can continue to main-
tain their family based harvesting traditions and 
strengthening ties to the land. 
 

Procedure:  
Purchase: 
· CAFN provides Purchase Orders for up to 
$500.00 to the individual to purchase appropriate 
traps from the supplier. 
The Purchase Orders are to subsidize 50% of the 
cost of the traps. 
Lend 
· CAFN will purchase an inventory of traps. 
Applicants will sign an agreement to return the 
traps at the end of the trapping season or agree to 
pay the subsidized rate for unreturned traps. 
 

Appendices: 
Lending Agreement 
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These camps must be envisioned, planned, and 
led by CAFN Elders on a voluntary basis, as per 
funding stipulations, with the goal of passing on 
traditional knowledge and skills to the younger 
generations. Logistical assistance with running the 
camps will be provided by staff members. 
 
Camp planning will ideally take place over the 
winter months with the first camp being delivered 
in spring/summer 2009, but the exact dates for the 
camps will be determined by the Elders. Youth, 
under the guidance of the Youth Programs Coordi-
nator, will film the camps and produce photo-
graphic storybooks as personal mementos for the 
Elders and as an educational resource for the fu-
ture. 
 
If you would like to assist with these camps, please 
let me know. 
 
I will keep people posted on new developments as 
they occur, in this “Year of Honouring and Cele-
brating Our Elders’ Knowledge”. 
 
Gwänaschis. 
 
Angela Street 
CAFN Recreation Coordinator 
(867) 634-4014 
astreet@cafn.ca 

Dännch’e.  The Health and Social Department has 
been awarded a grant in the amount of $25,000 
from the New Horizons Seniors Program in order 
to deliver land-based learning camps in CAFN tra-
ditional territory over the next year!  This applica-
tion was submitted in keeping with the theme for 
2008, the “Year of Honouring and Celebrating Our 
Elders’ Knowledge”. 
 
Health and Social Programs staff members are ex-
cited about this initiative, in particular because we 
will be approaching these camps in an entirely new 
way, one which aims – and indeed is mandated – 
to empower Elders by way of authentic leadership 
roles, and we hope that members of the public will 
be as enthused about this project as we are and will 
want to link up, contribute, and participate in indi-
vidual camps. 
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Boyd Benjamin instructs a young fiddler  
at the Fiddling Workshop this fall 

Three fiddlers practice their new skills 
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The Yukon Government Forest Management 
Branch, in collaboration with CAFN, will be im-
plementing mechanical fuel abatement treatments, 
in three communities in the CAFN Traditional 
Territory this winter:  Silver City; Canyon and 
Champagne. 

The intention is to treat these areas using mechani-
cal methods, which will permit larger areas to be 
treated than by manual FireSmart methods.   

Presently, site prescriptions and YESAB applica-
tions are being completed.  An effort will be made 
to notify community members about the specific 
location of the planned work.   

If you would like more information please contact: 
  
Roger Brown 
CAFN Forestry 
(867) 668-3620  
rbrown@cafn.ca 
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Fire is a natural part of the boreal forest ecosys-
tem.  The spruce bark beetle outbreak has also 
added to the fire risk within Champagne and Ai-
shihik’s traditional territory.  It is not a question of 
if a fire will start; it is a question of when.    

The Fire Suppression crews do excellent work, 
however, when a large fire starts, they may not be 
able to protect all property and life.  So, it is essen-
tial that the forests around our communities have 
the fuel hazard reduced.   

 

Reducing the risk of forest fire to communities is a 
key objective in the Strategic Forest Management 
Plan and the Integrated Landscape Plan.  The Fuel 
Abatement Plans help to provide direction for fuel 
reduction projects.  There have been public consul-
tations in the communities, and FireSmart opera-
tions have been ongoing over the last few years. 
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Carl Evers  
Northern Housing Trust Project Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Carl Evers has been contracted to work as CAFN’s  
Project Manager, Northern Housing Trust. To-
gether with the Housing Department staff, Carl is 
preparing an updated plan for the Northern Hous-
ing Trust work. Early in 2009 he should be able to 
answer questions about the housing repair and 
work that the Northern Housing Trust is funding. 
He will also be coordinating the development of 
four elder’s units and a new staff house. 
 

Carl has worked on housing in Vancouver, espe-
cially with people in the Downtown Eastside and 
people with disabilities. He also worked on hous-
ing with B.C. First Nations including Alkali Lake, 
Canoe Creek, Soda Creek and Quesnel. About 20 
years ago he was invited to the Yukon to provide 
workshops through CYI – that led to housing work 
with the Selkirk and Little Salmon/Carmacks First 
Nations. He was project manager for Kaushee’s 
Place and was part of the team that helped estab-
lish Teegatha O’h Zheh. More recently he’s 
worked in South Africa, helping the National Un-
ion of Mineworkers convert hostel accommodation 
to apartments and family housing. He’s also 
worked with the City of Cape Town on co-op 
housing development and training. 
 

Carl likes to hike and ski and recently rafted down 
the Firth River and hiking to the Donjek Glacier. 
 

Carl Evers, Northern Housing Trust Project Mgr. 
Phone: (867) 634-4240 
E-mail: carl@roofraisers.com 

Marie Sterriah 
Social Programs Case Manager,  

Whitehorse 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome to Marie Sterriah, who has joined CAFN 
as the Social Programs Case Manager in White-
horse.   
 
Our case managers (Marie in Whitehorse and 
Kathleen Johnson in Haines Junction) help deliver 
programs including community wellness, crisis 
intervention, elders wood and fuel applications, 
income assistance, special needs, support services, 
work opportunities, and much more! 
 
You can reach Marie in the Whitehorse office as 
follows: 
 
Marie Sterriah, Case Manager, Whitehorse 
CAFN Health and Social Programs 
Phone: (867) 667-4010 
E-mail: msterriah@cafn.ca 
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Vera Owlchild, who is joining the Health and 
Social Programs team in our Whitehorse of-
fice.  Look for more details in the next issue of 
Dàkwänia. 
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Greetings  from the Counseling  Program.  I have 
been in this position since May after coming back 
from Education Leave in Edmonton.  It is great to 
see everyone and be back.  
 
Thought for the Day:  Recently, Andy Nieman 
made a very nice comment about “giving hugs and 
kind words to your family or spouse”.  I thought 
this was  a great idea as we need to take more care 
and concern with each other. 
 
Truth and Reconciliation:  This is part of the 
Residential School Settlement Agreement – with a 
commitment to survivors.  The Commission will 
be in Whitehorse in the near future.     If you want 
share your experience to the commission, this is 
the time to do so.  Please contact me for more in-
formation on dates and locations. 
 
Residential School Survivor Support:  We had a 
residential school conference with Andy Nieman 
in Whitehorse this October that went well. Thank 
you to all who participated and supported this 
workshop. 
  
Mun Ku  Social Gatherings are happening every  
Wednesday evening from 7:00 -8:30 p.m.  Bring 
your sewing, start a craft there, play games, card 
games, meet your friends. Snacks will be provided. 
In the near future I would like to see a feast to 
honor individuals who are sober or trying to live a 
healthy lifestyle.  If you know of anyone, please 
let me know.  This is important do, as when one is 
on their healing journey, it helps to have support 
from family and friends. 

Healing and Wellness:  I am interested in getting 
information from members on what you would 
like for healing and wellness programs.  If there is 
an activity that you would like to see happen in the 
community such as ice fishing, drum making, 
hunting, going on the land, etc. please let me know 
and I will be glad to assist. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are able to share your time as a resource 
person for our activities, please let me know as I 
would like to invite members to become involved.  
Also, if there is a particular resource you are look-
ing for, please ask and I will try and find or order 
for you (books, videos, etc.).   
 
Future events from Social Programs will focus on 
Grief and Loss, Mena and Women Retreats/
Workshops, Family violence and continuance of 
Health and Well Being. 
 
For more information on any of these programs, to 
share your ideas, or to request support, please con-
tact me at the phone number or e-mail address be-
low. 
 
Mary Jane Smith 
Counsellor 
(867) 634-4225 
mjsmith@cafn.ca 
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 Current DDC Logo 

greatly exceeding expectations, and Kilrich Industries 
and RAB Northerm are both ahead of their forecasts for 
the year. 
 

Coincidental to the current global economic turmoil, 
DDC began working on a new 5 year Strategic Plan in 
September.  DDC hopes to have the plan complete for 
January 2009. 
 

At the General Assembly held in July, DDC raffled off 
an Ipod Touch. The lucky winner was Marion Primo-
ciz. The proceeds of this raffle of $ $494.00 were given 
to the Elders Council in support of their operation. 
DDC also donated $200.00 to the Youth General As-
sembly to help offset the costs of the pizza dinner. 
 

DDC is also looking to update their logo and  a contest 
for a new logo is currently underway. The criteria for 
the contest are listed below. We look forward to your 
submissions. 
 

As the end of the year fast approaches, the board of 
directors and staff of Dakwakada Development Corpo-
ration wish all cit izens a safe and happy holiday. 

 
The Dakwakada Development Corporation (DDC) has 
had a busy year. In the spring, Murray Arsenault was 
hired as General Manager, as was announced at the 
General Assembly. Murray came to DDC with a his-
tory of working with Aboriginal Development Corpora-
t ions. Murray, along with Heather Hougen, runs the 
DDC office with the support of the DDC Board of Di-
rectors. 
 

Shortly after Murray joined DDC, the opportunity to 
purchase shares in Kilrich Industries came about. After 
some time working out the details, DDC became a 
shareholder of Kilrich with RAB Northerm, Tr’ondek 
Hwech’in, Kwanlin Dun, and Dana Naye Ventures. 
Kilrich promises to be a strong investment. 
 

Thus far this year, all of DDC’s investments are meet-
ing or exceeding expectations.  Latitude Wireless is 
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December 1 Della Hatcher 
  Delmer MacDonald 
  Sam Kokotovich 
  Naneek Graham 
  
December 2 Kimberly Gordon 
  Freddy Joe 
  Brent Boyko  
  Martina O’Brien 
 
December 3 Barbara Hume 
  Angela Wyatt 
  Taylor Chambers 
 
December 4 Marion Telep  
 
December 5 Luke Williams 
  Candace Walker 
   
December 6 Oliver Jim Jr. 
  Marie Boss 
  Denise Gri ffith 
 
December 7 Doris Allen 
  Lorraine Allen 
  Colleen Horner 
  Janina Kirk 
  Jeffrey Young 
  Derek Hume 
  Mathew Trotter 
   
December 8 David Hume 
 
December 9 Rita Boyko  
  Maria Taug 
  Brendon Germain 
   
December 10 Bertha Moose 
  Gail Fraser 
  Nathan Cootes 
  Shealee Mazur 
 
December 11 Glenna Southwick 
  Crystal Duncan 
  Richard Cote 
 
December 12 Noelle Pettitt 
  Karrie Brown 
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WANT YOUR NAME  

LEFT OFF  
THE BIRTHDAY LIST? 
If you prefer to have your  

name removed from  
the CAFN birthday greetings,  

please contact Amy  
at (867) 634-4237 or e-mail  

amymckinnon@northwestel.net. 
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January 1 Alberta Merculief 
  Torbin Croly 
  Brandi Joe 
  Darryll Ryan 
  
January 2 Moose Jackson 
  Barbara Fujimoto 
 
January 4 Dorothy Bellrose 
  Greg Kane 
  Margaret O’Brien 
  Laurie Strand 
  Alexis Ehlers 
 
January 5 Fred Chambers 
  Scotty John Jr. 
  Deanna Lee Mazur
  Robert Dixon 
  Dorothy Schliep 
 
January 6 Alexandar Bouvier 
  Alexis Jim 
 
January 7 Arley Dominquez 
  John Scurvey 
  Marcus Sparvier-Kinney 
 
January 8 Christopher McKiddy 
 
January 9 Steven Fromme 
                         Reanna McKenzie-Hubbard 
  
January 10 Lianne Tomlin 
  Megan McConnell 
  Stephen Cote 
  Shyenne Sparvier-Kinney 
 
January 11 Georgianna Williams 
  Madison Allen 
 
January 12 Jack Kodwat 
  Lucky Alex Jackson 
  Maximillian Evans               
  Brodie Graham-Hume 
  William Graham-Hume 
  Albert Johnson 
  
January 13 Linaya Workman 
  Kassius Green   

January 14 Thomas Joe 
  Janus Sturko 
  Jennifer Jackson 
  Felishia Jonathan 
  Jeanette Jackson 
 
January 15 Jimmy Dixon 
  Alexander Williams 
  Nicholas Williams 
  Destiny Pauls 
 
January 16 Frances Wellar 
  Lawrence Boss 
  Patrick Maloney 
  Duane Riggs 
  Theodore Williams Jr. 
  Patrick Boss 
 
January 17 Frances Joe 
  Tristan Allen   
 
January 18 Raymond Peterson 
  Larry Joe 
  Barb Allen 
  Ronald Bouvier 
  Franklin Duncan 
  Telena Jones 
  John Garvice Jr. 
  Chelsea Etienne 
  Adrianna Sidney 
 
January 19 John Kushniruk 
  Margaret Clayton 
  Benny Jim 
  Amanda Geddes-Workman 
  Kevin Holway-Keyes 
  Waylon Hager 
 
January 20 Sharon McKee 
  Doreen Williams 
  Charlene Hume 
 
January 21 Judy Gage  
 
January 22 Brayden Gleason-Frost 
 
January 23 Hazel Carlick  
  Kenneth Natkong 
  Amanda Patchett 
 
January 24 Janice Brown  
  Darlene Jim 

January 25 Helen Hassard 
  Mary Isaac 
  Jo-Anne Holway  
  Cheryl Weis 
  Robert Bien 
January 26 Robert Joe 
 
January 27 Richard Smith 
  Thomas Young III 
  Robert Merculief 
  Michelle Bourque 
 
January 28 Barbara Anderson 
  Viola Papequash 
  Kevin Joe 
  Marsha Sparvier 
  Jolene Joey 
  Marie Martin 
         Kealalakina Napiha’a 
  Lahela Reid 
  
 
January 29 Neil Brown 
  Macario Rado 
  Mark Long 
 
January 30 Lawrence Burns 
  Amber Kirk 
 
January 31 Suzi Hume 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WANT TO SEND  
A GREETING 

TO SOMEONE  
SPECIAL? 

 
Send it to: 

CAFN Communications  
PO Box 5310  

Haines Junction, YT  
Y0B 1L0  

Phone (867) 634-4237,  
or e-mail to  

amymckinnon 
@northwestel.net 



����	
������
������������� � � �������� � �������	� �������	� �������	� �������		 ����������������������������������������� ���������� ������

�

�

	

����
�7	�����
���	

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 
 
Happy birthday to Denise Victoria Lee 
Griffith on December 6.  From Mom, Dad 
and little brother Damien. 

 
We wish our son Zerryn William Kevin Martin  
a Happy 5th Birthday for December 22nd, 2008.  Have 
a great day my boy. Love Mom, Dad and Zoralena.   
 
Happy birthday to Shelby Jackson on December 25.  
Love Aunty Deb & Cousins Brandon, Alex and ShyAnn. 
 
Happy birthday to Linaya Workman on January 13 
from Deb and kids. 
 
Happy birthday to Nicholas Williams on January 15.  
Love Aunty Deb and Cousins Brandon, Alex and Shy-
Ann. 
 
Happy birthday on January 20 to Charlene Hume from 
Deb And Kids. 
 
To Doreen Williams on January 20 – A Very Happy 
BIG Birthday Wish for ya:]  
Love Deb and Kids 
 
Happy birthday to Suzi Hume on January 30 from Deb 
and Kids. 
 
Happy belated birthday to Paddy Jim for November 15.   
Happy 86th Birthday Daddykins. Hope you have a won-
derful day.  Lots of Loves, Hugs and Kisses from Dar-
lene, JB, Paddy and lil Eddie. 
 
We would like to wish Oliver Jim (December 5), Marie 
John (December 19), Cherie O’Brien (December 20) 
and David Bunberry Jr. (December 22) a very Happy 
Birthday Coming from Gerald, Dorothy, Patricia & 
Ashley 
 
Happy Birthday to Grandma Bertha Moose on Decem-
ber 10th.  Love your Grandchildren: Koltun-john, 
Alexis and Korricia Jim. 
 
I would like to wish my Grandson Zer-
ryn William Kevin Martin a very happy 
birthday for December 22nd.  From 
Gramma Lena. 

WELCOME TO OUR  
NEWEST MEMBERS! 

 
Carla Boss, Henry Smith  

and big brother Seth  
Welcome the arrival  

of their newest family member  
Jacy Boss 

October 22 2008 
6lbs  8oz 

Whitehorse General Hospital 
Congratulations!  

A very big happy birthday wish to our grand-daughter 
Shelby Jessica Jackson for December 25th from 
Grandma Vera and Grandpa John. 

Christmas Greetings 
I would like to wish my sons JB, Paddy and Eddie a 
Very Merry X-mas. I would like to wish my partner 
James Tom Tom, my parents Paddy and Stella Jim, and 
all of my brothers, sisters, nieces nephews and cousins 
a Happy Holiday and a  Prosperous New Year. Love 
you all, from Darlene. 
 
Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Jordana Jim on making the Hon-
ours Certificate level in her report card for this term.  
Please be sure to congratulate Jordana when you see 
her. 

New members Chad Hume and Katelyn Hiersch meet 
Wayne Jim and Mickey Beattie at Champagne  
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Lana Rae – It’s time for Christmas 
Sunday, December 7th - 

 Convention Centre Atrium – 3:00pm 
Come enjoy a family show with original Christmas mu-
sic by Lana Rae and friends.  Sing some Christmas car-
ols, ring some bells, decorate a Christmas cupcake, and 
play games outside in the snow (weather permitt ing).   
Admission:  adults $8, kids (6 to 18 years) $4, children 
5 & under are free  
 

“jamberries” 
The second Friday of the month until February 2009, 

Haines Junction Public Library, 10 to 11 am. 
Live music and crafts. For litt le babies to six year olds.   
The next jamberries on December 12th  is sponsored by 
Haines Junction Fas Gas, and features the duo “Left”:  
Bob Hayes on mandolin and guitar, and Peter Upton on 
stand-up bass and washtub. 
 

Scotch in the Mountains  
New Year’s Eve Dance  

Tickets are available at Northern Lights Restaurant in 
Haines Junction, and Arts Underground in Whitehorse.  
T ickets are selling quickly so get yours now!   

 

Tamara Nile 
Friday, January 23, 2009 – Venue and t ime TBA 

"… banjo-fueled feminine folk rock sounds like it  was 
raised on the right acoustic side of Led Zeppelin III’s 
tracks" - CREEM Magazine - Canadian Editor.  Visit 
www.tamaranile.com to listen to Tamara’s music. 

 

Bellows and Brass 
Sunday, February 8, 2009 – Venue and t ime TBA 

This trio features three of Canada’s most successful 
soloists:  Guy Few (trumpet, piano), Joseph Petric 
(accordion), and Eric Vaillancourt (trombone).  To-
gether they produce a wildly eclectic performance 
filled with energy and virtuosity. 
Visit www.guyfew.com for Guy’s bio. 
 

For more info, contact JAM at 
hjarts@northwestel.net or 634-2366. 

 
 

����
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CAFN citizen-owned Climate Clothing  
has moved to a new location: 

 

Horwood’s Mall 
121 1116 1st Avenue 

Whitehorse, Y.T. 
Y1A 1A3 

 

Hours of operation: 
Monday to Friday:  10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Saturday:  10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Puppies for Sale 
Agnes Winzer has 3 male pups for sale.  
Breed is Lhasa Apso/ Shih Tzu cross. 

  $450.00 each, phone 332-1247. 

Coming Up in the New Year -  
Kwäday Dän Ts'inchi  

Winter Event  
 

Some public talks related the Kwäday Dän 
Ts'inchi discovery will be held in February 
at the Haines Junction Convention Centre. 
Scientists and community researchers who 
have helped us learn more about the Long 
Ago Person Found will give presentations 
on their findings. Other activities being 
planned for the weekend event include dem-
onstrations of spruce root weaving, and dis-
plays on family genealogies and the Heri-
tage Programme's gopher robe project. 
There will also be performances by dance 
groups. For more information on the Winter 
Event, contact Sheila Greer  at 
sgreer@cafn.ca.   Sheila will also call you 
back if you leave a message for her at 634-
4015. A meeting of the relatives of the Long 
Ago Person Found will also be taking place 
this same weekend. 
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Christmas Dinners: Each com-
munity is eligible to receive up to 
$2,000 to host their own community dinner over 
the holidays.  Because  it is a larger community, 
Haines Junction is eligible for additional funding.  
These funds are intended for all community mem-
bers.  Please contact Doreen Williams for a Com-
munity Health and Well Being Grant application at 
634-4232 or drwilliams@cafn.ca.   
 
Christmas Raffle:  Please contact either CAFN 
office to get your raffle tickets to help with Christ-
mas fund raising. 
 

Prizes: 
1. 100 Litres Heating Fuel From Kluane Fuels 
2. 2 nights at Yukon Inn Luxury suite 
3. 1 night at the Alcan Motor inn Jacuzzi Suite 
4. 4 Lube and oil change { car or truck} Triple 

S Services. 
 

The deadline to get your tickets is December 16th. 
The draw will be held on December 18th. 
 
Christmas Bazaar and Flea Market:  Date and 

events to be announced.  Please watch 
for more details. 
 
Angel Tree:  Pick an angel from the 
tree at the Whitehorse or Haines Junc-
tion CAFN office and purchase a gift 
for a child in need (deadline Dec. 17). 

Community Care Reminder 
For people who have doctor’s appointments at the 

Haines Junction health centre: 
If you cannot make your appointment,  

please call and cancel.   
The Clinic is very busy this time of year. 
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January 8 - Tentative - Bi-Cultural School Infor-
mation Meeting, please contact Colleen Joe-Titus at 
633-8900 for more info.  
 
January -  Regular Chief and Council Meeting, 
Haines Junction. 
 
February 6 - Boards and Committees Training 
Workshop, Board Roles and Responsibilities, Da 
Ku, 1 to 4 p.m.  Presented by the  Yukon Volunteer 
Bureau.  Please contact Amy McKinnon at amym-
ckinnon@northwestel.net or 634-4237 for more de-
tails. 
 
February 2009 - Public Talks on the Kwäday 
Dän Ts'inchi discovery will be held at the Con-
vention Centre in Haines Junction.  Please contact 
Sheila Greer for more info at 634-4014 or 
sgreer@cafn.ca. 
 
September 2009 - Memorial Potlatch for the Long 
Ago Person Found (Kwaday Dan Ts'inchi), Satur-
day, September 12, 2009 at Haines Junction.  Please 
save the date! 

Tuesdays - Open Gym Night, St. Elias Community 
School, 7-8 p.m., open to the community, ages 14 
and up.  Contact Angela at 634-4014 for more info. 
 
Tuesdays - Archery, ages 8-14, 5:30-6:30 p.m. at 
the Community Hall.  Please contact Mike Evans at 
634-2012 or mevans@cafn.ca for more info. 
 
Tuesdays and Thursdays - Southern Tutchone 
Classes,  5 to 6:30 p.m. in Whitehorse at CAFN and 
6:30 to 8 p.m. at Dä K�  in Haines Junction. 
 
Wednesdays- Elders Tea & Fitness Lunch, 11:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Mun Ku.  Please contact Darlene 
Blair at 634-4212 for more info. 
 
Wednesdays - Activity Night, 7 to 8:30 p.m. at Mun 
Ku.  Come sew, play cards or board games, do arts 
or crafts, etc.  Please contact Mary Jane Smith at 
634-4225 or mjsmith@cafn.ca for more info. 
 
December 7 - Lana Raye Christmas Concert, 
Convention Centre Atrium, 3 p.m.  Contact 
hjarts@northwestel.net or 634-2366 for more info. 
 
December 11-12 - Regular Chief and Council 
Meeting, Haines Junction. 
 
December 12 - “Jamberries”, music and crafts for 
little babies to 6 years old.   On the second Friday of 
each month from 10 to 11 a.m. at the Haines Junc-
tion Public Library.  For more info, contact JAM at 
hjarts@northwestel.net or 634-2366. 
 
December 18 - School Christmas Concert, St. 
Elias Community School Gym at 7 p.m. 
�
December 22 to January 2 - CAFN Offices Closed 
for the holidays. 
 
December 31 - New Year’s Eve Dance, Scotch in 
the Mountains, hjarts@northwestel.net or 634-2366 
for more info. 
 
January 5 - CAFN Offices Re-Open 
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