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Jays, Magpies, 
and Ravens

Chapter 1
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Tsʼekʼi

CHAPTER 1    Jays, Magpies, and Ravens

Raven

Also called Ts’ǘrkʼi 
Tsʼekʼi is a trickster and a 
creator. Tsʼekʼi stories, have 

how not to act. He created day, 

land, and tried to trick Tágà 
kwächät to get her colours, 
but ended up with plain black 
feathers himself.
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   Jays, Magpies, and Ravens

Gray Jay  
“Camp-robber”, 

“Whiskey Jack” 
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   Jays, Magpies, and Ravens

Black-billed Magpie

 
 



Ducks, Grebes,  
and Loons

Chapter 2
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Chät

   Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

Duck (any)
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Chä̀t 
Shäw
Big Duck

CHAPTER 2    Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

Mallard 
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Chä̀t 
Shäw 
Ts’ān
Big Duck’s 
Wife

CHAPTER 2    Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

Mallard 
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Chä̀t 
Zhäda

CHAPTER 2    Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

Green-winged Teal 

Also called, Chä̀t Sèla,  
Chä̀t Tsèla
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Chät 

   Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

American Wigeon
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   Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

Long-tailed Duck
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   Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

Common Goldeneye



13

Chänjü

   Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

Northern Pintail
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Shäw

   Ducks, Grebes, and Loons
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Chúshät

   Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

Canvasback
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CHAPTER 2    Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

Common Merganser

Łu Chä̀t 
Tthäw
Brown Fish 
Duck
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Cries On The 
Water

   Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

Common Loon
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   Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

Red-throated Loon
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Dät 
Ghra
Little Dät

   Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

Horned Grebe
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   Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

Red-necked Grebe

Dät  
Shäw
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Łu Chä̀t
Fish Duck

CHAPTER 2    Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

Merganser (any); 
Red-breasted

 
its wings makes a 
whistling sound.
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   Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

White-winged 
Scoter

Ndäl
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   Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

Surf Scoter
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   Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

Harlequin Duck

Tágà 
Kwächät
River Area 
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Tänjü 
Kwächät

   Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

Gadwall

t
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   Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

 
 

Sister
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American Coot
“Mud Hen”

   Ducks, Grebes, and Loons
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   Ducks, Grebes, and Loons

Northern Shoveler

 
k

Udà 

Shäw



Geese and 
Swans

Chapter 3
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   Geese and Swans

Swans (general) 

Dägäy
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Swans (general)

 

Dägäy

Swans (general) 
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   Geese and Swans

Trumpeter Swan

Dägäy 
Shäw
Swan Big
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Goose (any)

Kha

   Geese and Loons
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   Geese and Swans

Snow Goose

Kha Gay
Goose
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Brant

Kha  
Tsèla
Small Goose

   Geese and Loons
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   Geese and Swans

Greater White-fronted 
Goose

Kha 
t 

White 
Stomach Goose



Shorebirds

Chapter 4
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   Shorebirds

Fly up high
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   Shorebirds

Mb y
Gull (any);
Mew Gull
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   Shorebirds

Mb y 

Bonaparte’s Gull
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   Shorebirds

Whimbrel
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   Shorebirds
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   Shorebirds

Tàd ra

Greater 
Yellowlegs;

Lesser  
Yellowlegs;
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   Shorebirds

Semipalmated Sandpiper
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   Shorebirds

Semipalmated Plover
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   Shorebirds

ra
Red-winged Blackbird
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   Shorebirds

Grass Colour
Killdear
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CHAPTER 4    Shorebirds

Tàʼäna
American Dipper



Eagles and 
Hawks

Chapter 5



50

   Eagles and Hawks

Chunay
Through The 
Water
Bald Eagle



51

   Eagles and Hawks

Thay
Eagle (any); 
Golden Eagle



52

   Eagles and Hawks

Ädä
Peregrine Falcon

l
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   Eagles and Hawks

American Kestrel
“Sparrow Hawk”
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   Eagles and Hawks

Hawk (any)
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   Eagles and Hawks

Gá 
Shayela
Rabbits
Northern Harrier
“Marsh Hawk”
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   Eagles and Hawks

Red-tailed Hawk
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   Eagles and Hawks

Shänächea
Glides Over 
Meadows
Northern Goshawk
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   Eagles and Hawks

Whistling high 
pitch sound
Common Nighthawk

 



Owls

Chapter 6



60

   Owls

Mä
Owl (any);
Great Horned Owl



61

   Owls

Ä
Boreal Owl



62

   Owls

Ätthèlìa
Northern Hawk Owl
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   Owls

Mä

White Owl
Snowy Owl
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   Owls

Mä
Gay
Owl
Great Gray Owl
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   Owls

Mä
Shäw
Big Owl
Great Horned Owl



Grouse and 

Chapter 7
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Ji
Grouse (any);
Spruce Grouse



68

Ji Shäw
Big Grouse
Dusky Grouse “Blue 
Grouse”

Female

Male



69



70

r
Spear shaped 
tail
Sharp-tailed Grouse
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Willow Ptarmigan



72

l
Rock Ptarmigan



Chapter 8
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Ätsäna
American Three-toed 
Woodpecker
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CHAPTER 8    Small Birds

Tsür 
Khèlà
Chop Wood
Downy Woodpecker

Also called, Nän Kay Tsʼekwìtheda, 
Sür Khèla
This is the bird that wakes up the 
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American Robin
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Worm Bird
Small Bird (any)
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North Wind 
Puppy
Red Crossbill
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Tàch là
Bohemian Waxwing
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Thàkäda
Swallow (any) 

Tree Swallow

Barn Swallow



81

Thä
“Snow Bird”



82

Chickadee (any)



83

Chäntthäwa
Yellow Warbler



84

Dätthäwa
Yellow Bird
Yellow Wagtail
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Blue Bird
Mountain Bluebird



Other

Chapter 9
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Chatsä wl
Double-Crested 
Cormorant

   Other
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   Other

Dä
Red Throated 
Hummingbird
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Jèl
Sandhill Crane

   Other



90

   Other

Bird (any)



91

Kh la
Bat

   Other



Other 
Vocabulary

Chapter 10
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w
Bird Nest

   Other Vocabulary
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   Other Vocabulary

Ghär
Bird egg
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“Nàlàt ntsi, 
nàlàt ntsi, 
nàlàt ntsi”

   Other Vocabulary
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   Other Vocabulary
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Attach “ts’ānˮ 
to any bird to 
indicate the 
female.
Example: 
Chä̀t Shäw 
Tsʼān
Mallard 

CHAPTER 10    Other Vocabulary



Irene Adamson
Lena Johnson
Marge Jackson

Paddy Jim



Glossary

Ädä
Ä ra) Boreal Owl

Chä
Chät Jenä
Chatsä
Chä
Chä t Sèla, Chä
Chä

Dä
Dä
Dä
Dä



Ji - Grouse (any); Spruce Grouse
Ji Näda - Dusky Grouse
Ji Shäw (Khashü) - Blue Grouse
Kʼān - Red-Tailed Hawk
Kha - Goose
Kha Gay (Kha Tsʼänjī, Kha Däkʼäl) - Snow Goose
Kha Tsèla - Brant
Kha Umbä̀t Däkʼäl - Great White-Fronted Goose
Łu Chä̀t Tthäw - Common Merganser Łu Chä̀t - Meganser
Kʼàmba - Willow Ptarmigan
Mä́ddhį (Mä́rddhį, Më́dhį) Owl (any); Great Horned Owl
Mä́ddhį Däkʼäl (Mä́rddhį Däkʼäl) Snowy Owl
Mä́ddhį Gäy (Mä́rddhį Gäy) - Great Gray Owl
Mä́ddhį Shäw (Mä́rddhį Shäw) - Great Horned Owl
Mbǘrkʼą̀̈y - Gull (any); Mew Gull
Mbǘrkʼą̀̈y Zhį (Mbǘrkʼą̀̈y Utthì Jenä̀chʼür) Bonaparteʼs Gull

Ńtǜr (Átǜr) -Sharp-Tailed Grouse
Ntsʼilųra (Gąya) - Whimbrel
Ntsʼikʼǜ Dlįą - Pine Grosbeak, Red Crossbill
Nàtsʼų tlʼeda (Yasų tlʼet, Yasàn Utlʼeta) - Sparrow Hawk
Ndä
Tàʼäna - American Dipper

̀ l - White-Winged Scoter

Táchäla (Tàchʼäl) - Bohemian Waxwing
Tàchʼäl (Tàchʼǟ
Tàdǜra - Greater & Lesser Yellowlegs
Tágà Kwächä̀t - Harlequin Duck
Tàłeda (Tthän Tsʼäda) - Semipalmated Sandpiper
Tàmbüra - Semipalmated Plover
Tanjü Kwächä̀t (Tändür Kwächä̀t) - Long-Tailed Duck
Tatsànʼawl (Sasänʼawl) - Surf  Scoter



Tthʼèmbe (Tthʼèmè, Tthʼimbè) - Red-Throated Loon
Thäy - Golden Eagle (or eagle)
Tlʼäw Kay Shänächea (Tsʼukʼay Shäw, Tlʼäw Kay Shänächį) - Northern Goshawk
Thàkàda (Thànàkada, Thedèkàada) - Swallow (any)
Thä̀wkʼaya (Yäw Dlįą, Thelkʼaya, Thukʼàya) - Snow Bunting
Tsʼädhela (Yädhèl, Tthʼèdhela, Udzi Chedhäw) - Common Nighthawk
Tsʼegègia (Tsų Shäw) - Chickadee (any)
Tsųą Chäntthäwa - Yellow Warbler
Tsųą Dätthäwa - Yellow Wagtail
Tsųą Jēntlʼąra (Tsųą Detlʼür)- Mountain Bluebird
Tsür Khèla (Nän Kay Tsʼekwìtheda, Sür Khèla) - Downy Woodpecker
Tlʼä́w Gųrą - Meadow Lark
Tsųą - Bird (any)
Tsʼekʼi (tsʼǜkʼi) - Raven
Tsʼùkʼay (tsʼùkwʼay, tsʼùnkʼay) - Gray Jay
Tsʼùkʼay Zhį (Tsùkʼay Dezhį) - Black-Billed Magpie

Yòok (Tänjü Ghra, Kekay Nàghür) American Coot
Udà Dakàt Shäw (Tàłät, Dätlä̀k, Łä̀k) - Northern Shoveler
Ųzhe (Nųzhe) Hawk (any)

Tàtlʼǜra - Red-Winged Blackbird




