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Chughala uyé. Agunda ich’e, Asheyi
kwach’an ich’e. Ama uyinzhi Ashenja
udye na, ata uyinzhi Ajukwinijja utye
na. Asheyi Kwadan ich’e.

| am of the Wolf clan, from Asheyi. My
mother was called Ashenja and my
father was called Ajukwanijia.

| am an Asheyi person.

Ts'etlaw dan k'é dan kenidan. Kwaday
ch’aw kets’adan ky yd ndasidla, dan
k’@ dunena kenidan. Ak'an k'é Shadhel
yé Asheyi kwadan gha ndasidla “Din
Nakwakhel” kwiye.

I’'m always teaching Dan k’e. In the
past, | worked for the schools teaching
dan k’'é. Today | am working for the
Champagne and Aishihik First Nation
with the language intensive program.

“Ala Andata, Sam Williams chat uyinzhi
kenshandan. Ala Andata chat ts’etlaw
kaiya. Ama Bessie Allen, ujiia Lily
Williams dch’e na. Ama tsda uyinzhi

Chughala continued
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Chughala continued
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kenshandan shy. Dazhan tsga k'uk utsi
nithan, anatay kutth’at dyet kwaka.

“My Uncle Sam Williams taught me
about ducks. Sam Williams was a duck
hunter. My mom'’s younger sister was
Lily Williams (who was married to Sam).
My mother taught me about birds as
well. | am going to make this book
before | forget, that’s why.”

“I'm going to forget pretty soon, and
people don’t have the knowledge
anymore about these birds. To preserve
the names for the future generations.
That’s why | want to do it right now.”




Diana Lynn R
Photography

| have been in the Photography world for only the past 4 years.
\\kpicked up a camera after a tragic loss in my life, | needed to
look at the world in a new and exciting way. | have always been
a nature lover so Birds, animals and Landscapes came natural
to me. | believe | have come strides in the last few years with
awards from NYC, published in three magazines and have had
my photography in over 50 gallery showings worldwide.That is
not to say | am well known here in the Yukon, but | am proud to
have lived here since 1976. | love making our beautiful territory
known to others.
You can see my work here:

Facebook.com/dianaspics
Instagram-dianarothgeb
And my website dianalrothgeb.com
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Valerie Miller

Elsabe Kloppers

Christopher Cox

Hobbyist Photography

| originally arrived in the Yukon in 1976, left
in 1985 and returned in 1993.

Photography was always something | enjoyed
- capturing family gatherings, holiday photos
and, of course, the family pets.

After 20 years of using my Sony Cyber-shot |
upgraded to the Sony ax 6000, which opened
a whole new world of possibilities. | love
photographing flowers, they are my favorite,
but anything that has to do with the beauty
of nature | find fascinating.

The birds soon became a challenge to
conquer - they move so fast. Last year was a
definite, “bird season” in our yard allowing me
more opportunities to photograph them.

o

Wildlife Biologist

Elsabé Kloppers works at Yukon University in
Dakwakada. Her background is as a wildlife
biologist, and she previously taught bird
identification and did bird field survey work
in Yukon and Alberta.

Linguist

Christopher Cox is a linguist and Associate
Professor in the School of Linguistics and
Language Studies at Carleton University,
where his work focuses on Indigenous and
minority language documentation, education,
and revitalization. For the past twenty

years, he has been fortunate to have the
opportunity to work together with friends
and colleagues in the Yukon and elsewhere
on language projects and programs, including
with Chughala and Khasha in helping put this
book together.




Khasha is a Dan K'e language instructor. He
\Qeveloped and started the CAFN Adult Language

Intensive Program. He works closely with

respected elders, Chughala and Khut’ala.
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and Ravens
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Raven

Also called Ts’tirk’i

Ts’ek’i is a trickster and a
creator. Ts’ek’i stories, have
many cautionary teachings of
how not to act. He created day,
brought water and fish to the
land, and tried to trick Taga
kwachat to get her colours,

but ended up with plain black
feathers himself.



CHAPTER 1 Jays, Magpies, and Ravens

Gray Jay
“Camp-robber”,
“Canada Jay”,
“Whiskey Jack”

Also called,
Ts'ukw’ay, Ts’unk’ay
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Ts'uk’ay
Zhi
Shiny Tsuk ay

Black-billed Magpie

Also called,
Ts'uk’ay Dezhj
(LA, L.J.)
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Duck (any)
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Big Duck

Mallard
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Chit
Shaw
Ts'an
Big Duck’s
Wife

Mallard
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Green-winged Teal

Also called, Chat Seéla,
Chat Tséla
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American Wigeon

Also called, Tashj (C.K.)
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Long-tailed Duck

They are called, ‘Aoni’
because this is what they
say as they fly overhead.
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Common Goldeneye
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Chéanji

Northern Pintail

Also called, Tashj Zenijii
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Shaw

Barrow’s Goldeneye
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Bl
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Chushat
Canvasback
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Fu Chit
Tthaw

Brown Fish
Duck

Common Merganser
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Chutsay

Cries On The
Water

Common Loon

Also called, Chusay

When they are flying and
they make a call, it means
the wind is going to blow.
When they call on the lake, it
means they see something,
they can see long ways.
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Tth'embe

Red-throated Loon
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Also called, Tth’eme,
Tth'imbe

Long ago people eat this in
the spring time
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Little Dt

Horned Grebe

Also called, Data Utthi
Datthawa
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Red-necked Grebe

Also called, Data Dal
This Grebe is edible.
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Fu Chit
Fish Duck

Merganser (any);
Red-breasted

When this duck flies,
its wings makes a
whistling sound.
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White-winged
Scoter

22/
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Surf Scoter

Also called, Sasan’awl
(M.J.)
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Kwachat

Harlequin Duck
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Gadwall

Also ca‘lled, Tandir
Kwachat
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Raven’s
Mother’s
Sister

Bufflehead
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American Coot
“Mud Hen”

Also called, Tanju Ghra,
Kekay Naghdir.
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Uda
Dakit
Shiw

Northern Shoveler

Also called
Tatat, Datlak, tak
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Off White

Swans (general)
continued on pg 38
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Swans (general)
continued from pg 30

Dagay

Swans (general)

“Déikea ye kwintdn ny”
Probably holds on with his
little feet. Little birds have
been seen holding onto
swans, catching a ride. They
probably go underneath
their feathers to stay warm.
-Bessie Allen
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Dagay
Shaw

Trumpeter Swan
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Goose (any)
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Kha Gay
Off White
Goose

Show Goose

Also called, Kha Ts’anji, &
Kha Dak’al
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Kha

Tsela
Small Goose

Brant

\ s
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White
Stomach Goose

Greater White-fronted
Goose

“Speckle Belly”
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CHAPTER 4 Shorebirds

akwak’ da
Fly up high

Arctic Tern

Also called, Takwak’éta
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Gull (any);
Mew Gull
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Mbﬁrk’é@y
e Zhj

Bonaparte’s Gull

Also called, Mbiirk’ay Utthi
Jenach’ur

of



CHAPTER 4 Shorebirds

Nts’ilyra

Whimbrel

Also called, Gaya

Tadiira poked a hole in the
stomach of Nts’ilgra in the
Atsuya and the Giant Bear
Kwandur.

\41
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Tach’il

Belted Kingfisher

Also called, Tach’al (M.S.)
The ‘Ta-" indicates shore, as these
birds are found along shores.




CHAPTER 4 Shorebirds

Greater
Yellowlegs;

LT
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Lesser - | = = ':“-‘»

Yellowlegs; N
Tadiira

This bird has a call that sounds
like, “Dur dur dir”. They are
tattletales. Soon as they see you
they say that, "dar dir dar”
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Tateda

Semipalmated Sandpiper

Also called, Tthan Ts’dda




CHAPTER 4 Shorebirds

Semipalmated Plover

When it’s in danger it acts like
it has a broken wing, so the
predator will follow it and leave
the nest alone. This bird has a
call that sounds like, “Guyada,
guyada, guyada” or Beads,
beads, beads.
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Tatl,ura

Red-winged Blackbird
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TI'aw
Gira

Grass Colour

Killdear
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American Dipper
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k

Through The
Water

Bald Eagle
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Eagle (any);
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S | Golden Eagle
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Adits’al

Peregrine Falcon

Also called, Salsy (B.J.), T'Usel,
At’Uts’el (Ta’an), At’tich’al




CHAPTER 5 Eagles and Hawks

Nats'ytl'eda

American Kestrel
“Sparrow Hawk”

Also Called, Yasytl’'et, Yasan Utl’eta
Known to dive at fires.
\53




CHAPTER 5 Eagles and Hawks

Hawk (any)

Also called, Nyzhe




CHAPTER5 Eagles and Hawks
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Shayela

Packing
Rabbits

Northern Harrier
“Marsh Hawk”

Also called, Ga Nagel (I.M.)
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K’an

Red-tailed Hawk
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Tl iw Kay
Shinaichea

Glides Over
Meadows

Northern Goshawk

Also called, Ts’uk’ay Shaw (S.W.), TI'aw Kay
Shanachj

\57




~
\\\\\\\\ CHAPTER 5

o f

Eagles and Hawks

o2
[

i[m

iy
-r ',.;
ﬂ'ﬂ F.

m gl

Ts’adhela
Whistling high
pitch sound

Common Nighthawk

Also called, Yadhel (L.J., [.M.),
Tth’edhela (1.M.,M.J., B.J.),

Udzi Chedhaw

Makes a dhela sound, a whistle at night
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Owl (any);
Great Horned Owl

Also called, Marddhj (P.J.), Médhj
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An'ai ’ﬁ’iq

Boreal Owl

Also called, Nadayts’u’jg (R.W.),
Nats’u’jg (M.J.), Athézlira
“Good luck Owl”
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Atthelia

Northern Hawk Owl

Also called, Athelé (M.J.), Athile.
“Njy adal daatg?” - Where’'s
the blood bag? Athélia turns his
head where there’s moose.
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Maddhj

Dak’al
White Owl

Snowy Owl

Also called, Marddhj Dak’al (P.J.)
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Maddhj
Gay

Off-white
Owl

Great Gray Owl

Also called, Marddhj Gay (P.J.)




CHAPTER 6 Owls

Great Horned Owl

Also called, Marddhj Shaw (P.J.)
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Grouse (any);
Spruce Grouse




\\\Q CHAPTER 7 Grouse and Ptarmigans

A

N

:

b

]

v

0
o
o

Ji Shaw
Big Grouse

b
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Dusky Grouse “Blue
Grouse”

Also called, Khasht
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Ruffed (Willow) Grouse

Also called, Atth’u (M.J.)
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Spear shaped
tail

Sharp-tailed Grouse

Also called, Atiir (M.J.)
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K’amba

Willow Ptarmigan
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Rock Ptarmigan

Also called, Atthi dal, Dhal
Ts’ygan & Dhal Thangin
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Atsdna

American Three-toed
Woodpecker

Also called, Aséna
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Tsiir
Khela
Chop Wood

Downy Woodpecker

Also called, Nan Kay Ts’ekwitheda,
Sur Khela

This is the bird that wakes up the
land in the spring time.
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Chutsi

American Robin

¥

Also called, Kursi (P.J.),
Chusi (L.J., M.S.), Shutsi
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Worm Bird

Small Bird (any)

Also called, Nt’gya Ts(a




.g\\&\\\;\\g CHAPTER®  Small Birds

Nts’ik’i

North Wind
Puppy

Red Crossbill
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Bohemian Waxwing

Also called, Tach’al (M.S.)
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Tree Swallow

Barn Swallow

Thakida

Swallow (any)

Also called, Thanakada (M.J.),
Thedékaada (I.A)
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Snow Bunting
“Snow Bird”

' k’aya

Also called, Yaw Dlja, Thelk’aya,
(LLA.), Thuk’aya (M.J.)
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Small Birds

Chickadee (any)

Also called, Tsy Shaw

This bird has a call that sounds
like, “ts’egegi gi gi, ts’egegi gi gi,
ts'egegigigi.”
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Tsya
Chintthiwa

Yellow Warbler
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Ditthawa
Yellow Bird

Yellow Wagtail
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Tsija
Jentl'3ra
Blue Bird

Mountain Bluebird

Also called, Tsg Detl’tir (D.B.)
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Chatsan"awl

Double-Crested
Cormorant
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Other

Red Throated
Hummingbird
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Sandhill Crane

Also called, Jul (I.M.)
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Isuya

Bird (any)




CHAPTER9 Other \\\

H"‘# :
l'i'.f

Kh la

Bat

Also called, Atth’aw (R.W)
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Bird Nest
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"Nalat ntsi,
nalat ntsi,

nalat nts1”
Make a boat

V-formation saying

Then the geese, or swans make
a formation. This helps them.
When one get tired someone
from behind takes a turn at the
front, just like breaking trail with

snowshoes.
\ o
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Tsya unday

Tsyg uyeda Tsta utthi

Tsgg ut’a

Tsuya ushri
Tsga ushe

Tsia ukedzel

96/
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Attach “tsan”
to any bird to
indicate the
female.

Exam le:

Ch: tSh
Ts’an

Mallard
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Dialect References

I.A. - Irene Adamson
L.J. - Lena Johnson

M.J. - Marge Jackson

S.W. - Sam Williams

R.W. - Rosalie Washington
\ P.J. - Paddy Jim

" M.S. - Mary Shadow



Glossary

A’dni - Long-Tailed Duck

Adits’il (Salsy, T'iisel, At’iits’el, At’ich’dl) - Peregrine Falcon
Anits't'ja (Nadayts''ja, Nats'u'ja, Atheéziira) Boreal Owl
Atsiéna (Asina) - Brown-Spotted Woodpecker

Atthidil (Dhil Ts'ygan, Dhil Thangin) -Rock Ptarmigan
Atthék’i - Goldeneye Duck

Atthek’i Shiw - Barrow’s Goldeneye Duck

Atthelia (Athele, Athile) - Northern Hawk Owl

Chinjii (Tashj, Zenjii) - Northern Pintail Duck

Chit - Duck (any)

Chit Jenich’iir (Ndal)- White-winged Scoter Duck
Chatsin’awl - Double-Crested Cormorant

Chiét Shaw - Mallard Duck

Chit Tséla (Chit Sela, Chit Zhiada) - Green-Winged Teal Duck
Chit Zhj (Tashj) - American Wigeon Duck

Chunday - Bald Eagle

Chushit (Nddl Thawa) - Canvas Back Duck

Chutsi (Kursi, Chusi, Shutsi) - American Robin

Chutsay (Chusay) - Common Loon

Ddgdy - Swan (general)

Dagidy Shaw - Trumpeter Swan

Dakwik’ada (Takwik’éta) Arctic Tern

Ditela - Red Throated Hummingbird

Dit Ghra (Déta Utthi Ditthiwa) - Horned Grebe

Dit Shaw (Dita Dil) - Red-Necked Grebe

Dita (Duda) Common Merganser; Red-Breasted Merganser
Ga Shayela (Ga Nagel) - Northern Harrier

Gyuy Tsug (Nt’aya Tsga) - Small Bird (any)

Jel(Jul) - Sandhill Crane



Ji - Grouse (any); Spruce Grouse

Ji Ndda - Dusky Grouse

Ji Shaw (Khashii) - Blue Grouse

K’an - Red-Tailed Hawk

Kha - Goose

Kha Gay (Kha Ts’dnji, Kha Dak’al) - Snow Goose

Kha Tsela - Brant

Kha Umbit Dik’il - Great White-Fronted Goose

Lu Chit Tthaw - Common Merganser Lu Chit - Meganser
K’amba - Willow Ptarmigan

Middhj (Marddhj, Médhj) Owl (any); Great Horned Owl
Middhj Dak’il (Marddhj Dik’al) Snowy Owl

Middhj Giy (Miarddhj Giy) - Great Gray Owl

Middhj Shiaw (Méarddhj Shaw) - Great Horned Owl
Mbiirk’gy - Gull (any); Mew Gull

Mbiirk’gy Zhj (Mbiirk’ay Utthi Jen4ch’iir) Bonaparte’s Gull
Ntthy (Atth't) - Ruffled (willow) Grouse

Ntiir (Atiir) -Sharp-Tailed Grouse

Nts’ilyra (Gaya) - Whimbrel

Nts’ik’{i Dlj3 - Pine Grosbeak, Red Crossbill
Nats'ytl’eda (Yasy tl’et, Yasan Utl’eta) - Sparrow Hawk
Ndail - White-Winged Scoter

Ta’dna - American Dipper

Tachaila (Tach’al) - Bohemian Waxwing

Tach’dl (Tach’al) - Belted Kingfisher

Tadiira - Greater & Lesser Yellowlegs

Taga Kwichit - Harlequin Duck

Taleda (Tthan Ts’dda) - Semipalmated Sandpiper
Tambiira - Semipalmated Plover

Tanjii Kwichit (Tandiir Kwichit) - Long-Tailed Duck
Tatsan’awl (Sasédn’awl) - Surf Scoter



Tatl’iira - Red-Winged Blackbird

Tth’embe (Tth’eéme, Tth’imbe) - Red-Throated Loon

Théay - Golden Eagle (or eagle)

TI'aw Kay Shénidchea (Ts'uk’ay Shaw, TI’aw Kay Shdnédchj) - Northern Goshawk
Thakada (Thanakada, Thedekaada) - Swallow (any)

Thawk’aya (Yaw Dljg, Thelk’aya, Thuk’aya) - Snow Bunting
Ts’ddhela (Yadhel, Tth’edhela, Udzi Chedhdw) - Common Nighthawk
Ts’egegia (Tsy Shaw) - Chickadee (any)

Tsyg Chéntthdwa - Yellow Warbler

Tsyg Ditthawa - Yellow Wagtail

Tsug Jentl’ara (Tsyg Detl’iir)- Mountain Bluebird

Tstir Khela (Nén Kay Ts’ekwitheda, Stir Khela) - Downy Woodpecker
TI'sw Gyra - Meadow Lark

Tsyg - Bird (any)

Ts’ek’i (ts’iik’i) - Raven

Ts'uk’ay (ts'ukw’ay, ts'unk’ay) - Gray Jay

Ts'uk’ay Zhj (Tsuk’ay Dezhj) - Black-Billed Magpie

Ts’tirk’i Mbeg - Bufflehead

Yook (Tanjii Ghra, Kekay Naghiir) American Coot

Uda Dakat Shaw (Takit, Datlik, Lik) - Northern Shoveler

Uzhe (Nyzhe) Hawk (any)






